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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S  DESK 
'November is the month to remind us to be thankful for the many positive things and blessings in our lives.' - 

Anon 
Dear all, 
 

Welcome back! 
 

I trust you have had the opportunity to refresh and regroup during the two week break and that you are 
looking forward to the most magical half-term of the academic year! 
 

It has been a busy first week back and I was delighted to see the response of the pupils, especially those in 
middle and upper school, to the works that have been completed over the half-term break. The majority of 
classrooms in Hillingdon House have now been refurbished and installed with interactive, touch screen 
teaching boards, and the reconfiguration of the dining hall has been completed to improve the pupils' dining 
experience. To quote one senior pupil, 'What a difference two weeks can make!' 
 

The second half of the autumn term is always one of the busiest for a school community and I look forward 
to the numerous events, where we join as a school community, with great anticipation. This evening's 
Bonfire Night is a case in point, and I sincerely hope that as many of you as possible will be able to attend 
and enjoy the event, including our spectacular firework display. 
 

As the first week of November comes to a close, it may interest you to learn that November is National 
Gratitude Month. Research has shown that practising gratitude or reflecting on what you’re grateful for 
makes people happier and healthier. Individuals that practise gratitude on a daily basis, tend to have: 
• Fewer feelings of isolation and loneliness 

• A stronger immune system 
• Better sleep 

• Lowered blood pressure 
• Reduced anxiety and depression 

• Reduction in body aches and pains 

• Increased satisfaction at work/school. 
 

As you can see from the list above, turning gratefulness and saying thank you into a habit, creates a positive 
mindset which I am sure we could all benefit from in the current, challenging climate we find ourselves 
in.  To quote Greek fabulist, Aesop, 'Gratitude turns what we have into enough.' 
 

My very best wishes for a relaxing and restful weekend. 
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HAPPY DIWALI 
On Monday, Reception enjoyed celebrating Diwali. They danced some traditional dances, made Diya 
lamps, made Rangoli patterns inside and outside, and listened to stories about this wonderful festival, 
including some shared by members of the class.  

 
 

 

MATHLETICS  
Congratulations to Moyosore who achieved his 
gold Mathletics certificate just before half 
term. Excellent work! 

 

ONE MILLION WORDS  
Lucca in Year 5 has been a very busy book worm, 
having already read over one million words since 
the start of the school year! Well done.  
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 Gardening Club has recently signed up to the RHS School Gardening 
Awards and so far has achieved the Level 1 and Level 2 status as a result 
of their hard work to date. There are five awards to achieve in total and it 
is the club’s aim to achieve all five. Well done to all the Saint Nicholas 
gardeners, past and present, as they have all contributed to our award.  

 
 
 

 

 

THIS WEEK IN PRE-SCHOOL 

GARDENING SCHOOL AWARDS  

 

The children in the Caterpillar Room have recently shown an interest in dinosaurs, therefore the pre-
school staff decided to make this the topic of the week. In group time, the children took it in turns to 
choose a baby dinosaur from the nest to care for at home. They decided if their dinosaur was a boy or 
a girl, gave it a name, thought about what they were going to feed it, and how to keep it happy and 
safe. They also took part in a variety of dinosaur related activities.  
 

Meanwhile, there was much excitement in the Butterfly Room, after the arrival of Tallulah the Tidy Up 
Fairy. She wrote a letter to the pre-school children, explaining that she will be watching them every 
day to see who is helping to tidy up, and will then choose a tidy up superstar each day. The children 
wrote a letter to Tallulah, telling her their names, how old they are and what makes them special, and 
they left these letters out for Tallulah to read over lunchtime. They then continued the theme by 
learning all about dragons and fairies.  



4 

 

 

FUNDRAISING BAKE SALE 
On 9th November, the Year 10 finance 
and fundraising committee will be 
running a cake sale to raise funds for the 
Christmas party, which is being planned 
for local elderly residents next month. 
The details are displayed in their poster 
and they would kindly ask pupils to leave 
any cake or cookie donations in the 
school office on the morning of the sale. 
The cake sale itself will take place in the 
arena and pupils are asked to remember 
to bring in some money if they would 
like to purchase any sweet treats on the 
day.  
 
Please can any bakers be mindful that 
we are a nut free school.  
 
 

 

ONLINE COMPUTATIONAL THINKING CHALLENGE  
Mrs Armitage is planning to enter all pupils in Years 4-8 and her Year 9 and 10 computer science GCSE 
pupils into the Bebras Online Computational Thinking Challenge next week. She is also planning to offer 
this opportunity to her Year 11 computer science GCSE group, although it will be optional for these 
pupils, due to the proximity of their mock examinations.   
 

The challenge is open to children all over the world, and no previous experience is required. Those 
achieving a score in the top 10% will be invited to participate in the Oxford University Computing 
Challenge. 
 

Pupils have been doing some practice questions in class this week and the challenge will be run in lessons 
next week.  
 

