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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S  DESK 
'The heart that gives thanks is a happy one, for we cannot feel thankful and unhappy at the same time.' - 

Douglas Wood 
 

Dear all, 
 

I begin my final newsletter of November, by wishing a 
belated 'Happy Thanksgiving' to all our parents that 
celebrated Thanksgiving yesterday. Thanksgiving and 
gratitude were the themes of my lower school assembly 
today and I shared with the pupils some of the traditions 
that surround Thanksgiving, and why it is celebrated. I 
concluded my assembly by encouraging pupils to keep a 
Gratitude Advent Calendar this year and to record one 
thing they are grateful for, each day in December. To 
quote English writer and religious thinker William Penn, 
'The secret of happiness is to count your blessings, while 
others are adding up their troubles.' 
 

It has been a very busy week which has been dominated, 
for the Senior Leadership Team and me, by the 
recruitment process of a new Assistant Head Academic, 
on Monday, and a new Assistant Head Pastoral for the 
Lower School, on Wednesday. We were delighted to 
receive over 80 applications for the positions and invited 
an exceptionally strong field to interview. The interview 
process was extremely rigorous, with candidates being 
faced with formal interviews, an unseen task, a pupil panel interview and a lesson observation task, and I 
look forward to announcing the names of the successful candidates, in my update letter at the end of term.  
 

As we move into the final weekend of November, the big day being exactly a month away, it is worth noting 
that this Sunday marks the start of Advent in the Christian calendar. In Western churches, Advent begins on 
the Sunday nearest to November 30th and is the period of preparation for the celebration of the birth of 
Jesus Christ at Christmas. As many of us start our Christmas preparations in earnest this weekend, it is worth 
reminding ourselves of the essence of the Christmas period, which is one of giving and sharing. To quote 
Saint Francis of Assisi, 'It is in giving that we receive.' 
 

My very best wishes for a relaxing and restful weekend. 
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Reception 
A reminder to parents of children who are due to join Reception in September 
2023, to officially register their child as soon as possible so that Mrs Bradley can 
include them, and ensure parents are kept abreast of next steps information.  
 

Year 7 
If you have a child who is due to transition to Year 7 in September 2023, the 
deadline to register is 2nd December. This is for external pupils only; if your child 
is a current pupil in Year 6 at Saint Nicholas, there are no actions for you to take 
and the transition to Year 7 is automatic.  
 

As Mr Ayres explained in his letter, we very much hope all children will remain at Saint Nicholas for 
their senior education. However, if your child will be transferring to another school, you will be 
informed by the local education authority on 1st March 2023 and, as we will have a long waiting list, 
we would be very grateful to receive your notice at the earliest opportunity so the place may be 
offered to another child. If you would like to discuss this important matter or have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Bradley.  

 

YOUTH SPEAKS  

RECEPTION AND YEAR 7 2023 ENTRY  

 

 

Congratulations to Zachary, Suraj and Jack in Year 10 for competing in the 'Youth Speaks' public 
speaking competition, in the 14-17 age category, held at Bishops Stortford College earlier this week. 
They did incredibly well, competing against a number of pupils who had previous experience of the 
event, and many of whom are sixth formers.  
 

Suraj gave a powerful speech about the World Cup, in terms of the possible corruption by Qatar and 
Fifa, which captivated his audience, with Jack and Zachary acting as highly competent support, 
performing their assigned roles brilliantly. They created a serious message but also managed to raise a 
few laughs - which is quite a feat. What an evening and well done boys! 
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CHILDREN IN NEED  
On Friday 18th November, lower school children were encouraged 
to wear spotty accessories to school, in support of Children In 
Need, and across the lower school and pre-school, we raised a total 
of £345.06 for this incredibly worthwhile cause.  
 

During form time, pupils were also able to compete in a Pudsey 
themed House competition, as shown by some of the photos 
below:  

 
 

Our winning designs, as pictured to the 
right, were: 
 

Aria, Year 4 (Saint Albans  
Scarlett, Year 4 (Saint Christopher) 
Lucas, Year 5 (Saint Francis) 
Tallulah, Year 4 (Saint George) 
 

The fundraising efforts didn’t stop there for some though. Tom in Year 6 showed incredible stamina 
and determination by walking for 7 hours last Friday, covering a distance of 44 km (41,000 steps!) and 
raising over £675 for Children In Need.  
 

What an awesome achievement, well done Tom!  
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EXPEDITIONS WITH SAINT NICHOLAS 
We are thrilled and excited to announce the start of ‘Expeditions with 

Saint Nicholas’. Each year, during the first week of the summer holidays, 

pupils in Year 9-11 will have the chance to spend a week away, 

exploring long haul destinations.   
 

These experiences will have an educational and cultural aspect although 

they will not be linked to any one curriculum area. Travelling abroad in 

a supervised way, has many advantages for young people. It allows 

them to refine their own critical thinking skills and helps with an 

expanded worldview. Away from the familiarity of home and family, 

pupils are encouraged to look at challenges in a more creative way. Furthermore, pupils will build their 

confidence and self-reliance by challenging what they believe they are capable of. 
 

