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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S  DESK 
'Always do your best. What you plant now, you will harvest later.' - Augustine 'Og' Mandino 

Dear all, 
 

Another week has sped past and I feel certain that the 
pupils are ready for a break and a period where they can 
rest, reflect and ready themselves for the second half of 
the autumn term. It has been a high-octane first half of 
term with numerous events, fixtures, residential trips and 
educational visits; I am sure you would join me in thanking 
the staffing team at Saint Nicholas for all their efforts in 
providing a cornucopia of opportunities for the pupils.   
 

The week started with our lower and senior school 
Harvest Festival services which both took place at our 
parish church, St Mary & St Hugh's. Both services provided 
a fitting celebration of harvest time, with some outstanding performances from pupils across the entire 
school. During the daily busyness of school life, it is easy to forget the important role Saint Nicholas School 
plays in the local community and I would like to extend my personal thanks to Reverend Sarah Swift and her 
team, for hosting us, and all our parents for their generous harvest donations. 
 

On Wednesday, the school held its annual Halloween Disco, for pupils in the lower school, and it was 
absolutely spiffing! The pupils, parents and staff looked terrifying in their spooky costumes and DJ TidiMix 
kept everybody entertained and dancing, as he spun the tracks on the wheels of steel. My thanks to the 
Friends of Saint Nicholas for all the hard work that went into making the event such a success! 
 

This evening we are delighted to be hosting the ISA Eastern Region Art Competition and welcoming our 
young artists, from across the region, to the school. Saint Nicholas last hosted the competition in 2020 and 
all involved were impressed with the high calibre of the entries submitted. This year has been no different, 
and we have once again been left inspired by the talent on display and the exceptional quality of the entries 
we have received. German textile artist, Anni Albers is quoted as saying that, 'Art is something that makes 
you breathe with a different kind of happiness.'  Having viewed the work selected to represent Saint 
Nicholas, I felt a sense of pride and happiness in the lead up to the exhibition this evening; well done all! 
 

As we move into a weekend where many churches will be celebrating Harvest Festival, it seems appropriate 
to inform you that next week, people across the United States of America will be supporting their local 
foodbanks with donations, as part of National Food Bank Week.  Last year in the UK, over two million people 
required the support of a foodbanks and that number is predicted to increase in the current financial 
climate. Mother Teresea is quoted as saying that, 'God gives us things to share; God doesn't give us things to 
hold.' If you have the resources, could I actively encourage you to donate generously to your local foodbank 
next week. 
 

My best wishes for a restful and relaxing half-term break. 
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MADRID TRIP  
Report by Kaan and Sienna, Year 11 
 

On 7th October, Year 11 pupils, accompanied by Mrs Burchfield, Mr Russell and Mrs Walker, travelled 
to Madrid. Once we’d arrived at the hostel, we made our way to dinner, where there was lots of 
choice, including paella. Afterwards, we walked through Madrid to a café, where we were able to buy 
incredible churros with a selection of different sauces. To finish our first night, we walked to the Plaza 
Mayor to see how local Spanish people would spend their evening. The next morning, those who study 
Spanish used the metro to travel to their Spanish lesson, which provided a great opportunity to 
improve their Spanish. The other pupils walked to the Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofía, 
where they were able to see some of Picasso’s artwork and enjoy the morning sun on the roof top. 
Afterwards, we all met up again and had lunch before heading on a walking tour of Madrid, with our 
tour guide Fernando. We toured much of Madrid, learning about Spanish life and seeing famous 
buildings such as the Almudena Cathedral. To complete the day, we ate dinner and watched a 
Flamenco show. The show was fantastic and allowed us to see how intricate and beautiful the dancing 
was.  
 

Day three began with us visiting one of the most prestigious football stadiums in the world, the 
Benabéu, home to Real Madrid. Although undergoing renovation, it was an incredible experience, 
understanding their history and seeing the pitch which has been the backdrop to many iconic 
footballing moments. We then made our way to the Plaza de España, which had a market full of 
jewellery, local Spanish food and the world’s biggest Zara store. In the middle of shopping, we enjoyed 
a spot of lunch and from there, we made our way over to the Jardines del Campo del Moro, with 
stunning views of the Royal Palace of Madrid. Memorable moments were made, as we sat in groups on 
benches watching the scenic surroundings. After a somewhat tense walk back to the hostel, due to the 
events in the Arsenal vs Liverpool game, we got ready to go out for some tapas. This was amazing, as 
we experienced eating many small dishes, including patatas bravas and a Spanish omelette. Following a 
filling meal, we made our way back to Plaza Mayor, where we enjoyed soaking up the Spanish culture 
on our last night.  
 