If pupils wish, they can continue to practise at home through the following website - https://bebras.uk/ - 
although this is completely optional.  

https://bebras.uk/
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SUPERHERO DAY 

 

On Tuesday, Year 1 kick started their new topic, 'Superheroes' with a themed day. Dressed as their 
favourite fictional superhero, the children had great fun creating their own 'Super Spoons' and 
'Superhero Passports', and racing on the back lawns, on the look out for villains. They also explored 
fictional heroes and their characteristics, and are looking forward to exploring real life superheroes and 
significant people in their lives. Super fun! 

YEAR 3 ART  
This week in art, Year 3 pupils were learning  about 
architecture. They looked at the various features of 
different buildings, from the ancient Roman times to 
Art Deco in the early 20th century. They also 
researched famous architects like Sir Christopher 
Wren and explored how he designed famous 
landmarks, such as St Paul's Cathedral in London. 

 

Huge congratulations to Hetty Boo in Year 4 
who passed her yellow belt in karate with 
Distinction over the half term holiday.  

KARATE GRADING 
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ISA ART COMPETITION RESULTS  
We were delighted to host another successful Easter Region ISA Art Competition on the Friday before 
half term. Congratulations to all those that were chosen to represent the school and to those who were 
placed. The following pupils came first in their categories and will now progress to the national finals: 
Joshua (Year 7), Esme, Willow and Fintan (Year 1), Robyn (Year 2), Rocco (Year 3), Lara-Trinity (Year 5), 
Jack (Year 11), Daisy (Year 3), Uma (Year 5) and Jesse (Year 3). The full results are listed below and the 
winning pieces are also pictured.  
 

1st place 
Joshua (Year 7) - Self Portrait 
Esme, Willow and Fintan (Year 1) - Big Bear 
Robyn (Year 2) - Jubilee Cup 
Rocco (Year 3) - My Juicy Apple 
Lara-Trinity (Year 5) - My Roman Sandal 
Jack (Year 10) - Another Time 
Daisy (Year 3) - Sketchbook 
Uma (Year 5) - Sketchbook  
Jesse (Year 3) - Magical Jellyfish  
Uma (Year 5) - My New Home 
Poppy and Ivy (Year 2) - Let Us Save the World Together 
 
2nd place  
Alexander (Year 1) - Elmer Elephant 
Ayden (Year 5) - Mount Everest 
Jake (Year 9) - Jean-Michel Basquiat 
Art Club (Year 3) - Saint Nicholas 
Last Year Class 3D - A cave painting for the future 
Kayla (Year 6) - Aztec Tile 
Oakley, Fintan and Willow (Year 1) - Sh is for Sheep 
Aria (Year 4) - Meerkat 
Imogen (Year 11) - Sea Urchin 
 
Highly Commended  
Emily (Year 8) - Bee Vase 
Poppy and Ralph (Year 2) - Aliens in Space 
Ralph, Joe, Ivy-Rose and Rosie (Year 4) - Celtic Harmony 
Phoebe (Year 10) - Mum and Dad 
Jahzara (Year 10) - Sketchbook 
Manaal (Year 10) - Oranges 
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the next few weeks: 
 

• 4th November - Saint Nicholas Fireworks night (4pm) 

 

• 7th November - Reception to Year 6 flu immunisations 

 

• 8th November - Individual pupil photographs 

 

• 9th November - Year 10 parents evening 

 

• 10th November - Year 2 trip to Colchester Castle 

 

• 10th November - Year 9, 10 and 11 GCSE drama pupils theatre trip to see Blood Brothers  

 

• 10th November - Reception 2023 parents information evening (4.30pm, coffee shop)  

 

• 11th November - Year 9 interim reports issued 
 

• 11th November - Armistice Day 
 

• 11th November - Key Stage 2 Cycling Festival at Mark Hall Academy 
 

• 14th - 18th November - Anti-Bullying Week  
 

• 14th November - Odd Socks Day 
 

• 14th and 16th November - Year 11 mock GCSE languages speaking exams 
 

• 16th November - The 2 Johns online safety workshops 
 

• 16th - 21st November - Lower school assessments 
 

• 17th November - Year 5 trip to Duxford 
 

• 18th November - Children In Need Day 
 

 
 

 

HALLOWEEN COOKING  
Year 7 and 8 pupils have been getting spooky in the food technology room with some fabulous 
Halloween bakes. Take a look below! 
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SPORTS REPORT 

FOOTBALL  
 

On Friday morning, Year 3 and 4 girls attended a football festival at 

Mark Hall Academy. Throughout the thirty matches, all the teams 

were well-managed by school staff who adapted the numbers to 

ensure maximum participation and the girls really enjoyed 

themselves, with plenty of football in between the many cartwheels 

and smiles! Sportsmanship remains a strength of this event and all 

the children had a fantastic time.   

 

Report by April, Year 3 

 

On Friday 14th October, the Year 3 and 4 girls football team competed in a friendly tournament at 

Mark Hall. 

 

We won all five games and there were some amazing defending and passing skills. All the girls played 

really well as a team, with great communication and finishing! 

 

Well done to everyone and keep up the excellent work for the next tournament. 

CRICKET  
 

Cricket was back with a bang this week with the return of 3T cricket club. There are certainly some 
budding cricketers in Year 2 this term!  


