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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S  DESK 
'Spring is the time for plans and projects' - Leo Tolstoy 

Dear all, 
 

Another week has come to a close, and it was a week where we not only welcomed in March but also 
welcomed former Saint Nicholas Staff back to the school, for tea and a tour. It was my great pleasure to tour 
these much-cherished, former colleagues around our remarkable school, and share their many fond 
memories of their time at 'Saint Nics'. I was also delighted to hear their positive comments regarding the 
school's development, since their departure, which served as an excellent reminder of how far the school has 
come and all that is yet to be achieved! Photos of this visit can be found on the next page.  
 

It was with sadness, however, that we learned of the news that David Fish has died. Mr Fish was a prominent 
member of the Board and was instrumental in the move from Mill Lane to Hillingdon House in 1977.  He was 
a valued Governor until he retired in 2002, at one time holding the position of Vice-Chairman, and was very 
supportive of Saint Nicholas. His own three boys attended the School, as well as six of his grandchildren. We 
send our deepest condolences to the family for their sad loss. 
 

This week, schools across the country celebrated World Book Day and it was wonderful to see an array of 
amazing costumes and activities on Thursday and Friday. My Lower School Assembly today was World Book 
Day themed, and I not only shared with the pupils my 'Top 10' favourite children's books, but also the 
reasons why reading, and books are so important. Amongst the numerous benefits, reading regularly is 
proven to:  
• reduce stress by as much as 68% 

• be the fastest way to boost vocabulary 
• be an essential tool in developing creativity, imagination and empathy. 
 

To quote Plato, 'Books give a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination and life to 
everything.' 
 

It was also my great pleasure this week, to cheer on our Under 13 rugby team, as they competed in the West 
Essex Rugby Final vs Davenant Foundation School. Although Davenant were the stronger side and eventual 
victors, I was extremely proud of our boys on field conduct, the same could not be said for our opponents, 
and our endeavour and determination until the final whistle was blown. My heartfelt congratulations to all 
the boys who took part, for their conduct and for making it all the way through to the final. 
 

As we move into the weekend, you may be interested to learn that tomorrow is National Play Outside Day, 
for adults as well as children! All year long, we are given numerous opportunities to get outside and play, but 
sometimes, life, responsibilities, and distractions keep us from spending time in the fresh air as we should. 
National Play Outside Day is a reminder to stretch our legs, put down our devices and expend some energy in 
the great outdoors. To quote environmental philosopher and zoologist, John Muir, 'Of all the paths you take 
in life, make sure a few of them are dirty.' 
 

My very best wishes for a relaxing and restful weekend.  
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TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE 
As mentioned on the previous page, a number of former members of staff took a trip down memory 
lane this week, as they visited the school for a tour. It’s always lovely to see familiar faces return to the 
school and we hope they enjoyed their visit. Here are some photos of them reuniting with members of 
current staff. 
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TOWER OF LONDON  
On Thursday, Year 2 pupils enjoyed an exciting day visiting the Tower of London. During the trip, they 
learnt many things about the Great Fire of London, including the importance of a primary source such 
as Samuel Pepys’ diary, and were also able to see what houses were like in 1666. A great day was had 
by all.  
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GREAT FIRE OF LONDON 
There have been some spectacular pieces of homework produced by Year 2 pupils, as part of their 
Great Fire of London studies. Here are a couple of video clips, expertly acted out by Ivy and Robyn, as 
well a selection of photos, showing some of the pupils awarded with Headmaster’s stickers as a reward 
for producing such high quality work. Well done Year 2!  
 

Great Fire of London 2.MOV 
 
Great Fire of London 1.MOV 

 

FOREST SCHOOL 
In Forest School last Friday, our Reception and Year 1 pupils learnt some new knots, including the 
clove hitch and the knot used to tie shoe laces. They also enjoyed going on a scavenger hunt, building 
shelters and playing with mud and water.  

https://saintnicholasschoolnet-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/j_martin_saintnicholasschool_net1/EVVFAOrbsldEhMfZIht0KtABXUVL7IshqtJXiiLyo0Ui3A?e=yNpnDt
https://saintnicholasschoolnet-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/j_martin_saintnicholasschool_net1/Efw8jqbNMjZHvPcdTsrZH9cBHx3hSk1Dl3fAsE54oobliA?e=FsFUke
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Report by Mrs Bowerman  
 

On Friday 24th February, thirty pupils from Year 8 to Year 11 attended a concert at the Barbican 
Centre, where they enjoyed listening to the London Symphony Orchestra play pieces of music from a 
number of well-known films.  For many pupils, this was their first ever encounter with a symphony 
orchestra, and to hear (and see) them playing such iconic melodies was breathtaking.  The concert 
began with the orchestra playing an excerpt from ‘Back to the Future’. Later in the concert, the 
conductor explained how film music is created and the audience members were challenged to create 
their own piece.  
 

