
1 

 

fhgfdgdfgdg 2016           Friday 27th January, 2023 

 
 

 

FROM THE HEADMASTER’S  DESK 
'If January is the month of change, February is the month of lasting change. January is for dreamers...February is 

for doers.' - Marc Parent 
 

Dear all, 
 

The last weekend in January has arrived in a blink of an eye, and the speed of which January passes is always a 
welcome reminder of how precious time is. Steve Jobs remarked that, 'The most precious resource we have is 
time', and as we move into February, the shortest month of the year and gateway between the seasons of 
winter and spring, it is well worth giving some thought to how we can make February a month of 'lasting 
change'. 
 

My lower school assembly today, ran along the theme of change and the well-known phrase of 'If at first you 
don't succeed, try, try again.' During the assembly, and to tie in with both International Lego Day, tomorrow, 
and National Storytelling Week, starting on Monday, I recounted the story of Lego's founder Ole Kirk 
Christiansen. After numerous setbacks, including his furniture business going bust, the stock market crash of 
1929 and his wife passing away, Christiansen decided to follow his passion and build wooden toys; the rest, as 
they say, is history! To conclude the assembly, I read a story called 'The Most Magnificent Thing' and 
encouraged all the pupils to always keep trying and never give up, even if they don't succeed in their first, 
second or even hundredth attempt! 
 

A relatively quiet week this week in school, but I must 
give a special mention to all the pupils that performed 
in the Young Voices Concert, at the 02 on Tuesday. I 
was absolutely delighted to hear that the event was a 
huge success and that the pupils were excellent 
ambassadors for Saint Nicholas. A big well done to the 
pupils for their performance and behaviour, and Miss 
Perez for organising the school's participation in the 
event. 
 

As aforementioned, next week is National Storytelling 
Week, a week where we celebrate stories in every 
form, encourage people of all ages, genders, and 
cultures to indulge in stories new and old, and 
participate in this centuries-old form of entertainment. 
As well as the educational and learning benefits, storytelling also creates a sense of connection and is proven to 
build familiarity and trust between people. That being the case, can I encourage you this weekend, if you are 
able, to share some of your favourite stories and unlock some of the many benefits that storytelling provides. 
To quote author Robert McKee, 'Storytelling is the most powerful way to put ideas into the world today.' 
 

Best wishes for a relaxing and enjoyable weekend.  
 
 
 



2 

 

 

A huge well done to all of the pre-
school and Reception children for 
their Nativity performance, which 
was held belatedly last week. All the 
children performed their parts 
wonderfully and it was definitely 
worth the wait. Great job! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

BELATED NATIVITY PERFORMANCE  

 

DRAMA HOUSE COMPETITION  
Last week, the house drama competition saw each of the three groups perform their pieces to Miss 
Agrotis, Mrs Bradford and Mrs Johnson. All groups have worked exceptionally hard since the 
competition began in September, carefully considering lighting, music and costumes, as well as their 
performances. Each group’s 
piece was really well put 
together and all three teachers 
were very proud of what they 
had produced. In the end 
though, there can be only one 
winner and this time, it was St 
Francis. Congratulations must 
go to all three groups for their 
tremendous efforts and well 
done to St Francis for 
producing an amazing, funny 
and well thought out piece, set 
against a background of some 
excellent homemade props.  
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TRIP TO THE FRENCH INSTITUTE   
Last Friday, Year 5 pupils enjoyed a visit to the Institut Français in London, an institution promoting the 

best of French culture, and encouraging cross-cultural exchange and diversity. The children learnt 

about the history of Franco-Belgian comics such as Asterix, Tintin, Gaston Lagaffe and Les Schtroumpfs, 

and had fun reading extracts of these popular ‘bandes dessinées’ in the celebrated Sir Quentin Blake 

Library. They also loved watching the film ‘Yakari, la grande aventure’ in French at the impressive Art 

Deco style Ciné Lumière. A great enrichment day for all!  

 

 

 

DICTIONARY SKILLS  
Year 4 pupils have been enjoying working on their dictionary skills in English this week. They have been 
looking up new and unfamiliar words that they have come across in the class reading book of 
Kensuke's Kingdom. Keep up the good work Year 4! 
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MASK WORKSHOP  

 

 

MATHLETICS  

Report by Henry, Year 7 
 

Vamos Theatre recently came to our school to teach us how to perform in masks.   
 

During the workshop, a number of people (including me) got to put on a mask, and perform in front of 

our classmates. The lady who visited our school would describe a character and we would have to act 

the role, with our mask on. The character would perform with the others in some sort of game or 

competition. My character (Giovani) won the dance competition! 
 

It was great to learn how to perform with a mask on, not being able to speak. Instead, all we could do 

was nod and shake our head, or use our body language and I realised how much you can communicate 

without your voice.  
 

We learned many skills and techniques to perform a good Lazzi, and pretty much say yes to everything, 

in order to develop characters and storylines.  
 

This tied in well with what we have been doing in class because we are currently making our own clay 

masks and will soon be performing our very own Lazzi. So, all in all, the workshop taught us how to 

perform in masks effectively, and was very helpful and interesting.  
 

Congratulations to Ralph in Year 2 and Hetty 
Boo in Year 4, for recently achieving their gold 
Mathletics certificates.  
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YEAR 7 GOTHIC STORY WRITING COMPETITION 
Last term, The English department ran a Gothic story writing competition for Year 7, tying in with our 
study of the genre and of the Phillip Pullman play version of Mary Shelley's 'Frankenstein'.  
 

