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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S  DESK 
'To appreciate the beauty of a snowflake, it is necessary to stand out in the cold.' - Aristotle  

Dear all, 
 

A week so packed full of highlights, I scarcely 
know where to begin! It is a truism to state, 
that Christmas has well and truly arrived at 
Saint Nicholas, and I have been gratified to 
see the pupils, and staff, balance the 
excitement of Christmas with their daily 
learning.  
 

As I informed you in last week's newsletter, 
on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, I 
accompanied 60 Year 9, 10 and 11 history 
pupils to Berlin and I was incredibly proud of 
their conduct and historical knowledge. 
Although predominately a curriculum trip, where we visited 
places of historical significance including the Berlin Wall, 
former concentration camp, Sachsenhausen and the 
Holocaust Memorial, we also had the opportunity to visit 
several of Berlin's Christmas markets which the pupils 
enjoyed immensely. A big thank you to Mrs Johnson for 
organising and leading the trip, to Mr Tucker, Mrs Walker 
and Miss Perdrisat for accompanying, and the Year 9, 10 and 
11 pupils for their excellent conduct and good company. A 
selection of more photos are on the next page.  
 

On Monday, our eco-club ambassadors visited the Houses of Parliament for a tour and to meet with Robert 
Halfon, Conservative MP for Harlow, to discuss the school's recent Eco-School Green Flag Award, with 
distinction. Although Mr Halfon was called to Number 10 Downing Street, on urgent parliamentary business, 
the pupils did have the opportunity to meet with Mr Halfon's Parliamentary Assistant, who was incredibly 
impressed with the pupils’ impeccable behaviour and eloquence; well done all! 
 

This week, all sections of the school attended Christmas theatre trips. On Wednesday, Year 6 went to see 
Matilda at The Cambridge Theatre and Year 7 enjoyed The Lion King at The Lyceum. On Thursday, Year 8 visited 
The Prince Edward Theatre to watch Mary Poppins and Year 9, 10 and 11 visited The Fortune Theatre to watch 
the chilling The Woman in Black. Today, it has been the turn of the lower school, who visited the Cambridge 
Arts Theatre to watch Dick Whittington and His Cat. As a regular theatre-goer myself, I sincerely feel that very 
few things rival seeing live theatre and it is super to provide this valuable experience to our pupils. To quote 
American actress, Adrianne Palicki, 'The energy of live theatre is indescribable. You are just in the moment for 
an hour and a half.' 
 

Continued over the page... 
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Our week has ended with our Year 1 and 2 Nativity yesterday, and our upper school Carol Service this 
afternoon. Both events provided a warm glow of festive cheer and left those who attended, in no 
doubt that Christmas is on the horizon. I was incredibly impressed by the performances of the pupils, 
at both the Nativity and upper school Carol Service, and finish the week a very proud Headmaster; well 
done all! 
 

As we move towards the third Sunday of Advent, Gaudete Sunday, it is worth reminding ourselves that 
its theme is 'Joy'. Joy is an immensely powerful emotion and studies show that joyful people have less 
chance of having a heart attack, maintain a healthier blood pressure, and tend to have lower 
cholesterol levels. Joy also boosts our immune system, fights stress and pain, and improves our chance 
of living a longer and happier life. As we move into the final week of term, I would encourage you all to 
reflect on the things that make you joyful and pass that joy onto others. To quote Helen Keller, 'Your 
success and happiness lies in you. Resolve to keep happy, and your joy and you, shall form an 
invincible host against difficulties.' 
 

My very best wishes for an enjoyable, if rather chilly, weekend.  

HEADS DESK CONTINUED... 

 

 
 

BERLIN TRIP PHOTOS  
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YEAR 1 AND 2 NATIVITY  
What a joy it was to watch our Year 1 and 2 pupils perform their Nativity performances this week. Well 
done to all involved!  
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YEAR 1 AND 2 NATIVITY CONTINUED... 
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 ECO CLUB TO THE HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT 
Eco Club had a most exciting day on Monday, as they were invited to the Houses of Parliament by the 
Rt. Hon. Robert Halfon MP. After enjoying a full VIP tour of all the chambers, and learning the history 
of the buildings, they walked along the River Thames towards Victoria Park and then finished off the 
magical day with a feast at Pizza Express! Everyone who went said it was a truly fantastic day with blue 
skies and sunshine being the cherry on the cake! 

 
 

 

 CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY  
Wednesday 14th December  will be Christmas Jumper Day, to 
coincide with whole school Christmas lunch. Pupils may wear a 
festive jumper over their uniform. A donation to Save the 
Children UK should be brought to school, we suggest £1-2.00. 
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THIS WEEK IN PRE-SCHOOL  
 

 

Pre-school is looking very festive at the moment and the children have been very busy practising for 
their Nativity next week. They have also been making lots of Christmas themed creations ready to 
share with our families soon. Even this chilly weather can't stop the Little Saints from enjoying the 
great outdoors and they have been having fun out on the decking and in the school grounds, as shown 
in the photos below.  

