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fhgfdgdfgdg 2016           Friday 3rd February, 2023 

 
 

 

FROM THE HEADMASTER’S  DESK 
'In February there is everything to hope for and nothing to regret.' - Patience Strong 

 

Dear all, 
 

February has arrived and I am sure we are all looking forward to feeling the benefit of the days getting longer 
and, hopefully, the temperatures getting warmer. February is often referred to as the border between winter 
and spring, and you may be interested to learn that yesterday was Groundhog Day, in the United States of 
America. Groundhog Day, popularised by the movie of the same name, is an annual celebration that takes 
place at Gobbler's Knob in Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania, and this year Punxsutawney Phil popped out of his 
burrow and predicted six more weeks of winter weather, so we may need to wait a little longer for that 
warmer weather to arrive! 
 

It has been a comparatively quiet penultimate week, before the half-term break, and I have really enjoyed 
visiting classrooms and observing the pupils' interactions with their teachers and peers. A key part of my role 
is to regularly monitor standards, across the school, and I have been delighted to observe our pupils 
engaging with the high-quality learning taking place in the classrooms and working hard; well done all! 
 

Another highlight for me this week, has been visiting our pre-school pupils and reading them the story of 
Paddington at the Palace, as part of Storytelling Week. It was an absolute pleasure to share my passion for 
reading and books, and we had great fun marching like Beefeaters and talking about Buckingham Palace. 
 

We ended the week with a senior assembly led by parent, Mr Billy Wingrove. Billy Wingrove is a freestyle and 
semi-professional footballer, and was the first freestyler to be signed up as a professional 'Football 
Freestyler' by Tottenham Hotspur. During the assembly, Mr Wingrove shared with the pupils his positive and 
negative experiences of being a prominent figure on social media and left the pupils with the clear message 
that 'what you see, should not always be believed', and that the daily lives of social media influencers, 
despite the facade, are not that far removed from our own. A big thank you to Mr Wingrove for giving up his 
time and leading the assembly today. 
 

As we move into a busy final week of the first half of spring term, with our lower school production of 
Matilda one of the many things to look forward to, it is worth noting that tomorrow is National Play Outside 
Day. All year long, we are given numerous opportunities to get outside and play, but sometimes, life, 
responsibilities, and distractions keep us from spending time in the fresh air, as we should. The benefits of 
playing outdoors, whether you be child or adult, are well-documented and National Play Outside Day is a 
reminder to stretch our legs and expend some energy in the great outdoors. To quote the Patron Saint of 
America, Saint Tammany, 'No kingdom on Earth can surpass the great outdoors.' 
 

My very best wishes for an enjoyable and relaxing weekend. 
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Lower school pupils have been working hard in preparation for their performances of Matilda next 
week. Following each performance, there will be a collection to raise money for the charity, Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Foundation. We look forward to seeing many of you there and hope you enjoy the 
show!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MATILDA 

 

 ECO CLUB NEWS  
This week in eco club, pupils learnt how to make a safe campfire, and had fun making popcorn and 
toasting marshmallows. They also learnt how to put out a campfire using water, as well as how to 
make the area safe. 
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THIS WEEK IN PRE-SCHOOL  

 

 

MATHLETICS  

What a lovely week the pre-school children have had, celebrating National Storytelling Week. Each 
day, they have focused on a different book and have enjoyed taking part in the themed activities. They 
have also enjoyed having a number of visitors pop in and read to them.  The pre-school staff and 
children would like to thank all the fabulous teachers and parents that were willing to take part. You 
are all welcome to visit again anytime! 

 

Congratulations to Tabitha in Year 2  and 
Artur in Year 4 for achieving their gold 
Mathletics certificates.  
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ALMUNAE VISIT  
It was wonderful to welcome back more familiar faces earlier this week, as Mr Ayres was pleased to 

host two ex-pupils for coffee and a trip down memory lane by way of a school tour. Faye Hardy 

(Smylie) and Emily Webb (classes of  1995 and 1997 respectively) are now parents at the School, and 

they enjoyed revisiting their old classrooms and reminiscing about their happy times at Saint 

Nicholas.  

 

 

NSPCC CALL OUT 
BULLYING  

These days, any child can be at risk from 
bullying or cyberbullying in any setting, 
including school. Parents may experience a 
huge range of emotions if they discover their 
son or daughter is being bullied.  
 

Our door is always open if you wish to discuss 
any issues concerning your child, and the 
following website link may also be of help for 
advice in dealing with these issues.  
 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-
abuse/types-of-abuse/bullying-and-
cyberbullying/ 

 

TIMES TABLES 
ROCKSTARS LEGEND 

A huge well done 
to Alice in Year 2 
who is now a 
times tables Rock 
Legend on 
TTRockstars. She 
can answer her 
times tables all the 
way to 12 in an 
average of 1.51 
seconds! Wow, 
just amazing!  

