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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
'The end of the summer is not the end of the world. Here's to October!' - A.A. Milne

Dear all,
The end of September has crept up on us, as has
the colder weather, and I am certain that many of
us will be venturing up to our lofts and reluctantly
unpacking our winter coats, hats and scarves. As
we move into the autumn and winter months, it is
a good opportunity to remind parents and pupils
of our winter uniform guidelines which can be
found on our website, under the 'school life'
section. Winter coats, hats, scarves and gloves
should be plain black or navy and the wearing of
these during, and whilst travelling to and from
lessons, is not permitted. For this reason, it is
advisable for pupils, of all ages, to purchase the
school jumper to provide an additional layer.
I am a strong believer that the way you present
yourself affects how you feel, your confidence, and the way you perceive yourself, which scientists call 'enclothed
cognition theory'. For our pupils, wearing the correct uniform and taking pride in their appearance, and the school
they represent, doesn't necessarily equal success, but it will increase their confidence and happiness which has a
positive impact on their self-esteem. To quote fashion designer and filmmaker, Tom Ford, 'Dressing well is a form
of good manners.'
Another busy week has come to a close, with the Year 3 Ancient Greek Day on Monday, the GCSE songwriting
workshop on Wednesday and the Year 8 trip to see 'The Mousetrap' on Thursday afternoon. My personal
highlight of the week was our whole school photograph and I felt immensely proud to take my place as
Headmaster, alongside our pupils and staff. A school photograph captures a moment in the school's history and
freezes it in time, allowing all involved to return to the memory it holds whenever they wish. Revisiting the
photographs I own of my school days, as both pupil and teacher, still bring back a flood of happy memories and I
sincerely hope that this year's photograph provides you with those same emotions in the future.
As we move into the month of October, it is worth noting that next Thursday we celebrate National Poetry Day,
which was the theme of my Lower School Assembly today. I have always felt that poetry is a great literary leveller
as anybody, no matter what their ability, can express, in words, their feelings by writing a poem. With some
predicted warm weather on Saturday, and the vibrancy of colour and sound that autumn provides, this weekend
could be the perfect opportunity to enjoy the great outdoors and, if the mood takes, create some poetry and
memories of your own.
My very best wishes for a relaxing and restful weekend.
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NORFOLK LAKES
Report by Niamh and Francesca, Year 7
Last Wednesday, Year 7 pupils went to Norfolk Lakes. On arrival, we dived straight into the activities,
learning important skills such as caving, orienteering, survival skills, low ropes, rifles, fencing, wall
climbing, raft building and giant paddle boarding. Mrs Ridley-Warren and Mrs Armitage proved
themselves in rifling, achieving the highest scores (they have a great aim so be careful in lessons!). Mr
Ayres also joined us on Thursday and he had very impressive wall climbing skills! Well done Mr Ayres!
Miss Cook ventured out onto the lake on the giant paddle board, accompanied by some of her form,
and managed to complete the session without falling in.
Thank you to all the teachers who accompanied us on the trip. Thank you also to our instructors ‘Kiwi’, ‘Crispy Bacon’, ‘Ellie’, ‘Jaffa Cake’, ‘Ms Molly’, ‘Kale’, ‘Olly the Olive’ and ‘Olly the Orange’. These
were the nicknames that one group gave all the instructors!
Year 7 pupils were asked to think of a word to describe the trip. Suggestions included ‘fun’,
‘adventurous’, ‘enjoyable’, ‘exciting’ and ‘challenging’. We would definitely recommend this trip to
anyone in Year 7 next year!
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ARK FARM
Last Friday, Saint Nicholas played host to travelling farm, Ark Farm, much to the delight of our lower
school pupils (and their teachers) who enjoyed meeting the animals and hearing all about their
favourite things and how to care for them. It was a very successful day and we hope the children
enjoyed the experience.

MATHLETICS
Congratulations to Emilia in Year 5 who has gained her gold Mathletics
certificate. Great work, Emilia!
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VISITING MR AYRES
Year 2 pupils paid Mr Ayres a
special visit this week, to
show him the stories they had
written independently. Mr
Ayres was very impressed
with their work and awarded
each of them with a
Headteacher sticker.
It sounds like we have some
super writers in Year 2! Well
done!

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING
This year’s Macmillan Coffee Morning will take
place on Thursday 6th October.
This year there is a competition to bake the
best green and white themed cake. There are
prizes for lower, middle and upper school and
cakes will be judged on taste, appearance and
relevance to the theme (in other words, the
cake which best represents the Macmillan
charity).
The three winners will receive ten house points
but every entry will receive two house points.
On the morning of the event, cakes should be
brought to Mountbatten Hall, clearly labelled
with the pupil’s name and class. In addition to
the competition, there will also be extra
donation buckets positioned around
Mountbatten Hall, should anyone wish to make
further donations.
Please remember that we are a nut free
school.
Happy baking!
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GARDENING CLUB
This week, gardening club members were delighted to hear that Jude’s Grandad had dried out
candytuft seeds for everyone, and the children carefully planted them in seed trays and pots, in the
hope that they can plant them on as they grow. Thank you to Jude’s Grandad, for this very thoughtful
gesture.

