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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S  DESK 
'When you go home, tell them of us and say, for their tomorrow we gave our today.' - John Maxwell Edmonds 
 
Dear all, 
 

Another week has come to a close and we ended 
the week with a moment of whole school reflection, 
as we came together as a school community to mark 
Remembrance Day. On the 11th hour, of the 
11th day, of the 11th month, the whole school fell 
silent in an act of remembrance, to honour armed 
forces members who have died in the line of duty. It 
was an extremely moving act of remembrance and I 
felt incredibly proud of the pupils who marked the 
two minute silence in exemplary fashion. 
 

It has been a relatively quiet week, by Saint Nicholas standards, but this is very much the 'calm before the 
storm' as we enter the busy, second half of November. Next week, we will be marking National Anti-Bullying 
Week; kicking it off with Odd Socks Day on Monday. Odd Socks Day first started in 2017, as a way to deter 
bullying in school. With the rise of technology and the added pressure children face with social media at 
home and school, the Anti-Bullying Alliance created the day to remind children that it's good to stand out. To 
quote Jon Bon Jovi: 'Each one of us has something no one else has...Be an individual. Be unique. Stand 
out...That's the power of being an individual.'  
 

You can learn more about the Anti-Bullying Alliance, Anti-Bullying Week and Odd Socks Day by clicking on 
the link below: 
 

https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/ 
 

As we move into the weekend, you might be interested to learn that Remembrance Sunday this year 
coincides with World Kindness Day. On November 13th each year, as part of World Kindness Day, we are 
encouraged to spread kindness like an infectious cold. With the beginning of Anti-Bullying Week on Monday, 
we want to share kindness more than usual because studies show when others observe kindness in action 
they are more likely to carry out an act of kindness, too. With that in mind, I leave you with a link to a video 
called the 'Kindness Boomerang' with very best wishes for a restful and reflective weekend. 
 

Kindness Boomerang 
 

https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwAYpLVyeFU
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 Congratulation to Eden and Julia in Year 3, and Cohen in Year 4 who have all achieved their gold 
Mathletics certificates recently. Keep up the great work!  

 

EVACUEE DAY  

MATHLETICS  

 

Last Friday, Year 5 children enjoyed their history enrichment day, learning what life was like for World War 2 
evacuees. Pupils created their own gas mask boxes and practised air raid drills when the air raid sirens sounded, 
as well as creating art work inspired by The Blitz.  

 

PICK UP REMINDER 
Please could we remind parents to refrain from leaving car engines running when waiting for their 

children at the end of the school day. This is releasing unnecessary emissions into the environment, 

which we would very much like to avoid. Thank you for your cooperation with this matter.  
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ODD SOCKS DAY  
Next week is Anti-Bullying Week, and in order to celebrate this theme in a fun and positive way, on 
Monday 14th November, we are participating in Odd Socks Day.  
 

Last year, over 13,000 schools took part in Odd Socks Day which celebrates that everyone is unique, and 
helps to reinforce the message to pupils that they should be allowed to be themselves, free from bullying.  
 

We are inviting all children to wear odd socks with their usual uniform on that day. The brighter the 
better!  

 

YEAR 4 HUMANITIES  
This week in humanities, Year 4 pupils used atlases to find the different states of North and South 
America. They also found some of the capital cities independently. Well done, Year 4, great work! 

 
 



4 

 

 

THIS WEEK IN PRE-SCHOOL  
This week, the Caterpillar Room children have been learning all about colour. In group time on the 
decking, they read the story of The Colour Monster, demonstrating great listening skills, and then each 
chose a spoon to represent a different emotion from the book. They then gave some careful thought 
as to what or who they love the most. When back in the classroom, they filled a small bottle with  
pom-poms matching the colour of their chosen emotion.  

 

In Forest School last week, our Reception and Year 1 pupils enjoyed participating in leaf races, in which 
each team had to collect as many leaves of a specific colour as possible. They then celebrated by 
throwing leaves and splashing in muddy puddles!  
 
 

FOREST SCHOOL  

The Little Saints children and staff were also treated to a fabulous science lesson with Mr Rodriguez on 
Thursday, which included a number of exciting experiments, to enhance the pre-school’s fairies and 
dragons theme, including a dragon fire sword and dragon fumets! This  prompted many oohs and 
ahhs from the ‘audience’.  
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TIMES TABLES ROCK STARS UPDATE 
It is important that children are using the latest versions of 
the Times Tables Rock Stars app and website, to ensure they 
receive the most secure, feature-rich and enjoyable 
experience. Some of the versions are now out of date which 
means that pupils are missing out on key updates.  
 

