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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S  DESK 
'December has the clarity, the simplicity, and the silence you need for the best fresh start of your life.'  

- Vivian Swift 
Dear all, 
 

November, and another week, has raced by and I can't quite believe that I have already opened the second 
door of my advent calendar, as we dive into December! My senior school assembly today had an Advent 
theme, as we looked at the origins of Advent and the spirit of giving at Christmas. As part of the assembly, 
we looked at the work of The Trussell Trust and I introduced the idea of a reverse Advent calendar. New data 
released by The Food Foundation, reports that 8.8% of households (4.7 million adults) have experienced food 
insecurity in the past month and I encouraged pupils to think of ways that they can support and care for 
others over the festive period.  
 

Another busy week, which ended with our local elderly people's party on Friday afternoon. The elderly 
people's party is a highlight of the school year, and I am always incredibly impressed by the Year 10 pupils, 
who are charged with organising, fundraising and hosting the event. This year was no exception, and all the 
local elderly people were left with full stomachs and a healthy dose of seasonal cheer; well done Year 10! 
 

On the subject of congratulating pupils, I must also take this opportunity to say a big well done to our U13 
and U16 rugby teams. The U13 Rugby team were crowned Harlow schools champions earlier this week which 
is a fantastic achievement. Meanwhile, the U16 team were unbeaten at the national ISA rugby sevens 
competition, until they were narrowly beaten in the final by Scarisbrick Hall School. It is the first time the 
School has reached the final and all the pupils are to be commended for their excellent performance at the 
tournament; well done all!  
 

Next week we begin our busy run-up to Christmas, with numerous events, trips and performances for the 
pupils, parents and staff to look forward to. On Monday, I will be heading off to Berlin with the Year 9, 10 
and 11 pupils, a trip that will last long in the memory I am sure, and Mrs Peckham and Mr Jackson will be 
taking eco-club representatives to the Houses of Parliament, to chat to Robert Halfon MP about our Eco-
Schools Award. On Wednesday, Year 6 and 7 will be enjoying their festive theatre trips and on Thursday, it 
will be the turn of Years 8, 9, 10 and 11 to journey to the West End for their theatre trips. Also on Thursday, 
we have our Year 1 and 2 Nativity, and on Friday, the lower school will be journeying to Cambridge for 
pantomime fun. Friday also marks the first of our three Carol Services and I look forward to celebrating the 
festive season with the Upper School pupils and parents; to quote Buddy the Elf, 'The best way to spread 
Christmas cheer, is singing loud for all to hear!' 
 

My very best wishes for a relaxing and restful weekend.  
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This week, in English, our Year 10 pupils have been working in pairs to create a moral tale, inspired by 
their study of Charles Dickens' novella, 'A Christmas Carol'. There were some fantastic efforts, including 
a Halloween-themed tale of redemption, a Hispanic take on Dickens' work, and a very clever, Harry 
Potter/Easter Bunny-inspired piece with a creative twist! 
 

The pupils presented their work to the class and then answered questions, in the style of the GCSE 
Spoken Language Endorsement. They were graded on their efforts and received 'Merits' and 
'Distinctions' aplenty. 
 

Well done, Year 10 - just what we needed to kick start the festive period! 
 

 

YEAR 8 ON TRIAL  

A CHRISTMAS CAROL OF OUR OWN 

Year 8 pupils have been putting Dr Roylott, the infamous villain of 'The 
Adventure of the Speckled Band' by Sir Arthur Conan-Doyle, on trial. They 
heard a range of compelling evidence from Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson, 
as well as from a broad range of witnesses, including sisters, Julia and Helen 
Stoner, the local blacksmith and even Julia Stoner's fiancé, who delivered an 
emotional impact statement to the court.  
 

The accused was brilliantly (and cleverly) represented by his defence lawyer, 
but the skill in questioning from the prosecution meant that Dr Roylott was 
found guilty by the jury, and sentenced to death (the novella was written in 
1892) by the presiding judge!  
 