BEBRAS CERTIFICATES  
Last Friday, some of our top scoring Bebras 
Computational Thinking Challenge pupils were 
awarded their certificates.  
 

As a school, we performed exceptionally well, 
with 21 Distinctions (which is awarded to the 
top 25% of all participants) with five pupils 
amongst the highest scoring 10% in the 
country, which qualifies them for the first 
round of the Oxford University Computing 
Challenge in 2023.   
 

A special mention must go to Charlotte in Year 
9, who achieved the highest score across the 
whole school, scoring an astonishing 194/200, 
putting her among the very top performers 
nationally. Well done also to Sienna in Year 
11, Henry in Year 7, and Jacob, Angus and 
Harry in Year 5, who all achieved the Best In 
School Award for their relative age groups.   
 

Congratulations also to Ahmed, Max and Hope 
in Year 6, Jamie in Year 10 and Ruben, 
Timothy, Alistair and Zak in Year 11, who have also been invited to compete in the first round of the 
Oxford University Computing Challenge.  
 

There were many more pupils who received Merit, (which equates to the scores being in the top 50% of 
all participants) and all 271 Saint Nicholas pupils who took part received a certificate of participation. 
Well done everyone!  



7 

  

CHRISTMAS ART INSTALLATION  
Driving up the main school drive recently, you may have noticed our Christmas themed stained-glass 
greenhouse, which was created and constructed by a number of pupils from Years 3-11, under the 
guidance of our Artist in Residence, Mr Keenleyside.  
 

The idea for this was inspired by a beautiful art installation called ‘The Greenhouse’ in central London, 
which was made by horticultural installation artists, Heywood and Condie, as spotted by Mr 
Keenleyside. The stained glass construction, made from salvaged 18th and 19th century ecclesiastical 
stained glass, acted as a focal point of light and colour on the street and felt at odds with its urban 
residential location, and yet was more memorable for it. It also reminded Mr Keenleyside of another 
contemporary artist, Tom Furin, who makes a variety of abstract stained glass constructions. 
 

Inspired by both the central London artwork and Mr Furin’s work, Mr Keenleyside asked the pupils to 
come up with individual designs, based on Christmas motifs, which they then painted on to clear pieces 
of plastic, which in turn would form the colourful greenhouse.  
 

After Christmas, the intention is to reuse the greenhouse structure for the eco club, although it may be 
decorated a little differently for that!  
 
  
 

 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE  
Final preparations are in full swing for the Christmas Fayre next 
Thursday 15th December, from 12pm, and we hope to see as many 
of you there as possible.  
 

All children should have received a wristband order form from 
school. Wristbands should be pre-ordered and are priced at £15 for 
pupils in pre-school to Year 5, and £10 for pupils in Year 6-11.  
 

In the sports hall, there will be a number of fun inflatables and 
interactive games for children from Reception to Year 8, as well as a number of art and crafts stands.  
There will also be a DJ and more inflatables for the upper school pupils in the arena, and most 
importantly of all, there will be real reindeer and a visit from the big man in red himself in the infant 
playground, where the school band will be playing.  
 

Last minute Christmas gifts, or treats for yourself, can be purchased from the many local craft stalls that 
will be attending, and a number of hot and cold refreshments will be on sale in the theatre foyer.  
 

Parents of pre-school and lower school parents should collect their children as usual and then make 
their way to the sports hall, while middle and upper school pupils can head straight to the arena.  
 

Thank you to The Friends for organising the event. Bring on the Christmas fun!  

 



8 

 

 

CHOIR ON SONG  
On Sunday 20th November, the school choir was invited to sing at the Harlow Civic Service at St Paul’s 
Church in Harlow town centre. The service was led by Councillor Andrew Johnson who is Chair of 
Harlow Council and also one of the Saint Nicholas School governors.  
 

It was a great honour to perform, as there were many local dignitaries in attendance, including the 
Mayor of Harlow and the Rt. Hon. Robert Halfon MP, not to mention our own Councillor Johnson. 
 

We were very grateful to the choir members for giving up their Sunday morning and donning their 
school uniform to sing at the event. They performed brilliantly, with many people complimenting the 
beautiful singing. Well done everyone. 
 

The choir will be performing again at the middle school Carol Service on Monday 12th December and 

at the upper school service on Friday 9th December. 

 

MATHLETICS  
Congratulations to Daisy, Amelia and Jessica in Year 3 and Jacob in Year 5 on achieving their gold 
Mathletics certificates recently.  
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URBAN PIONEERS  
Last week, Year 3 pupils enjoyed an Urban Pioneers enrichment day. They explored the school grounds 
and the changes that have been made over time, by comparing old and new photos. They also drew a 
sketch map of our local area, ensuring they included all the notable local places of interest.  