Day four arrived, and after eating breakfast, those who take Spanish GCSE, went to their final university 
lesson. We spoke in Spanish to practise role-playing in a restaurant, and also to discuss our experience 
of Madrid. Meanwhile, the other pupils shopped some more! Before we knew it, our time in Madrid 
came to an end, and we made our way to the airport.  
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 On Thursday 6th October, Year 4 pupils had a fabulous day visiting the endangered animals at 
Paradise Wildlife Park. The Raws and Claws workshop was particularly interesting and taught them 
about habitats, conservation projects around the world and why animals are becoming endangered. 
The children also had the chance to see the school’s new adopted red panda, Milli.  

 
 

 

 

THIS WEEK IN PRE-SCHOOL 

PARADISE WILDLIFE PARK  

What a busy last week of the half term the children have had in pre-school.  Pupils have enjoyed an 
autumn hunt, spotting signs of autumn and explored conkers, pine cones, leaves and berries. They 
have also enjoyed designing their own scarecrows, whilst practising their scissor and gluing 
skills.  Much fun was had exploring pumpkins and using words such as slimy and cold to describe how 
the inside felt.   
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HATTER’S FARM  
Earlier this week, Reception pupils enjoyed a trip to Hatter’s Farm. On arriving at the farm, the children 
went into the Maize Maze, before enjoying some playtime around the farm and then eating their lunch, 
perched on the hay bales. In the afternoon, they were shown how pumpkins were grown and 
participated in a pumpkin/squash scavenger hunt. After waiting very patiently, pupils were then able to 
pick their own pumpkin and also got to watch the teachers use the pumpkin cannons! What a fun day!   

 

RECEPTION 2023 
Parents of pre-school children will be considering their child's transition 
to the Reception class and are invited to attend an information 
evening on Thursday 10th November, at 4.30pm. At Saint Nicholas, our 
EYFS team creates a fun and enabling learning environment for the 
children, and we would welcome the opportunity to talk through the 
learning opportunities and benefits of a Saint Nicholas education. The 
information evening will commence in the coffee shop with a 
presentation and question and answer session, and will include a tour of 
the Reception department, where you will have the opportunity to 
explore the provision, see examples of learning activities and speak to 
Reception teachers. If you would like to attend or have any questions 
about the Reception class, please contact Julie Bradley on 
admissions@saintnicholasschool.net. 

mailto:admissions@saintnicholasschool.net
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HARVEST FESTIVAL 
Report by Fresh, Year 8 
 

This was the first harvest for which we held two services, including a 
second service for the senior pupils. It was a really fun event and 
I personally thought that this was a great idea, as it gave us time to 
reflect on how lucky we are to have fruit and vegetables on our table. 
The chamber choir sang beautifully,  filling us with positive energy and 
making us smile, as we all stood to sing our school hymn with great 
pride. 
 

Harvest festival was so much fun and I hope that we can continue to 
celebrate it like this for years to come. 

 

A NEW ARRIVAL  
There’s a new addition to the Saint Nicholas School family as Mrs Rule 
welcomed Sophie Anna Rule to the world at 1.41am on 12th October. 
Baby Sophie is doing really well and her eldest daughter, Eliza, is loving 
being a big sister. Congratulations Mrs Rule!  
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HARRISONS  

 

Report by Marco, Catering Manager 
 

Open morning last Saturday was an immensely enjoyable experience for the Harrison’s catering team. 
It was a great pleasure to welcome prospective parents to Saint Nicholas School and we worked closely 
with the Friends to make the day memorable for all. 
 

The menu consisted of homemade assorted pastries, artisan breads, lemon shortbreads, roasted 
butternut soup samples, as well as tea, coffee and soft drinks which were served to the many parents 
that attended the very busy and successful open morning. 

ECO CLUB  
This week, some of the eco club members participated in their last club session. Mrs Peckham would 
like to thank them for all their hard work and all the exciting ideas they have shared. The team 
celebrated by building a camp fire, toasting marshmallows and discussing the highlights their personal 
eco club highlights.  



8 

 

 

 

 

SAINT NICHOLAS FIREWORKS NIGHT 
 

REMEBMBER, REMEMBER THE 4TH OF NOVEMBER!  
 

This year, the School’s fireworks evening will take place on Friday 4th 
November.  
 

Entry  is FREE and will be from 4pm onwards. There will be hot food such as 
hot dogs and chilli available to purchase, along with  a selection of drinks.  
 

The fireworks display will begin at 6pm.  
 

There will be bouncy castles in the arena for lower school pupils to enjoy for 
a small charge, and a live DJ on the tennis courts for middle and upper school 
pupils, in the lead up to the fireworks display.  
 

We hope to see you there!  

YEAR 3 AND 4 ART  
This week, Year 3 were busy finishing 
their Marquette's costumes. They had 
to complete the 3D models out of pipe 
cleaners and then cut pieces of fabric 
to make costumes to fit them. Super 
work, Year 3! 