THIS WEEK IN
PRE-SCHOOL
There was magic in the air on Tuesday, as the
pre-school children discovered a fairy garden
had appeared in the muddy area. The children
very much enjoyed meeting the fairies and
looking at all their wonderful homes up in the
trees.

OPEN MORNING
Our whole school Open Morning is taking place on
Saturday 8th October, from 10am until Midday.
We are very grateful to those children who have
agreed to give up their time on this day, to help
showcase our wonderful school to prospective
pupils and their families.
If you know anyone who may be interested in
attending the open morning, please encourage
them to email Mrs Bradley on
admissions@saintnicholasschool.net.
Many thanks.
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SONG WRITING
On Wednesday, our GCSE musicians and a number of our talented Year 8 pupils took part in a day-long
songwriting workshop, which was led by Hannah Jane Lewis.
Hannah is a singer/songwriter from Surrey. Since graduating from New York's Tisch School of the Arts,
with a first degree in Drama and English, Hannah has recently signed a record deal with Polydor
Records and is due to release her first album early next year. She has supported both Rita Ora and Jess
Glynne on tour, which were huge opportunities to showcase her music to big audiences. Hannah
inspires fans to believe in themselves and follow their dreams, and is a contemporary muse to young
people everywhere.
The first part of the day consisted of everyone brainstorming ideas for writing lyrics, followed by
actually composing their own songs. The day finished with all pupils performing what they had created
in the theatre. It was a brilliant day which was thoroughly enjoyed by all the participating pupils.
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IT’S ALL GREEK TO ME!
This week, Year 3 pupils experienced life in Ancient Greek times, as History off the Page came to visit.
They enjoyed a variety of activities including making a potion to cure illness, making olive oil from
olives and creating mosaics and wax tablets. They ended the day with a feast, accompanied by
entertainment including dancing and acting out some Greek tales.

SCHOOL COUNCIL
Report by Bella, Year 11
A new academic year means the creation of a new school council panel. This
September, Mrs Shubrook (lower school) and Mrs Nicholson (middle and
upper school) have worked with school council prefects, Bella and Lyla, to
organise the election of this year’s form school council representatives, using a
ballot voting system among each class. This means the vote is entirely driven
by pupil opinion.
A school council can provide a meaningful and secure way in which pupils can
voice their opinions and express their views so that they can play a part in the
decision making that directly impacts them. Our aim with the student council is to give all pupils a
voice and to help to improve aspects of school life, so that the school is the best it can possibly be. So
far, the school council prefects have organised a self-defence workshop for January via an external
company, for all pupils in Year 7 to 11, as we believe it is important to take teaching beyond
academics, and provide pupils with core skills that will help keep them safe. We are also aware that
many pupils are keen to learn more about protecting themselves. Overall, we are excited about what
can be accomplished with the school council, and know that it is very valuable when it comes to pupil
wellbeing.
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NURSERY PRACTITIONERS REQUIRED
Do you know anyone who would like to work with us?
We are currently recruiting for qualified Nursery Practitioners and Room
Leaders to be a part of our charming new nursery.
The Rocking Horse Nursery will provide care for children from 3 months of
age. The setting consists of fully equipped individual rooms for each age
range, a large dedicated outside space, as well as the use of the beautiful
school grounds and access to the petting animals on site.
The successful candidate must be able to: Distribute warm hugs as and when needed
 Have the confidence to sing (in or out of tune) in front of a crowd
 Whip up a mud pie in all weathers conditions
 Drink pretend cups of tea with great enthusiasm
 Create an inviting and stimulating environment for the children in their care
 Be prepared to feel loved, special and to become an important person in the lives of many young
children and their families.
If you know anyone who may be interested to join us please direct them to the staff vacancies section of
our website where they can find out more information and details on how to apply - https://
www.saintnicholasschool.net/contact-us/staff-vacancies/, or contact Julie Bradley for further information.

YEAR 2 ART
This term in art, Year 2 children are
focusing on the painting techniques
used by well known English artist, LS
Lowry. Lowry often used the art of
perspective in his work so this week
the children have been working on
showing perspective in their sketch books. What
fantastic artists they have all been so far!