Pupils also had the opportunity to sing along with the orchestra, as they played another excerpt from 
‘Star Wars’ by John Williams, which everyone agreed was brilliant. The day was complete when the 
famous James Bond track, Sky Fall (written by Adele Adkins) was sung to the delight of the audience.  
 

Everyone (including Mr Wilson and Mrs Bowerman) came out of the concert on a real high.   
 

Here are some quotes from pupils about the concert:  
 

“I never realised how diverse film music was. ” 
“I really enjoyed guessing each film’s genre by listening to the opening music.” 
“I loved that they showed how film music is created.” 
“Sky Fall was wicked!” 

CONCERT REVIEW 

 

WORLD BOOK DAY TOKEN  
A very successful World Book Day was enjoyed by 
everyone at Saint Nicholas this week and there 
were certainly some fabulous costumes on 
display. More photos will follow in next week’s 
newsletter. However, in the meantime, please find 
a voucher on the next page, which senior pupils 
can use to purchase a World Book Day book. 
Lower school pupils have already been handed a 
physical voucher in class.  
 
Happy reading everyone!  
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THIS WEEK IN PRE-
SCHOOL 

MISS PEREZ TROTS TO SUCCESS 
Miss Perez had a very successful weekend, winning her class while competing on her horse Franklin 
Double Dutch (stable name Frankie) at an affiliated British Dressage competition at Wix Equestrian 
Centre. If there are any other keen horse riders at Saint Nicholas with their own pony or horse and 
would like to represent the school at NSEA events (National Schools Equestrian Association) please do 
get in touch by emailing miss Perez on l.perez@saintnicholasschool.net .  
 
 
 
 

This week during group time, the Caterpillar children 
listened to a lovely CBeebies radio story called ‘You’re 
All My Favourites’. They then discussed how everyone 
has likes and dislikes, and that one person’s likes and 
dislikes may be different to those of your friends or 
family. The children were also given a picture of either 
an object or an activity, and were asked to think about 
whether they liked it or 
not, before carefully 
placing the picture on our 
tally chart. 

After this, they explored 
some mathematical 
language when examining 
the tally chart, discussing 
how the ‘like side’ had 
‘more’ pictures and the 
‘dislike side’ had ‘fewer’. 
It was lovely to see how 
much thought went into 
their answers and how 
everyone waited 
patiently for their turn. 
Fabulous work 
Caterpillars! 

 

ART AWARD  
At the end of last week, Mr Ayres was 
delighted to award Joshua in Year 7 with 
an award, in recognition of his recent 
winning entry in the national ISA art 
competition, for his piece of artwork 
entitled, ‘Self Portrait’.  Well done Joshua.  

mailto:l.perez@saintnicholasschool.net
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GCSE FOOD PREPARATION  

 

MATHLETICS  

This week, the GCSE food preparation pupils have been completing their practical examinations with 
great success. Year 11 pupils really excelled and rose to the challenge of making three dishes with 
accompaniments in three hours. I am sure you will agree from the photos below that the dishes 
produced were of restaurant standard all round.  

Congratulations to Jack in Year 5 and Aria in Year 
4 who have both achieved their gold Mathletics 
certificates. Well done to them both! 
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SUMMER BALL  
The Friends are delighted to announce 

that the Summer Ball and Year 11 Prom 

will be taking place this year on Saturday 

1st July at the Manor of Groves hotel.  

Tickets can be purchased by filling out the 

order form included with this week’s 

newsletter, and will include a welcome 

drink, a three course meal, tea and coffee 

and excellent live entertainment.  

 

 

 

 

 

ECO CLUB  
This week, eco club members were on goat duty, feeding and changing their water. Everyone agreed 
that the goats all look happy and healthy and have become a friendly addition to the Saint Nicholas 
School community. Mrs Peckham would also like to welcome the new eco committee to the school. 
This term, the Green Flag Committee will include, Ayden, Raees, Dylan, Uma, Georgia and Martha. 
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the next few weeks: 

 

• 4th March - U9 - U16 cross country national finals at Worksop College 
 

• 8th March - Year 8 parents evening 
 

• 9th March - Reception Ready, Steady, Grow Day 
 

• 9th March - (By invitation) Year 6-10 girls to Spurs Academy 
 

• 10th March - Year 7 interim reports issued 
 

• 10th March - Year 11 Duke of Edinburgh planning session 
 

• 10th - 15th March - Book Fair in school  
 

• 13th March - Reception Mother’s Day workshop 
 

• 14th March - The Friends Mother’s Day gift sale 
 

• 15th March - Lower school science day 
 

• 15th March - Year 11 GCSE drama rehearsal performance (5pm) 
 

