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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S  DESK 
 

'January is the month for dreaming.' - Jean Hersey 
 

Dear all, 
 

Happy New Year! I trust you have had a restful and enjoyable Christmas break and are looking forward, with 
optimism, to 2023. C.S. Lewis is quoted as saying, 'You are never too old to set another goal or to dream a new 
dream', and it has been goal setting, and New Year's Resolutions, that have been the theme of my assemblies 
since our return. In both my lower and senior school assemblies, I have encouraged the pupils to think about 
what they would like to achieve this year, and reinforced the importance of 'making it happen' through hard 
work, focus and belief. To quote the great Virat Kohli, 'Self-belief and hard work will always earn you success.' 
 

It has been a busy start to the spring term and I have been delighted to see the pupils return refreshed and full 
of energy. A cause of great excitement, amongst the senior pupils in particular, is our new study centre and 
library, installed during the Christmas break. This is located on the top floor of Hillingdon House and comprises 
four, newly refurbished rooms. As many of you are aware, reading is one of my passions and I am very excited 
that we have been able to create a dedicated area, which will enhance the senior pupils' scholarly experience.  
 

As we look forward to the weekend, it is worth noting that January is National Hobby Month, the perfect time 
of year to pick up a new hobby, or get back into an old one that you haven’t thought about in a while! Research 
shows that people with hobbies are less likely to suffer from stress, low mood and depression, and hobbies that 
get you out and about can make you feel happier and more relaxed. This weekend, why not spend some time 
researching a hobby associated with a personal passion or interest and then throw yourself in at the deep end? 
To quote American author Phyllis McGinley, 'A hobby a day keeps the doldrums away.' 
 

My very best wishes for a relaxing and revitalising weekend.  
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YEAR 7 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION TRIP  
Report by Ella, Year 7 
 

On Monday 9th January, Year 7 pupils visited Saint Paul’s Cathedral 
in London. We saw the amazing ceilings which had been painted by 
Sir James Thornhill and his small team of assistants, and whilst we 
were touring, we heard the vicar say a prayer. Usually, the service 
starts at 5pm Monday to Saturday and lasts around 45 minutes.  
 

We learnt that following the Great Fire of London which 
demolished the Cathedral in 1666, the present one was built on 
the site, and also that Florence Nightingale and Lord Wilson were 
both buried in the Cathedral. However, we also learnt that Winston 
Churchill was not buried there, as he preferred to be buried elsewhere, 
alongside other members of his family.  
 

Report by Niamh, Year 7  
 

On 9th January, Year 7 pupils enjoyed a Religious Education trip into 
central London, during which we visited a number of different religious 
places of worship, including St Paul’s Cathedral. Here, we saw many 
statues representing religious figures, which echoed the research we had 
previously done in class.  We also visited a synagogue, in which we were 
able to look at the Ten Commandments, transcribed in Hebrew, and saw 
the Tanakh, the holy book that Jewish people abide by.  Our final visit was 
to a mosque, in which we all had to remove our shoes, and it was where 
we saw the Qu’ran, the Muslim holy book  of worship.  On this trip, we 
learnt much valuable information about some of the many different 
religions that exist in today’s world. Thank you to Ms Nicholson, Ms 
Stallman, Ms Jeppesen and Mr Russell for accompanying us on this 
trip.  
 

Report by Henry, Year 7  
 

We learned a lot about mosques and the rules associated with them. 
For example, it is essential for women to have their head covered at 
all times during their visit to the active centre. There are many 
different rooms within the centre we visited, including a 
mosque, a library and a multipurpose room.  
 

The first room we saw was the multipurpose room, and our 
guide informed us about the various activities that take 
place there, such as a club which teaches Arabic and a 
homework club. We also learned that this room was used 
for prayer.  
 

We visited the library, which had many full bookshelves and 
a carpeted floor. In addition to its primary use as a library, it 
is also used for praying, because approximately 2,000 
people use the mosque to worship. 
 

We then visited the mosque within the activity centre, and had to take off our shoes before entering. 
When we were inside, the guide informed us that the Imam would lead the prayers, which included 
the use of microphones, so that people at the back could hear. There were many Qur’ans in different 
languages on shelves and a screen which detailed when various prayers would be taking place.  
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THIS WEEK IN PRE-SCHOOL  
By way of a gentle introduction to school life, the Butterfly children have started to attend phonics 
sessions in the Reception classes three times a week. In their session on Wednesday morning, they 
learnt the sound for s and even had a go at practising writing it. They did brilliantly!  