There were some truly ghoulish and terrifying entries, and it was very hard to decide on the overall 
winners. However, Emily claimed the top prize with a chilling tale that hooked the reader by raising more 
questions than it answered, and her piece is reproduced below for those not of the faint-of-heart! 
Congratulations also to our joint second place winners, Scarlett and Joshua, along with Preet who 
claimed third prize.  
 

It is wonderful to know that we have so 
many budding, young writers at Saint 
Nicholas School, and we look forward to 
reading more of their works in the 
future! 
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PRE-SCHOOLS VISIT TO THE ECO GARDEN 
On Tuesday, the pre-school children enjoyed spending the morning in the eco garden with Mr Jackson. 
They collected some small sticks for kindling, before watching Mr Jackson build a fabulous fire. When 
the fire was ready, they each had a turn at toasting marshmallows. Mr Jackson then cooked some 
delicious s’mores on the fire which they all had the opportunity to taste. What a fabulous morning! 
 

 

ANTI-BULLYING AMBASSADORS  
Report by Hope, Year 10  
 

On Wednesday 18th January, Mrs 
Howe took ten pupils to Uxbridge for 
the Anti-Bullying Ambassador training. 
The training was really beneficial, and 
we all learnt a great deal. The two 
coaches, who were also trained as anti-
bullying ambassadors (ABAs), educated 
us on what it meant to be an ABA and 
what to do in certain circumstances. 
There were numerous other schools 
with us that day and though the 
journey was long, it was definitely 
worth it. 
 

As the session went on, we participated in some group discussions and filled in a booklet. There are 
five badges to aim for and, as a school, we decided to aim for the respect badge. This means that we 
will organise different activities for the school and help others learn about respect and what it means 
to respect and to be respected. The CEO of the Diana award, Alex Holmes, former survivor of bullying, 
has dedicated the last decade to giving young people the power to help their peers via his initiative, 
Anti-Bullying Ambassadors. 
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Meanwhile, in pre-school, 
the Caterpillar children 
watched a short video of 
the Chinese Dragon 
Dance, after which they 
had lots of fun 
transforming themselves 
into the ‘Little Saints 
Dragon’. This included 
dancing and playing 
percussion instruments, 
accompanied by some  
traditional Chinese 
Dragon Dance music. It  
was a fabulous performance!  

CHINESE NEW YEAR  
This week, the children in Reception have been celebrating Chinese New Year through a number of 
activities, including role play and arts and crafts.  

 

 

FUNDRAISING FOR DEMENTIA UK 
It is always lovely to hear about individuals within our school community 
who are doing something to help others. Logan, in Form 4P, will be walking 
1km every day for the month of February, in order to raise money for 
Dementia UK. What a wonderful thing to do! Well done Logan.  
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FOREST SCHOOL NEWS  
Last week, Year 2 Forest School club members had great fun making bird feeders. Here they are, hard 
at work… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Not to be outdone, both Reception and Year 1 children made apple bird feeders in their Forest School 
sessions, before enjoying a warming hot chocolate, which went down a treat!  
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the next few weeks: 

 

• 30th January - Reception trip to Thorndon Country Park, Brentwood 
 

• 1st February - Year 9 parents evening 
 

• 3rd February - Year 6 interim reports issued 
 

• 3rd February - Year 11 Poetry Live event at Dominion Theatre 
 

• 3rd February - Year 4 and 5 multicultural dance festival  
 

• 6th - 10th February - Children’s Mental Health Week 
 

• 7th and 8th February - Year 3-5 Matilda performances in the theatre.  
 

• 9th February - Year 4 Misty Mountains enrichment day 
 

• 10th February - Pre-school Valentine’s workshop (2pm - 3.15pm) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

YEAR 3 BREAD TASTING  
Last Friday, Year 3 pupils conducted some market research for their bread topic, by tasting some 
different types of bread to see what they liked, and didn’t like! The children seemed to really enjoy this 
activity and they got plenty of ideas in preparation for creating their own bread designs. 
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SPORTS REPORT  

BASKETBALL  
 
Report by Wilfred, Year 7  
 

On Thursday 19th January, the Year 7 basketball 
team went to St Mark’s to compete in a 3v3 
basketball tournament. George, Rhys and I took part 
in three very challenging, but enjoyable matches. In 
the first game, we played against Stewards 
Academy, which ended with a successful win. It was 
a tight game at first, but we built up our confidence 
and scored a number of well-worked baskets. In the 
second game, we played the hosts, St Mark’s. We 
lost this one, but it was a very intense game, which 
went right to the wire. St Mark’s scored near the 
end, which was a shame but everyone played well. In 
the last game, we played Passmores, which resulted 
in a draw. It was a close game and again it went right 
to the end, when Passmores equalised and we just 
couldn’t quite get the winner. Overall, we came 3rd 
in Group A. The three of us had a great time. Well 
done to everyone who played. 
 
 

FOOTBALL  
 
Report by Delilah, Year 9 
 

On Thursday afternoon, the Year 8 and 9 girls 
competed in a football tournament, in which 
we played to the very best of our ability.  
 

First of all, we played Stewards and won 1-0. 
We kept possession of the ball and it paid off, 
well done girls! Secondly, we played St Mark’s 
and we drew 0-0. It was a tough game but 
our defence was excellent which left them 
unable to score.  
 

Penultimately, we played Mark Hall and drew 
0-0 again, but we kept our hopes high for the 
next game. Lastly, we played against 
Passmores, which we lost 1-0. In the end, we 
came home with a bronze medal. Well done 
to all the girls who played and thank you to 
Mrs Sanders who took us.   


