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fhgfdgdfgdg 2016           Friday 18th November, 2022 

 
 

 

FROM THE HEADMASTER’S  DESK 
'When it rains, look for rainbows; when it's dark, look for stars.' - Oscar Wilde 

 

Dear all, 
 

A wet and blustery week has raced past and I 
feel certain that we are all grateful for the break 
today, and the predicted sunshine tomorrow. 
Changes in weather are a strong analogy for the 
ups and downs that we experience during 
different periods in our life and I often remind 
pupils that life will always give you enough 
highs to appreciate the lows, and enough lows 
to never take the highs for granted. To quote 
the Queen of Country, Dolly Parton, 'If you want 
the rainbow, you gotta put up with the rain.' 
 

This week, our focus has been promoting  
Anti-Bullying Week and I was delighted to see so many pupils attired in a glorious array of odd socks, to kick 
the week off in style. Throughout the week, our form, PSHEE and assembly periods have supported this 
year's theme to 'Reach Out' and today, my senior assembly centred on reaching out with random acts of 
kindness. At the end of my assembly, I introduced the concept of 'Good Fridays', doing at least one act of 
random kindness each Friday, and encouraged all pupils to be RAKTIVISTS (Random Act of Kindness Activists) 
on a daily basis. To conclude my assembly, I showed the senior pupils a TED talk on how kindness can change 
your life, that you can enjoy by clicking on the link below: 
 

https://www.ted.com/talks/mark_kelly_how_one_act_of_kindness_a_day_can_change_your_life 
 

As we look forward to a busy week ahead, especially for our Year 11 pupils who begin their GCSE Mock 
Examinations on Monday, it might interest you to learn that on Sunday, we mark World Children's Day. Each 
year on November 20th, World Children’s Day promotes the welfare of children around the world. The day 
also spreads awareness of the challenging issues that children around the world face as, according to 
Children Incorporated, 385 million children around the world live in poverty, one in four children live in 
poverty in the world’s richest countries and an estimated 8,500 children a day die from malnutrition. It is no 
coincidence that the BBC holds its annual Children in Need, fund-raising event on the Friday evening that 
proceeds World Children's Day, and I would encourage you all on our first 'Good Friday', if you have the 
means to do so, to pledge generously this evening. To quote Magic Johnson, 'All kids need is a little help, a 
little hope, and someone who believes in them.' 
 

My best wishes for a restful and relaxing weekend.  

https://www.ted.com/talks/mark_kelly_how_one_act_of_kindness_a_day_can_change_your_life
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Report by Isabella, Year 11 
 

Last Friday saw a very successful and productive school 
council session. We started the meeting by getting 
feedback from Ms Nicholson, who met with the Senior 
Leadership Team to voice some of the issues raised by 
pupils in the last meeting. It was particularly good to 
see our lower school representatives, and hear their 
wonderful and creative suggestions to improve our 
school. They were accompanied to the meeting by Mrs 
Shubrook, who kindly took the notes. A particular focus 
for the meeting was discussing food options to be 
offered when tuck is available at break. Mr Wilson 
listened to the feedback from pupils and together we 
came up with some healthier snack suggestions that 
everyone would enjoy. Our aim is that pupils will feel 
energised and ready to learn after their snack at break 
time. Research shows that food can make a significant 
difference to pupils’ behaviour and performance, so 
this is a subject we will pursue.    

 

ROCKING HORSE NURSERY UPDATE 

SCHOOL COUNCIL  

 

Our wonderful new setting, Rocking 
Horse Nursery, is due to open in January 
2023. The builders are handing over the 
keys to the completed building at the 
end of this week and will be off-site 
completely by the end of this term.    
 

Sophie Jackson, Head of Pre-School and 
Nursery, and Corinna Cobb, Nursery 
Manager, and their team are working 
hard with the help of the estates team 
to prepare the building internally, ready 
to welcome our newest and youngest 
pupils.  
 