 

 
 
 

 

 

DINO DAY  
On Tuesday, Year 1 pupils became palaeontologists for the day. They explored fossils from carnivores, 
herbivores, and other forms of life and used research folders to identify them. After this session, they 
were introduced to three baby dinosaurs - Tina the Triceratops, Peta the Parasaurolophus and Trevor 
the T-Rex! Pupils were full of interesting questions and have no doubt gained more knowledge from 
the session. What a great way to start the term and Year 1’s new topic! 
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GARDENING CLUB AWARD  
Gardening club members are proud to announce that they have 
achieved Level 3 in the RHS School Gardening Awards. In order to 
achieve this level, they had to plan a mini project, which was to 
create a wild garden and bee buffet area, to encourage biodiversity in the KS1 playground. They will be 
growing a range of fruits, vegetables and flowers, while gaining new practical skills. Well done team, 
everyone at the school is very proud of your efforts! 

 

FOREST SCHOOL   
Forest school was back with a bang last week. Year 1 and Reception pupils very much enjoyed building 
stick towers and jumping in the muddy puddles. Meanwhile in forest school club, the Year 2 pupils 
participated in some mud painting using a variety of brushes.  
 
 

 

FOOD BANK IS FOR PETS TOO  
Thank you to parents who so kindly donated to the Food Bank before Christmas. 
The Food Bank is there to help anyone experiencing a food crisis, and it is through 
the support of local communities that they have the food, funds and volunteers to 
make sure no one goes hungry, so please continue to donate if you are able. You 
will find our donation box in the coffee shop. 
 

As the cost of living continues to rise, many people are facing the heartbreak of 
being unable to afford to feed their beloved pets, and the Food Banks will very 
gratefully accept pet food as well. 
 

Thank you as always, for your generous support. 



5 

 

 

STEM club pupils are also taking on the RSPB ‘Wild Challenge’ and the children are applying their 
curriculum knowledge and skills, while developing their resilience through outdoor learning. They 
started the challenge by looking at the biodiversity of the school site. They embarked on a habitat and 
micro habitat hunt around the school and then identified where improvements can be made. Once 
back in the classroom, they created a biodiversity action plan so that they can start to increase 
habitats and wildlife at school. 

This week in eco club, Year 3, 4 and 5 pupils started their RSPB Wild Challenge and completed their 
'Wizard Weather' activity. As part of this work, they spent some time observing the weather and then 
discussed how the different types of weather has an effect on the local environment and wildlife. The 
children said the best part of this activity was enjoying the feeling of rain on their faces and jumping in 
muddy puddles! 

 
 

 

RSBP WILD CHALLENGE  
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the next few weeks: 

 
 

 17th January - Prospective Year 6 and 7 assessment morning 
(external candidates) 

 

 17th January - Pre-school and Reception Nativity performance 9am 
 

 17th January - Year 7 Commedia Del Arte workshop 
 

 17th January - Year 7-9 flu immunisations 
 

 18th January - Year 11 GCSE art pupils to London art galleries 
 

 18th January - Year 6 - 10 Anti-Bullying Ambassadors training 
 

 19th January - Young Voices parent meeting (4.30pm - 5pm, theatre) 
 

 20th January - Year 11 full reports issued 
 

 20th January - Year 5 trip to the French Institute  

 

 21st January - Essex cross country championship at Writtle College 

 23rd - 27th January - Year 8 exam week 
 

 24th January - Young Voices event at the O2 
 

 27th January - Year 9 interim reports issued 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

RECEPTION LOST AND FOUND 
In Reception this week, pupils have been reading the story 'Lost and Found', which tells the story about a 
penguin who is lost and a little boy who helps him to find his way back home. To link to this story, the 
children have created their own penguins using plastic bottles.  
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SPORTS REPORT  

RUGBY  
 

Report by Mr Tucker  
 

On Wednesday, the U14 rugby team faced Burnt Mill in the Harlow schools final. In tough conditions, the 
boys found it difficult to get into their stride, with a number of missed tackles and mistakes, which 
opened the door for Burnt Mill's fast runners. In the last five minutes of the game, Saint Nicholas found 
their stride and began dominating possession, showing some good skill sets at times. Unfortunately 
though, it was just too late in the game, and Burnt Mill won with a final score of 3-0, which meant Saint 
Nicholas topped off a good season as runners up in the tournament overall.  
 

 

YEAR 6 SPORTS FESTIVAL  
 

Report by George, Year 6.  
 
I really enjoyed the sports festival, organised and run by Harlow schools coordinator, Mr Stacey.  
 

On the day, Mr Stacey was so welcoming and encouraging, as were all of his assistants. I assisted the 
leaders in demonstrating the various activities for tennis, while other Saint Nicholas pupils were asked to 
demonstrate to pupils from different schools.  
 
The day included so many different sports, including cycling, archery, and dance. I found the dancing 
particularly inclusive and fun, as the coach kept us moving throughout the session. Outside, we rode bikes 
as well as scooters, and everybody that participated in the activities enjoyed themselves, even though it 
was cold.  
 
After a relaxing lunch break, we played a tournament of bench-ball after which everybody had rose-red 
cheeks and I was exhausted. The day was a fantastic experience, as I got to work not only with Saint 
Nicholas pupils but I also had the opportunity to work with pupils from other schools too, which was 
great. 