SAINT NICHOLAS FIREWORKS NIGHT
REMEBMBER, REMEMBER THE 4TH OF NOVEMBER!
This year, the School’s fireworks evening will take place on Friday 4th November.
Entry is FREE and will be from 4pm onwards. There will be hot food such as
hot dogs and chilli available to purchase, along with a selection of drinks.
The fireworks display will begin at 6pm.
There will be bouncy castles in the arena for lower school pupils to enjoy for
a small charge, and a live DJ on the tennis courts for middle and upper
school pupils, in the lead up to the fireworks display.
We hope to see you there!
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FOREST SCHOOL
Forest school Fridays have got off to a great start this term. Here are some of our Reception and Year 1
pupils building their fantastic dens last week. Great fun!

YEAR 3 COMPUTING
Year 3 pupils have been learning to code using Espresso Coding and this week, they have been learning
to fly a helicopter, up, down, left and right, as well as making it hover. They then had the chance to
design their very own moving object. Well done Year 3, for a fantastic lesson.
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YEAR 4 ART
This week in year 4, pupils researched which sea creatures would live in the blue abyss. They then had
to sketch them, before making them into 3D models using clay. They focused on their shapes and
what finer details they could see on the animals. Next week, pupils will paint their sea creatures and
make a start on the 3D class seascape.

DATES FOR THE DIARY
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the first couple of weeks of the new term:


3rd - 5th October - Book Fair



6th October - Year 4 trip to Paradise Wildlife Park



6th October - Macmillan Coffee Morning



7th October - Year 11 interim reports issued



7th - 10th October - Year 11 trip to Madrid



8th October - Whole School Open Morning



10th October - Harvest Festival at St Mary’s Church



10th October - Hello Yellow Mental Health Day



11th October - Reception trip to Hatters Farm



12th October - Lower school Halloween disco



13th October - Year 11 parents evening



14th October - ISA Eastern region art competition at Saint Nicholas School



17th - 28th October - Half term
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SPORTS REPORT
FUTSAL
Qualification Round Report by George, Year 6
Futsal is very much like 5-a-side football, however the game
uses a harder, heavier ball, taller goals and there are just four
players on a team. I really enjoy futsal, particularly because
everybody is part of the action throughout a 7-minute match
and everyone is really encouraging of each other.
Our team had such a great mindset and we were eager to do
well. We were all desperately wanting Saint Nicholas to qualify
for the finals the following week, so we were a little overexcited in the first game, which we only managed to draw.
However, this gave us the confidence to continue with our
strategies and we won all our remaining games. There were
some amazing goals, especially one by Lucus from our own half,
hitting the top corner of the opposition's goal.
Finals Report by Clayton, Year 6
Last Friday, five pupils from Years 5 and 6 attended the Harlow Schools’ Futsal Finals. The tournament
games were played over 7 minutes and were fast and skillful. The Saint Nicholas team played with
great confidence, with each team member playing well in our set positions, as we dominated
possession throughout the tournament.
Demonstrating great sportsmanship and encouraging each other on the day, we continued to remain
unbeaten and made our way to the final. After scoring first, very early in the final match, each of us
continued to pass the ball well, keeping possession and creating more opportunities. Unfortunately,
whilst making a change of players for an injury, we conceded a goal in the final minutes and shared
the honours with Church Langley, one goal all. We are looking forward to our next football
tournament together as a team.
NETBALL
Report by Bethany, Year 9
Last Tuesday afternoon, we went to St Marks for a netball
tournament against four other schools in our region, for the
first stage of the national schools netball championships.
Games were 7 minutes long with 1 minute for half time. We
used the time well to discuss tactics and to change our
strategy depending on how the game was going. Our first
game was against a strong Burnt Mill team and unfortunately,
we lost 2-4. Next came our toughest game against St Marks
and again we lost 1-9. After a break between games, we
changed pace and found our feet, winning convincingly 7-1
against Passmores and drawing against a strong Chigwell
team. We placed fourth overall, only 2 points from securing a
spot in the next round. Thank you to the Year 8 girls, Annabel
and Eve, for playing with us. We couldn’t have done it without
you. Thank you to Mrs Sanders for taking us and umpiring
our games. Well done girls.
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NETBALL
Report by Annabel, Year 8
Last Wednesday, the Year 8s participated in a tournament with a number of other schools. We played
four matches in total, winning three and losing one. Hollie, Margaux, Clemmie, Amelie A, Eve, Emily
and I played in the team and we showed great team work all through the court, playing at a good
standard for our first tournament this year. Our defence was strong and the attack was brilliant getting
it down to our end. Well done to everyone, we did a great job!

NETBALL
Report by Ellie, Year 11
On Tuesday 27th September, the Year 10 and
11 netball girls travelled to St Marks to
participate in a netball tournament. Everyone
played very well and we worked excellently as
a team. As a result of this, we finished third
overall.
There were some tough matches but we
played to the best of our ability and are going
to continue working hard in training to
improve. Well done to Phoebe and Rhian for
scoring our goals.
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