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/bullying-and-cyberbullying/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/bullying-and-cyberbullying/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/bullying-and-cyberbullying/
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THE BIG BIRD WATCH   
Last week was the RSPB’s Big Bird Watch, and both Year 2 and STEM club pupils took part in the Big 
School Bird Watch, in order to find out which birds visit our school grounds. Year 2 pupils also took 
part in the BBC’s Winter Watch live lesson, in which the children learnt about bird food chains, beak 
adaptations and how data is used to analyse and help bird conservation.  

 

YEAR 4 ART  
This term in art, Year 4 pupils have been looking at the famous Japanese artist, Hokusai. They studied 
how to make different textures using paint and different materials, to make a landscape collage. The 
results were very impressive, well done.  
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YEAR 6 BIOLOGY  
Year 6 pupils have recently made some excellent cell models as part of their biology homework, to 
reinforce their understanding of cell structure, which they are currently studying in class. Mrs Ivins 
was incredibly impressed by the work that had been put into these models. Well done Year 6! Here 
are a few examples of the work.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LEGO CLUB  
Report by Evie and Ahmad, Year 6 
 

Lego club is a great way to express your creativity with other people.  We share ideas and techniques. 
It's challenging as we are using a mixture of bricks and attachments from all sorts of kits, but we can 
make anything we want.  It's one of the best clubs because you can build anything and have fun doing 
it!   
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the next few weeks: 

 

 6th - 10th February - Children’s Mental Health Week 
 

 7th and 8th February - Year 3-5 Matilda performances in the theatre.  
 

 9th February - Year 4 Misty Mountains enrichment day 
 

 10th February - Pre-school Valentine’s workshop (2pm - 3.15pm) 
 

 13th - 17th February - Half term holiday  
 

 18th February - Rotary Club Young Chef district semi finals at Chelmsford College 
 

 20th - 24th February - Year 10 exam week 
 

 20th February - Lower school interim reports issued 
 

 21st February - Year 11 GCSE history pupils to Hitler On Trial  
 

 22nd February - Lower school parents evening 
 

 23rd February - Year 8 Options evening (4.30pm - 6pm, theatre) 
 

 23rd February - Pre-school Caterpillars PE session with parents (10am - 10.45am) 
 

 24th February - Pre-school Butterflies PE session with parents (9am - 9.45am) 
 

 24th February - GCSE music pupils to London Symphony Orchestra concert at the Barbican  
 

 24th February - Year 11 DofE planning session 
 

 

DANCE AWARDS  
Amelia in Form 3C has worked incredibly 
hard in her free style dance lessons and has 
recently passed two exams at the Epping 
Forest School of Dancing.  

 

JUMPING CLEAR 
Last Saturday, India in 
Form 8N represented 
Saint Nicholas at the 
Brook Farm Training 
Centre, as she 
competed in the NSEA 
event. India rode a 
lovely clear round in 
both of her classes, 
and is looking forward 
to competing and 
representing the 
school in future 
shows.  
 

If you are a keen 
horse rider with your 
own transport, and would like to represent the school 
within the NSEA this academic year, please email Miss 
Perez at l.perez@saintnicholasschool.net. 

mailto:l.perez@saintnicholasschool.net
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SPORTS REPORT  

BASKETBALL  
 
Report by Ethan, Year 9 
 

On Monday 30th January, the Year 9 boys played in 
a 5 v 5 basketball tournament at Passmores 
Academy.  
 

We began with a loss to Passmores, who took their 
chances well. Our second game was against St 
Mark’s, which ended in a narrow 2-1 defeat. Finally, 
we played Stewards and won 12 – 5. There was a 
huge improvement in this game. Everyone attacked 
well and played some great defence, to ensure no 
pressure was added. We ended up finishing joint 
third and ended the tournament on a high.  
 

Well done to the team, Guy, Holden, Ali, Joe, 
Cooper and me.  
  
 

FOOTBALL  
 
Report by Desiree 
 
On 26th January, Year 10 and Year 11 girls went 
to a football tournament at Passmores. We had 
Lucy and Lois as strikers, Holly and Lexi as 
midfielders, Sophie and Ella as defenders and Mia 
in goal. The two subs were Rhian and me.  
 

Our first match was against Stewards. We enjoyed 
some amazing play and ended the match in a 
draw. Our next opponent was Mark Hall. The 
game was tough but we pulled through and came 
out with a draw, with some amazing saves from 
Mia. Our other opponents were Passmores and St 
Mark’s. We managed to draw against Passmores 
but we won our match against St Mark’s, with a 
goal from Lucy, great defending skills from Ella 
and Sophie, and good communication within the 
team. In the end, we finished in 2nd place and are 
proud of our efforts.  
  


