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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S  DESK 
 

Winter has very few redeeming qualities. Many animals 
find that the best thing to do is simply sleep through it. 
Studies show that human beings sleep more during the 
winter months as well. One of the few redeeming 
qualities of winter is snow. There are few things more 
magical than looking out the window from your house 
and discovering those first flurries gently falling to the 
ground. When the snow builds up outside our houses it 
envelops us in a warm cocoon. The time has come to put 
on your warm slippers, a cosy blanket, curl up with some 
hot chocolate and enjoy Christmas. 
 

From all at Saint Nicholas, have a wonderful Christmas 
break and a very Happy New Year; see you in 2023! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NATIVITY COLLECTION  
We are delighted to report that this year’s Christmas Nativity production 
raised £230 for Hopefield Animal Sanctuary. 
 

Each class will be selecting an animal to sponsor and the remaining money will 
be used to support this worthy charity. The children will visit the animal 
sanctuary in the spring to meet the animals they have sponsored.  
 

Hopefield Animal Sanctuary sits in 53 acres of beautiful countryside in the 
heart of Brentwood, Essex. The sanctuary cares for over 500 sick, unwanted 
and mistreated animals. Hopefield is open to the public and is well worth a visit. Thank you for all your kind 
donations.  
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Report by Jago, Year 11 
 

Last week a group of 60 senior pupils 
had the opportunity to go to Berlin for 
three days as part of our GCSE History 
course. Our studies and knowledge of 
Nazi Germany were consolidated and 
improved through various visits to a 
range of important sites.  
 

On Monday 5th December, we went inside the Reichstag building and 
ventured up the iconic glass dome. Through our knowledgeable guide, 
we learnt about key events and the rapid changes within the German 
government in the early 20th century. That evening, we spent time at 
the Book Burning Memorial at Bebelplatz and learned about the events 
that took place there in 1933. To finish the day, we warmed up at the 
Christmas market, buying hot beverages and traditional German food. 
A favourite amongst the group was the delicious Currywurst. 
 

On day two, we faced temperatures as low as 1 degree as we visited the 
former concentration camp, Sachsenhausen. It was a harrowing visit as we 
were able to see and imagine what life would be like there for the prisoners 
and the scale of the systematic murders. A visit to the Olympic stadium 
followed, where we learned more about how the Jewish community were 
treated so inhumanly under the Nazi regime.  
 

On our last day, we visited the memorial to those involved in the Euthanasia 
Programme and also the German resistance memorial. This was a thought provoking day and everyone 
felt sombre as we experienced it. 
 

This was a such a great trip overall, which brought the GCSE curriculum to life as we were able to gain a 
deeper understanding of what life was like in Nazi Germany, particularly for the people they 
persecuted. Thanks to the teachers: Mrs Johnson, Mr Ayres, Mrs Walker, Ms Perdrisat and Mr Tucker 
for this experience that we will all remember.  

BERLIN TRIP REPORT  

 

PANTOMIME FUN 
On Friday 9th December, lower school pupils very much enjoyed a fun trip to the Cambridge Arts 
Theatre to see the traditional pantomime ‘Dick Whittington and his Cat’. Favourite characters were 
Silly Billy, Sarah the Cook and Tommy the cat. Everyone enjoyed the singing and dancing, booing at 
King Rat and laughing at the silly jokes. It certainly put everyone in a very Christmassy mood!  
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YEAR 4 ENGLISH  
Earlier this week in English, Year 4 pupils were practising using the ‘show-don’t-tell’ technique for 
describing the emotions of characters. They portrayed a variety of different emotions and reflected 
upon the facial expressions, body language and actions that would show this. They then completed 
some beautiful creative writing. Great work, Year 4!  

 

HERTS AND ESSEX HONOUR ROLE 
Last Friday, Herts and Essex held an Honour Role 
breakfast, in which selected pupils from Year 12 and 
their parents, were invited to breakfast, to receive a 
certificate, either for outstanding start to their A 
Levels or outstanding contribution to the school. 
Happily, four ex Saint Nicholas pupils were invited to 
attend, each receiving a certificate for an 
outstanding start to their A levels. Congratulations 
to the following alumni: Rory, Alex, Lexi and Zen 
(not photographed as unfortunately he was unable 
to attend).  