 

CHRISTMAS PARTY FOR THE LOCAL ELDERLY 
Well done to the Year 10 pupils for organising such a successful Christmas 
party for local elderly residents, who seemed to thoroughly enjoy the 
festivities last Friday.  
 
Thank you also to the Friends, who supplied the Christmas tree and 
decorations, the wrapping paper, the Santa suit, a bingo machine and all 
the bingo prizes, all of which ensured a thoroughly entertaining and fun 
afternoon.  
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the next few weeks: 

 

• 12th December - Lower and middle school Carol Services 
 

• 13th December - Lower school Christmas parties  
 

• 13th December - Year 7-9 flu immunisations 
 

• 13th December - Pre-school and Reception Nativity performance - 9.30am 
 

• 14th December - Whole school Christmas lunch 
 

• 14th December - Mock GCSE results issued to pupils and parents 
 

• 15th December - The Friends Christmas Fayre - midday 
 

• 15th December - End of term* 

 

• 5th January - First day of Spring Term for all pupils 

 

• 9th January - Year 7 Religious Studies trip  

 

• 10th January - Year 1 Life Long Ago workshop 
 

• 11th January - Year 11 exam clinic (4pm - 5pm) 
 

• 12th January - Year 3 trip to STEM Discovery Centre, Stevenage 
 

*Last day of term finishing times are as follows: Pre-school at 11.30am, Reception to Year 2 at 11.45am, 
Year 3 to 5 at midday and Year 6 to 11 at 12.15pm. School buses will depart at 12.30pm.  
 

 
 
 

 

FOOD BANK REMINDER 
As mentioned in a previous newsletter, we now have a Food Bank collection box situated in our coffee 

shop. Food Banks rely on goodwill and support; over 90% of the food distributed is donated by the 

public.  
 

If you are able to donate, the following items are in particular need: cereal; soup; pasta; rice; tinned 

tomatoes/pasta sauce; baked Beans/tinned spaghetti; tinned meat; tinned vegetables; tea/coffee; 

tinned fruit; biscuits; UHT milk; fruit juice; squash; sugar; Christmas treats such as small boxes of 

chocolates, shortbread and biscuit selections, multi packs of sweets and crisps, Christmas cakes and 

puddings, mince pies. 
 

The following non-food items are always required: toiletries (deodorant, toilet paper, shower gel, 
shaving gel, razors, shampoo, conditioner, soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste and hand wipes); feminine 
products (sanitary towels and tampons); baby supplies (nappies, baby wipes and baby food); household 
items (laundry liquid detergent, washing powder, bleach, antibacterial spray and washing up liquid). 

 

FINAL DAY OF TERM  
The last day of term on Thursday 15th, is non-uniform day and pupils may wear their 
own clothes. Please note that all garments should comply with school standards of 
dress ie no crop tops, short shorts etc. 
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SPORTS REPORT 

SWIMMING  
 

Report by Mrs Oakley 
 

On Saturday, four of our pupils competed at the national ISA swimming event, held at the London 
Aquatic Centre. 
 

Whilst this was Pumpkin in Year 4's first time at nationals, competing in breaststroke, for Jago in Year 
11 (who has qualified at every regional event since 2018), it was his final time competing, this time in 
the Year  11-13 age group in four events. Alongside them, Kayla competed in both relays and butterfly 
for Year 6, and Theo competed in both relays for Year 8. 
 

The pupils performed brilliantly with medal results as follows: 
 

• Theo won gold in the medley relay and silver in the freestyle relay 
• Jago won silver in the individual medley 
• Kayla won silver in the medley and freestyle relay.  

 

Huge congratulations to you all.  
 
 

CROSS COUNTRY  
 

 Report by Annabel and Eve, Year 8 
 

On Wednesday 7th December, 23 athletes from Year 7, 8, and 10 took part in the Harlow and West 
Essex Cross Country Championships at Burnt Mill Academy. It was a tough run through rough terrain, 
starting on the school grounds and then continuing through the town park.  
 

All of us did exceptionally well to complete the race to the best of our abilities! We raced against a 
variety of different schools from Harlow and West Essex.  
 

The best of the results came from the Year 8 girls, as we all qualified for the county Championships on 
the 14th January at Writtle College. Well done Alana, Hollie, Eve and Annabel. The best of the boys’ 
results went to Conor in Year 10 who finished 10th.  
 

A big thank you to Mrs Oakley, Mr Sanders, and Mr Brown for taking us.   
 

Photos of the event can be found on the next page.  
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CROSS COUNTRY CONTINUED… 

 

 

 

 