The one outstanding issue 
over which we have no 
control and which may have 
an effect on our opening 
date, is the Ofsted 
registrations.  Unfortunately, 
we cannot open until this has 
been completed in full.  The 
process is a protracted one, 
but we are making every 
effort to circumvent it to ensure our  wonderful new facility opens on time.  We will of course keep you 
updated on the registration process.  
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COLCHESTER CASTLE TRIP 
Year 2 pupils had a fantastic day at Colchester Castle last week. They learned all about its history and 
features, as well as meeting Princess Eleanor and learning how to be fantastic, brave knights!   

 

ECO CLUB  
This week in eco club, the children had fun animal tracking. Pupils used their torches to hunt for signs 
left by the different animals that live around Saint Nicholas School.  
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DUXFORD TRIP  
On Thursday, Year 5 pupils enjoyed a visit to The Imperial War Museum at Duxford, as part of their 
history topic on World War 2. As well as viewing numerous impressive planes, the children saw the 
secret operations room and an Anderson shelter, and were also able to board the Concorde. A fun day 
was had by all, despite a very wet and windy day!  

 

THIS WEEK IN PRE-SCHOOL  
It's been a week of baking in the  
pre-school, with the Butterfly children 
making savoury muffins in their weekly 
cooking session, carefully adding 
ingredients and mixing it all together. 
Meanwhile, over in the Caterpillar Room,  
the children made some yummy 
shortbread biscuits and decorated them 
with lots of rainbow sprinkles to support 
their ’colours’ topic.   
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LATIN COMPETITION  
Inspired by the stories of Greek and Roman mythology, Year 7 pupils have entered a national Latin 
competition called Classic Tales (https://classictales.co.uk/ovid-competition). There are four areas to 
compete in: Performance, Creative Writing, Artefact and Animation, and our chosen myths were the 
stories of King Midas and Pandora's Jar. The winners of the school heat have been put forward to the 
next round and any finalists will be invited to an online award ceremony in December. 
 

It was very exciting to see the entries, which were submitted from individuals and groups. In the 
artefacts category there was particular variety, with the winners producing creative pieces, using the 
ancient art of red figure incision (thank you to the little ones for lending us their orange and black wax 
crayons!), digital art using Minecraft and handicrafts to create an actual box. 
 

The 1st place winners of the school heats received a prize in recognition of their achievement and 2nd 
and 3rd place pupils were presented with a certificate. The results were as follows: 
 

Performance 
• Joint 1st place -  Freddie, George, Wilf, Zac and 

Ben, and  Scarlett and Holly (with Scarlett and 
Holly going through to the next round).  

• 3rd place - Francesca, Sophie and Niamh. 
 

Creative Writing 
• 1st place - Preet, with her poem about Pandora.  
• 2nd place - Emily B-C, with her poem about 

Pandora.  
• 3rd place - Pippa, with her comic strip. 
 

Artefact 
• 1st place - George M, with his red figure vase of Midas turning an apple to gold.  
• 2nd place -  Brooke and Ella, with their Minecraft creation for Midas' palace before and after the 

transformation. 
• 3rd place - Olivia, Alana and Evie, with Pandora's actual box filled with a snow globe of hope. 
 

Hopefully our current year 6 will be inspired by these successes and may even create an entry for the 
animation category next year! 

 

FOREST SCHOOL  
Last Friday, forest school club pupils had 
to build something strong in which to 
carry an egg and keep it safe. They tested 
it by carrying it around to see if it 
dropped, and by throwing it to each 
other.  
 

Meanwhile, in forest 
school sessions, 
Reception and Year 1 
pupils learned how to 
build fires and enjoyed 
toasted marshmallows 
and hot chocolate. Year 
1 pupils also fed the Saint Nicholas goats. 
 

https://classictales.co.uk/ovid-competition
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HOUSE CHRISTMAS BAUBLE COMPETITION  
During the week, pupils have been taking part in a House themed Christmas bauble competition, and the 
senior House Captains were faced with the challenging decision of picking a lower and senior school 
winning design. This is the third year of this popular Christmas House tradition and the winning designs 
will be announced within the next few weeks, and then the baubles will be placed on the Saint 
Nicholas tree. Winners will also receive a bauble to place on their own tree. 