All of the pupils prepared for their roles wonderfully, and it was great fun to watch them taking on 
their characters and delivering their testimonies so passionately. Well done, Year 8! 
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HAPPY THANKSGIVING 
Last week, Year 4 pupils enjoyed an enrichment day, celebrating Thanksgiving, in which they learnt 
about the first Pilgrim settlers arriving on American land on the Mayflower, during 1620. Throughout 
the day, they participated in a number of activities, including making dream catchers like the Native 
Americans, creating a Walmart Thanksgiving shopping list, working out the amount in dollars, writing 
thankful acrostic poems, and reflecting on the day.  

 

MATHLETICS  
Congratulations to Bethany in Year 
5 who has worked especially hard 
to achieve her gold Mathletics 
certificate.  

 

YEAR 4 MATHS  
Year 4 pupils have been learning how to convert money into 
pounds and pence. With Christmas around the corner, it's time 
for everyone to count their savings and see how much they 
can spend! They also worked out how to convert fractions into 
decimals. 
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YEAR 8 GEOGRAPHY   
In geography, pupils worked in pairs to debate whether a sports stadium should be permitted to 
expand. Each group represented a different stakeholder (from a fish and chip shop owner to football 
fans), and presented their views via a short presentation to the class. After all the stakeholder 
perspectives were heard, pupils voted on whether the stadium should be allowed to expand. The 
pupils took their roles seriously, creating props and adding sound effects to support their 
arguments. Great work! 

 

 

 

ROCKING HORSE NURSERY  
We are delighted to advise you that, following a visit from 
Ofsted on Wednesday, Rocking Horse Nursery has been 
cleared to open as hoped in early January. We are excited 
to welcome the children and nursery managers, Sophie 
and Corinna, will be contacting all registered parents over 
the next few weeks to complete final paperwork and 
agree a settling in regime for the children. 
 

Once the nursery is up and running, we will be holding a 
formal opening ceremony and will be in touch with 
details of this early in 2023. 
 

Exciting times ahead!  
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PRE-SCHOOL  
On Monday, the Little Saints had a magical time visiting Father Christmas and his elves and fairies at 
Audley End.   
 

They enjoyed a picnic lunch, took a train ride to see Father Christmas and his elves, and enjoyed exploring 
the playground.  What a perfect way to start the week! 

 

ECO CLUB  
This week in eco club, the pupils carried out some more animal tracking and set some sand traps to try 
and see their footprints. They also enjoyed setting human tracks in order to find each other in the dark 
(with a bit of help from their torches!).  
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the next few weeks: 

 

• 5th - 7th December - Year 9-11 Berlin trip 
 

• 5th December - Eco club visit to Houses of Parliament 
 

• 7th December - Year 6 theatre trip to see Matilda 
 

• 7th December - Year 7 theatre trip to see Lion King 
 

• 8th December - Year 8 theatre trip to see Mary Poppins 
 

• 8th December - Year 9-11 theatre trip to see The Woman in Black 
 

• 8th December - Year 1 and 2 Nativity performance 2.30pm and 5pm 
 

• 9th December - Lower school trip to the pantomime 
 

• 9th December - Upper school Carol Service  
 

• 12th December - Lower and middle school Carol Services 
 

• 13th December - Lower school Christmas parties  
 

• 13th December - Year 7-9 flu immunisations 
 

• 13th December - Pre-school and Reception Nativity performance 
 

• 14th December - Whole school Christmas lunch 
 

• 14th December - Mock GCSE results issued to parents 
 

• 15th December - The Friends Christmas Fayre 
 

• 15th December - End of term* 

 

*Last day of term finishing times are as follows: Pre-school at 11.30am, Reception to Year 2 at 11.45am, 
Year 3 to 5 at midday and Year 6 to 11 at 12.15pm. School buses will depart at 12.30pm.  
 