Our first Expedition, will take place in summer 2024 and is open to pupils currently in Years 8, 9 and 

10. We are off to New York, the Big Apple, the city that never sleeps!  We will be staying in midtown so 

will be near to all the excitement, diverse culture and myriad of entertainment options that New York 

has. This amazing city offers so many opportunities and delights to choose from. Here is a flavour of 

what we will be doing: seeing a Broadway show; visiting Coney Island; discovering Ellis Island, taking a 

lift to the top of the Empire State Building, soaking up Times Square, contemplating how quickly life 

can change at the 9/11 memorial, enjoying a guided walking tour of Manhattan as well as hot dogs, 

huge slices of pizza, diner breakfasts and a spot of shopping at Bloomingdales. 
 

Further details will be coming shortly, via the newsletter and email to all parents of current Year 8, 9 

and 10 pupils. 
 

Mrs Burchfield and Mr Russell 

 

PEN PALS  
This week, Year 5 pupils were very excited to receive letters from French peers attending L’Arche de 
Noé primary school in Saint Laurent des Autels, near Nantes. They found it really interesting to read in 
French about their pen pals’ school, families, pets and favourite hobbies, and have been keen to reply 
to their new correspondents straightaway. The children are now looking forward to receiving their 
next letter from France soon. À la prochaine, les copains français!  
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ANOTHER BUSY WEEK IN YEAR 4 
This week, Year 4 have been getting creative with their 
sewing. They cut out the felt shaped teepee with great 
care and then attached their Batik squares onto the felt 
material. There was a lot of concentration and skill 
required so well done to everyone for working so hard.  

 
 

Meanwhile, in science lessons, pupils have been exploring complete and incomplete electrical circuits 
with the help of some fun practical experiments.  

This week also saw the Year 4 class 
assembly take place in the theatre, 
which parents were invited to attend, 
in order to find out more about the 
Year 4 topics.  
 
Pupils particularly enjoyed talking 
about their adopted red panda, Tilly, 
who lives in Paradise Wildlife Park. 
They had researched facts about 
conservation and the ways we can all 
help to save our planet.  
 
The Year 4 science experts and art 
ambassadors also did a sterling job in 
helping to put together the assembly 
and we hope that parents enjoyed it. 
Well done everyone!  
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GARDENING CLUB  
Gardening club members were delighted to receive their growing calendar and gardening book, in 
recognition of the club achieving Level 1 and Level 2 in the RHS School Gardening Awards. Both items will 
be very helpful in planning to achieve the club’s future goals.  

 

FOOD BANK REMINDER  
We are pleased to inform you that we now have a food bank collection point 
situated in the coffee shop, and would be very grateful to receive donations.   
 

Items that are currently urgently required are listed below, but all donations 
are very gratefully received: 
 

• Tins of solid meat eg ham, spam etc 
• Mashed potatoes 
• Sponge pudding 
• Tea (max size 240 bags) 
• Hot chocolate 
• Sugar 
 

 

MATHLETICS  
Congratulations 
to Lucca in Year 
5 for achieving 
his gold 
Mathletics 
certificate this 
week.  

 

ROCKING HORSE  
We almost have a full complement of 
qualified Nursery Practitioners for our 
charming new Rocking Horse nursery, 
which will be opening in January, 
subject to Ofsted approvals. The 
nursery will be open 51 weeks of the 
year and we are offering salaries starting from £20,903.  
 

If you know anyone that has the skills needed to contribute 
towards making our new nursery outstanding, please 
encourage them to contact HR Manager, Mrs Davina Marshall 
at d.marshall@saintnicholasschool.net or on 01279 429910. 
All applications should be made on our official application 
form which can be found on our website.  
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YEAR 3 MATHS  
This week in Year 3, the children began learning about money. They played a number of money 
themed games, making part whole models using as many coins as they could, and as few as they 
could. Well done, Year 3. 

 

COMPUTING CHALLENGE  
Last week in lower school, pupils in Year 1 to 5 took part in the Bebras Computing Challenge, which 
introduces pupils to computational thinking. It is organised in over 50 countries and is designed to get 
children all over the world excited about computing. 
 

Each participant answered questions online, during computing lessons, that focused on computational 
and logical thinking, and Mrs Armitage and Mrs Peckham were very impressed with their efforts. 

 

LITTLE SAINTS  
On Tuesday of this week, the Little 
Saints took a stroll to visit the 
hungry goats. After watching to 
learn how to safely feed them, they 
were all very keen to have a go 
themselves. 
 