 
 
 

  

 

YEAR 4 MATHS  
This week in maths, Year 4 pupils have been learning about fractions and decimals. In form 4F, the 
children have enjoyed using their knowledge on decimals to play 'Decimal Battleships!' 
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the next few weeks: 

 

• 21st November - 2nd December - Mock GCSE examinations  
 

• 21st November - Youth Speaks competition at Bishop’s Stortford College 
 

• 23rd November - Last day of lower school assessments 
 

• 24th November - Year 4 road trip USA enrichment day 
 

• 24th November - Berlin trip parents information evening (4.30pm - 5.30pm, theatre) 
 

• 25th November - Year 6 to 8 interim reports issued 
 

• 28th November - Pre-school to Audley End Railway 
 

• 1st December - Year 3 Urban Pioneers enrichment day 
 

• 2nd December - Deadline to apply for Year 6 and 7 2023 entry 
 

• 2nd December - Local elderly Christmas party  
 
 

 
 
 

 

YEAR 2 SCIENCE  
This term in science, Year 2 pupils are exploring material properties. This week, the children carried out 
an investigation into how materials can change, by squeezing, bending, squashing and twisting 
different objects. They then discussed why objects are made from materials with suitable properties.  
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SPORTS REPORT 

SWIMMING  
 

Report by Cooper, Year 9  
 

On Wednesday 9th October, pupils from Year 7 to 11 headed to Ipswich Crown Pools to represent 
Saint Nicholas in the annual ISA regional swimming gala. 
 

There were some great performances on show and as a team we did really well. In a tough field, New 
Hall secured the most victories as a school.  
 

Congratulations to Jago in Year 11 who qualified for the national finals which will be held at the 
London Aquatic Centre. He will be swimming the individual medley and backstroke. Good luck! 

RUGBY  
 

Report by Joe, Year 9 
 

On Wednesday 9th November, Year 9 boys took part in the fortnightly rugby tournament which is 
held at Harlow Rugby Club. 
 

We competed in two fixtures 
against St Mark's and Passmores. 
We were victorious against St 
Mark’s, with both tries scored by 
Ali running the full length of the 
pitch. Our team tackling and 
rucking was amazing!  
 

The next game was against 
Passmores. The game began 
with Passmores having the 
better start, displaying strong 
tackling and rucking. However, 
we quickly found our form and 
Joe scored two quick tries. The 
game finished with a win for 
Saint Nicholas. 
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RUGBY  

Report by George, Year 7 
 

On Wednesday 9th November, the Year 7 rugby team competed in a 4-way fixture between Stewards 
Academy, St Mark’s and Passmores. 
 

In the first game against Passmores, it was a terrific win for Saint Nicholas, winning 3-1 and 
demonstrating how to move the ball into space. In the second, very competitive game against 
Stewards, we were unlucky, losing out by two tries. In the last game, we gave it everything we had to 
secure a second victory and went 1-0 up early on.  Unfortunately, we eventually tied in defence as St 
Mark’s attacked our defensive line, scoring twice. Overall, it was a great start to the Harlow schools 
competition, with much more for the Year 7 team to learn from and apply in two weeks' time.  

FOOTBALL  
 

Report by Mr Tucker 
 

A big well done to the girls U12 football team, who played under floodlights last week. For some of 
them it was their first competitive fixture in football, and once the girls found their stride, there was 
some solid football on display. 
 

An early loss to St Mark’s did not 
dampen their spirits and the team 
made a big improvement in the second 
half. 
 

Once the girls grasped what they 
needed to do in their positions, there 
was some good football on display. 
 

The girls showed so much improvement 
that we beat Passmores in the next 
game, who had previously beaten St 
Mark’s. Well done girls! 