 

PRE-SCHOOL PE 
Last Friday in PE, the Little Saints were 
asked to help Santa fill his sleigh with gifts 
and prepare the reindeer for their very 
important annual outing.  

They very much enjoyed completing these 
Christmassy activities whilst listening to 
some lovely festive music, and were 
completely exhausted by the end of the 
lesson. What a fantastic work out! 
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FESTIVE COOKING   
The school food technology room has been feeling very festive with Year 6 and 7 pupils baking yule 
logs and Years 7 and 8 pupils making mince pies and cookies. What wonderful treats!   
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NEW ARTS AWARD 
Next term, our Artist in Residence, Mr Keenleyside, is excited to be introducing the Arts Award scheme 
to Saint Nicholas School. The Bronze level is aimed at Year 8 pupils, and the Silver level is aimed at Year 
9 and 10 pupils. Mr Keenleyside is an Arts Award Advisor for both Bronze and Silver levels.  
 

What is Arts Award? 
Arts Award takes children and young people on a creative journey, exploring the arts world, discovering 
their potential as artists, developing leadership skills, and gaining a recognised qualification along the 
way. 
 

An Arts Award can be completed in any area of the art - from fashion to poetry, rapping to dancing, 
sculpture to drama and many more. The award will be open to all pupils who would like to further their 
creative talents, regardless of their level or natural ability.  
 

Bronze is a Level 1 qualification on the Regulated Qualifications Framework (RQF), and typically takes 
40 guided learning hours and 20 independent learning hours to complete (60 hours total qualification 
time). It is equivalent to a GCSE graded at 1-3.  
 

Silver is a Level 2 qualification on the RQF, and typically takes 60 guided learning hours plus 35 
independent learning hours to complete (95 hours total qualification time). It is equivalent to a GCSE 
graded at 4-9.  
 

For further information please take a look at the linked 
websites below.  Mr Keenleyside is also happy to answer any 
questions and will send out more details in the new year.  
 

What is Arts Award? - Arts Award on Voice (voicemag.uk)  
Arts Award  
 

 

BARRACUDAS  
Children’s holiday activity camp 
providers, Barracudas, will be 
operating at Saint Nicholas School 
again next year and are now open for 
bookings.    
 

Early booking rates are available until 
the end of January, after which time, 
rates will increase, as places become 
more limited. Early bookers will also 
benefit from low deposits so bookers 
are able to secure their places for less.   
 

Parents are able to use the discount 
code below in conjunction with the early booking rates to ensure they are getting the best price 
possible.  
 

Exclusive parent discount: 
 

Parents can get £10 off a full week by applying this code in the promotions box: HSCP23. This code 
cannot be used in conjunction with other offers.  

https://www.voicemag.uk/what-is-arts-award
https://www.artsaward.org.uk/site/?id=64
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the next few weeks: 

 

• 5th January - First day of Spring Term for all pupils 

 

• 9th January - Year 7 Religious Studies trip  

 

• 10th January - Year 1 Life Long Ago workshop 
 

• 11th January - Year 11 exam clinic (4pm - 5pm) 
 

• 12th January - Year 3 trip to STEM Discovery Centre, Stevenage 
 

• 14th January - Essex cross country championship at Writtle College 
 

• 17th January - Prospective Year 6 and 7 assessment morning (external candidates) 
 

• 20th January - Year 11 full reports issued 
 

• 20th January - Year 5 trip to the French Institute  
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

SNOW MUCH FUN!  
A huge thank you to our wonderful estates team for working 
so hard to ensure the school was able to safely open at the 
start of the week. This was no mean feat given the challenging 
conditions.  
 

Between lessons, those of all ages seemed to very much enjoy 
having some outdoor fun, as well as some hot chocolate to 
warm them up! 
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