• 16th March - Year 11 GCSE drama performance 
 

• 16th March - Year 1 trip to Paradise Wildlife Park 
 

• 16th March - Year 6 to Crucial Crew 
 

• 17th March - Irish dancing day for Year 2-8 
 

• 17th March - Little Saints Mother’s Day pamper session (2pm - 3.15pm) 
 

• 18th March - Whole school open morning (10am - Midday) 

 

YEAR 5 ART  

 

This week in art, the Year 5 children have been creating Aztec sun weavings. Here are some of their 
creations.  
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SPORTS REPORT  

FOOTBALL  
 
Report by Rhys, Year 7 
 

Travelling to Stoke College, deep into the countryside and finding a well-

established football pitch was a nice surprise. The Year 7 Saint Nicholas team took 

advantage of the fast pace, level pitch, starting off strongly, with a number of early 

goals in the first half from Matthew, Rhys and Zac which forced the opposition to 

play in their half.  The second half was a different story. Stoke changed their team 

around and counter-attacked very well, eventually managing to score two goals. 

This served as a reminder to the Saint Nicholas team not to become overconfident, 

and with a more structured approach, the Year 6 and 7 team fired home four more 

goals and controlled the game to the final whistle.  
 

After the game, Stoke provided us with doughnuts and drinks which was very kind 

of them. Thank you Stoke College.  

 
 

FOOTBALL  
 

Report by Alistair, Year 6 
 

On Monday 27th February, Howe Green came to our school to play a football match. Reggie, Clayton, 
Theo, Mason, George, Matthew and I attended the fixture with Mr Tucker. We won our game 4-0. It was 
tough at times but we fought through to win. We played a 2-2-2 formation in the first half, with Clayton 
and Mason playing at the back, and Theo and George playing in the middle, coming forward in attack and 
tracking back in defence. Matthew and I played upfront but a little after half time, Clayton and I swapped 
places which was a good idea because Clayton scored a good goal. 
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NETBALL  
 

Report by Scarlett, Year 7  
 

On Tuesday 28th February, 
the Year 7 girls participated 
in an away match against 
Mark Hall School. 
 

We had a great first quarter 
and scored a total of 12 
goals. Our defence was 
strong and only 1 goal was 
scored by the hosts. 
 

Our defenders played the ball 
well to our attackers and we 
used the full court, passing it 
down to our shooters, 
without being intercepted. 
 

Within the last two quarters, 
Mark Hall managed to score a few goals but thankfully that didn’t affect us too much as the final score 
was an amazing 32-4 to us. Well done to Grace who was voted player of the match by the opponents, 
and all the other players that represented our school. I was very proud to be Captain. 
 

Thank you to Mrs Oakley and Mrs Sanders for all their coaching. It is really helping our team to 
develop. 

NETBALL  
 
Report by Becky, Year 9  
 
On Tuesday, the Year 9 pupils enjoyed 
their first match back in the Harlow 
league after the season break, against 
Mark Hall. The team consisted of myself, 
Gisel, Sophie, Delilah, Mia, Beth and 
Eden, supported by Eve, Annabel and 
Amelie in Year 8. I got awarded player of 
the match but unfortunately we lost 8-
18. We all improved over each quarter 
and tried out some different positional 
combinations. Our next match is next 
Tuesday, against Passmores.   
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CRICKET CLUB  
 
Earlier this week, cricket club pupils learnt the rules to 'Rapid Fire'. This leads on from 3Tee cricket and 
the children have to think carefully about their fielding and throwing positions. It’s fantastic to see 
some great cricket skills developing.  

CROSS COUNTRY  
 

Last week, Reception and Key Stage 1 pupils took part in cross country during their PE or games 
lessons. Despite the weather, they were equipped with their positive mental attitude and were ready 
to run their best. They all completed the course to the best of their ability, with Reception pupils 
running nearly 1km, Year 1 pupils running 1.2km and Year 2 pupils running 1.6km. Well done everyone, 
especially the top three runners in each year group for the girls and boys as listed below.   
 

Reception: 1st Mason and Sophie, 2nd Neal and Clara, 3rd Robbie and Connie.   
 

Year 1: 1st Harry and Willow, 2nd Jesse and Ray, 3rd David and Esme.   
 

Year 2: 1st Ralph, Franco and Tabitha, 2nd Poppy, 3rd Fergus and Alice.    