If using the website at home, please can parents visit 
play.ttrockstars.com/reset to load the latest version in their 
device's browser. Otherwise, please update the Times Tables 
Rock Stars app from the app store. 

 

 

YEAR 6 AND 8 COOKING  
This week, Year 6 pupils have been making bread with great success. Check out their bakes! 

Meanwhile, Year 8 pupils have been mixing their own spices from scratch, ready to make a curry next 
week and have also been making spring rolls.  
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the next few weeks: 
 

• 14th - 18th November - Anti-Bullying Week  
 

• 14th November - Odd Socks Day 
 

• 14th and 16th November - Year 11 mock GCSE languages speaking exams 
 

• 16th November - The 2 Johns online safety workshops 
 

• 16th - 21st November - Lower school assessments 
 

• 17th November - Year 5 trip to Duxford Museum 
 

• 18th November - Children In Need Day 
 

• 21st November - 2nd December - Mock GCSE examinations  
 

• 24th November - Berlin trip parents information evening (4.30pm - 5.30pm, theatre) 
 

• 25th November - Year 6 to 8 interim reports issued 
 

 
 
 

 

 

DESIGNING CASTLES  
This term, Year 2 pupils will be designing and creating their own 3D castles.  In last Friday’s design and 
technology lesson, they identified the different features of a castle, which will help them as they plan 
their own design.  

 

NON-UNIFORM DAY FUNDRAISING  
Report by Isabelle, Year 11, Charities Prefect  
 

On Friday 4th November, we held a non-uniform day for which pupils 
were encouraged to wear a pink accessory or outfit to raise money for 
Breast Cancer research.  
 
We raised an impressive total of £629.29. A huge thank you to 
everyone who donated. 
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SPORTS REPORT 

RUGBY  
 

Report by Thomas, Year 10 
 

On Wednesday 2nd November, Year 10 pupils participated in a local 
rugby tournament with other Harlow schools. Due to not having 
enough players to play 15 a side, we combined our team with 
Passmores, which was a great team to play with. Our first game was 
Stewards, which was a very aggressive team. Despite putting up a 
very good fight, with some great tackles and defence, unfortunately 
we lost 15-0. Our next game was against St Mark’s, who are a good 
side, but we knew we had beaten them before which gave us 
confidence. At the first kick, with some great attack and defence, we 
made our way towards the try line, and Oli scored in the first few 
minutes. They came back strongly, but were making mistakes and giving away penalties. 
Unfortunately though, they eventually managed to break through our defence and scored. This 
meant we were now tied with only a few minutes to go. We had the ball in our own half but got 
turned over in a ruck and they scored again. We did very well against St Mark’s but unfortunately lost 
due to some missed tackles. 
 

Our final game was against Burnt Mill, a new squad that we hadn’t played before. Burnt Mill kicked 
off and were a very physical team. We did well to make ground, with some great runs by the team. 
After a while, Burnt Mill were making mistake after mistake, giving away penalties, which gave us a 
huge advantage with a line out on the 5 metre line. The ball was passed along our back line when we 
saw a gap and scored. The score was now 5-0. Burnt Mill regained possession late in the game, but 
due to our great defence, we managed to hold them off. The final score was 5-0 to Saint Nicholas and 
Passmores. Well done boys and thank you to Mr Brown for taking us to the tournament.  

RUGBY  
 

Report by Mr Tucker 
 

The under 13 rugby team enjoyed a great afternoon of 
rugby last Wednesday. Three fixtures were played in fairly 
muddy conditions. The first game was a win against 
Passmores, with some lovely passing and tackling on 
display. The next fixture was a narrow loss against St 
Mark’s. However, the boys put in a great performance, 
and just need to brush up on their tackling skills out wide. 
The final game finished with a win against Burnt Mill 
School, with several tries scored through some brilliant 
team play. 
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RUGBY  
 

Earlier this week, Saint Nicholas welcomed Whitefields Academy to Saint Nicholas to experience a 
rugby coaching session, led by Mr Brown and Mr Tucker. It was the boys’ first taster of contact rugby, 
culminating in a competitive game against our Year 7, 8 and 9 pupils.  

 

 