 
 
 

 

FRENCH WITH GASTON  
This week in French, Year 4 children have enjoyed talking about different nationalities, which towns 
and countries people live in and which languages they speak. They had great fun having conversations 
with puppet Gaston around the topic. Super travail, les enfants. Bravo à tous et à toutes!  
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SPORTS REPORT 

BASKETBALL  
 

Report by George, Year 6  
 

On Friday morning of last week, the Saint Nicholas basketball team headed into a Harlow schools 
festival feeling confident, and remained unbeaten throughout all of their games. We worked well 
together, with Kayla, Jemima and Dorothy adding to the boys' basketball knowledge, which is 
currently being worked on in our PE lessons. This included Alistair, hitting shots from a distance, Noah 
‘laying-up’ to score consistently and me providing opportunities, while scoring baskets too. The girls 
and the boys added to the score sheet in each game, which meant we were able to dominate on 

court.  
 

RUGBY  
 

Report by Mr Brown  
 

On Tuesday, the Saint Nicholas 1st team 
played valiantly at Harlow Rugby Club. 
They demonstrated courage by playing 
with only 13 players due to illness and 
injury, and facing the previous Essex Cup 
finalist FitzWimarc School. With Rhys 
leading the team, Saint Nicholas did cross 
the opposition's try line, which gave them 
a chance, but eventually, they were 
defeated by a well organised team, who 
were only able to score after breaking 
down a very stubborn defense. Well done 
to the whole team who all played a part in 
this solid performance.  
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CROSS COUNTRY  
 

Report by Mr Tucker 
 

Our Year 5 to 8 cross country team travelled to Gosfield for the annual ISA hedge run cross country 
race. In what were extremely muddy conditions, our team represented the school with pride and 100% 
effort. Well done to Annabel in Year 8, for finishing 7th out of 60 runners and Billy, also in Year 8, for 
finishing 6th out of 40 runners. Other noticeable performances were George in Year 6, Alana in Year 7 
and Eve in Year 8. Well done team! 

BASKETBALL 
 

Report by Mr Tucker  
 

Well done to the U13 basketball team who competed in their first 
tournament of the season. They enjoyed a win against Stewards, with 
some fantastic team play and good technical layups, before narrowly 
losing to Passmores by one basket, in the last play of the game. In the last 
game they were well beaten by St Mark’s by two baskets. Great effort all 
round boys.  
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NETBALL  
 

Report by Bethany, Year 5 
 

On Monday, the Saint Nicholas 

Year 4 and 5 netball team played 

against Howe Green School at 

Herts and Essex Sports Centre.  

The first half was tough, 

especially as the opposition had 

three boys on their team. 

However, in the second half, we 

were much stronger, and our 

passing was better, which led to a 

goal by Amelia. Unfortunately, we 

lost but it was great experience 

and we can’t wait to play again. 

Team; Bethany (Captain), Myla, 

Amelia, Pristine, Pumpkin and Aggie. 

NETBALL  
 

Report by Tasrea, Year 6 
 

On Monday, we went to Herts and Essex Sports Centre to play a netball match against Howe Green 

School. We unfortunately lost 4-7 but it was still a very good match. The other school had a slight 

advantage as their GD player was very tall, but we still tried our best and look forward to playing again 

soon.  
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FOOTBALL  
 
Report by Frankie, Year 7 
 
On Thursday 23rd November, the Year 7 girls 

went to Passmores Academy for a football 

tournament. The team consisted of Alana, 

Scarlett, Holly, Georgia, Casta, Kayla and me. 

Everyone played really well and I was so proud 

of our tactical play. We won three matches, 

and lost one. Our first winning game score was 

1-0 against St Mark’s, with me scoring the 

goal. We also won the next game 1-0 against 

Mark Hall, with Holly scoring. Next, we played 

Passmores Academy, who beat us 2-0. 

However, we all played really well. Lastly, we 

played Burnt Mill but, due to their lack of 

players, it was counted as a friendly.   

 

 