8 

 

 
 
 
 
 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the next few weeks: 

 

• 28th November - Pre-school to Audley End Railway 
 

• 28th November - 2nd December - Year 11 mock GCSEs continue 
 

• 30th November - Year 6-8 Hedge Run at Gosfield School 
 

• 1st December - Year 3 Urban Pioneers enrichment day 
 

• 2nd December - Deadline to apply for Year 6 and 7 2023 entry (for external pupils only) 
 

• 2nd December - Local elderly Christmas party  
 

• 5th - 7th December - Year 9-11 Berlin trip 
 

• 5th December - Eco club visit to Houses of Parliament 
 

• 7th December - Year 6 theatre trip to see Matilda 
 

• 7th December - Year 7 theatre trip to see Lion King 
 

• 8th December - Year 8 theatre trip to see Mary Poppins 
 

• 8th December - Year 9-11 theatre trip to see The Woman in Black 
 

• 8th December - Year 1 and 2 Nativity 
 

• 9th December - Lower school trip to the pantomime 
 

 
 

Meanwhile, in science lessons, pupils have been exploring the properties of paper. They carried out an 
investigation into the strength, texture and absorbency of different paper types such as brown 
packaging paper, cardboard and tissue.  
 

YEAR 2 NEWS 
On Wednesday, Year 2 pupils created castles using the ‘Paint’ programme on the laptops. They learnt 
how to use different 2D shapes to create the various features of a castle, including the battlement and 
turrets.  
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SPORTS REPORT 

RUGBY  
 

Report by Braydon, Year 10 
 

On Friday, the Year 10 and 11 rugby team travelled to Colchester Rugby Club to compete in an ISA 
schools tournament. Our first game against Radnor House was a win, as was our second game against 
Holme Grange. Our winning streak continued against Quinton House and Saint David’s, and all 
members of the team were working hard and scoring tries. We started to think we might even win 
the tournament. However, our winning streak was to come to an end and, despite scoring the first try 
in our final game against Scarisbrick Hall, the opposition managed to catch up and eventually 
defeated us. It was a tough last game but they deserved to win, as they were the stronger team. Saint 
Nicholas were very pleased to come second in the tournament and went home proud, if a little gutted 
that we lost our last game. 
 

RUGBY  
 

Report by Jack, Year 6 
 

On Friday 18th November, the U11 boys participated in a national ISA rugby festival held at 
Chelmsford Rugby Club.  
 

Firstly, we won against Copthill School, thanks to some brilliant running lines. Next, we played  
Scarisbrook Hall where it ended in a draw. Our tackling was brilliant in this game. In our third match, 
we lost to Littlegarth (who were unbeaten all afternoon). We then faced Finborough School, who 
unfortunately we also lost to, but we didn't give up the fight, and in our final game we beat Akeley 
Wood.  
 

We were so pleased with our performances and very much enjoyed the coach journey home, singing 
Sweet Caroline! 
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CRICKET CLUB  
 

This week in cricket club, the children have been learning about long barriers and are beginning to 
practise bowling, using the star position. 

 
 

RUGBY  
 

Report by Harry, Year 8  
 

The rugby matches were very tough this week for the Year 8 team and we needed to step up our 
game.  
 

We played three matches, winning one, drawing one and losing one. The match against Saint Mark’s 
was particularly challenging, because some of their players got through our defence down the wing 
and scored a few tries. The game against Passmores was a great game, as they are a competitive team 
and we managed to get a draw. We then enjoyed a very convincing win over Burnt Mill, running in 
eight tries. Everyone played really well! 
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FOOTBALL  
 

Report by Sam, Year 4 
 

A big well done to the U9 football team, who played their first competitive fixture against Gosfield 
this week. The horrible, wet and muddy conditions did not stop us from achieving a 5-0 victory. We 
worked hard as a team, using the excellent skills we have been taught in our PE lessons. We all did an 
amazing job and look forward to more fixtures in the future. Well done to all the players who took 
part. 

NETBALL  
 

Report by Rosie, Year 4   
 

On Monday, Year 4 pupils enjoyed an amazing 
afternoon playing netball against Gosfield School. We 
won two games and drew one. It was such a great effort 
by all girls on the team. Well done to Safia, Tilly, Aggy, 
Pumpkin, Bella and Rosie. A special well done to Aggy 
who was named our player of the tournament. Thanks 
to all the PE teachers who organised the afternoon.  
 

Report by Daisy, Year 3  
 

On Monday, I was lucky to captain my netball team, 
playing against Gosfield School. We won 3-1 and all 
enjoyed it very much. Our players were Sophie, Lila, 
Esther, Sarah, Laurie, Madison and me. Well done to Lila 
on being voted player of the match. We are looking 
forward to our next competitive game.  
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RUGBY  
 

Report by Braydon, Year 10 
 

Earlier this week, the Year 10 and 11 rugby team played two Harlow schools, Stewards and Passmores. 
We had a tough game against Stewards and whilst we had a better skill level, they showed more 
aggression. We started well by scoring the first try, but then they scored one against us. In the end we 
drew overall, but we all felt that we definitely could have won the game. Our second game was against 
Passmores, but we had to give two of our players to the other school, as they didn’t have enough. Jack 
S and Jack C played for Passmores and worryingly, Jack S seemed to be playing a little too well for the 
opposition, which made it harder for us to beat them. A particular highlight was when Henry went in 
for a kick and chased it, before kicking the ball off the floor again for one of the opponents to also 
chase. I sprinted past their opponent diving onto the ball on the try line, giving us a try and the win. 
Well done to the rugby boys and keep up the good work. 

 