Meanwhile, in Year 4, pupils have enjoyed painting their clay sculptures. They carefully mixed colours to 
make the perfect shade they were after and are now getting ready to make their 3D seascape this Friday. 
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YEAR 2 COMPUTING  
In computing this week, Year 2 children completed their E-safety topic by being 'computational 
thinkers' and learning how to write an algorithm, in order to program a beebot. They tested out their 
algorithms first before using the beebots. They then 'debugged' them if they encountered an error, all 
whilst learning 'online safety dos and don'ts'.  

 

MATHS COMPETITION  

 

HALLOWEEN  
There were 
some very scary 
characters 
wandering 
around the 
school on 
Wednesday for 
the Halloween 
disco.  
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the next few weeks: 
 

• 17th - 28th October - Half term  

 

• 2nd November - Lower school parents’ evening 

 

• 3rd November - Year 11 Further Education evening (4.30pm, theatre) 

 

• 4th November - Year 10 interim reports issued 

 

• 4th November - Saint Nicholas Fireworks night (4pm) 

 

• 7th November - Reception to Year 6 flu immunisations 

 

• 8th November - Individual pupil photographs 

 

• 9th November - Year 10 parents evening 

 

• 10th November - Year 2 trip to Colchester Castle 

 

• 10th November - Year 9, 10 and 11 GCSE drama pupils theatre trip to see Blood Brothers  

 

• 10th November - Reception 2023 parents information evening (4.30pm, coffee shop)  

 

• 11th November - Year 9 interim reports issued 
 

 

 

FOREST SCHOOL  
In last Friday’s Forest School, Year 1 made woodland animals using clay, mud, sticks, leaves and 
anything else they could find. Great imagination, Y ear 1.  
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SPORTS REPORT 

SWIMMING  
 

Report by Kayla, Year 6  
 

On Thursday 6th October, Pumpkin in 
Year 4, Harrison, Bethany, Lucas and Evie 
in Year 5, and Isabelle, Casta, Max M, 
Max S and Kayla in Year 6 travelled to 
Ipswich Crown Pools to compete in the 
ISA Eastern region swimming finals.   
 

I competed in the 50m butterfly, 50m 
freestyle and the relay event and came 
first in the 50m butterfly. This means I 
have now qualified, along with Pumpkin 
in Year 4 who also won her race, for the 
national ISA swimming championships on 
Saturday 3rd December at the London 
Aquatic Centre, Stratford.   
 

Everyone swam so well and showed great 
team spirit, cheering each other on.  It 
was a very exciting day!   

RUGBY 
 

Report by Mr Tucker 
 

The Year 9 rugby team participated in their 
first set of fixtures on Wednesday at Harlow 
Rugby Club. 
 

On a smaller than expected pitch, the team 
stepped up to the plate, adapting their game 
plan and enjoyed the physicality of all three 
games. 
 

Some good rugby was played in patches, 
however, some small improvements 
need to be made for the next 
tournament.  
 

We enjoyed a convincing win over 
Passmores, with some fantastic rucking 
and mauling by Rocco, Joe and Charlie, 
which proved a great start to the day. 
 

Unfortunately, the next game was a loss 
against Saint Marks. Saint Nicholas had 
all the possession, but a few missed 
tackles proved costly. 
 

In our final game, we redeemed ourselves with a well earned draw against Burnt Mill. 
 

Well done to all the boys involved in what was a great afternoon of rugby. 
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 RUGBY  
 

Report by Mr Brown 
 

Playing at Harlow Rugby Club, the selected Year 7 and 8 pupils 
demonstrated a strategic approach. Players defended on the front foot 
successfully, pressured their opponents consistently and took advantage of 
possession of the ball each time. Positioning themselves to run into space 
and rucking quickly when tackled, allowed the team to release the ball and 
cross the try line unchallenged a number of times. 
 

They cruised to a four try win in the first game against Passmores and drew 
level with St Mark’s, after scoring two tries late in the second game. This 
was great preparation for the West Essex and Harlow schools competitions, 
on our return after half term.  

NETBALL  
 

Report by Delilah, Year 9 
 

On Wednesday evening, the netball 
team competed in a tournament held at 
Passmores, in which we lost three 
matches and won three.  
 

When we got there it started raining, 
which made the court slippery and the 
ball difficult to catch, but that didn’t 
stop us. We lost the first game 4-0 to 
Passmores. We kept our heads high and 
won the next against game against 
Stewards 2-1. As the games went on, we 
played better and better, and had 
confidence within ourselves and the 
team.  
 

Thank you to all the girls who played in 
this tournament, especially Annabel and 
Eve in Year 8 for joining the matches 
and being great team players. Our 
chosen player of the tournament went 
to Polly. Well done Polly and all the girls 
who took part.  
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NETBALL  
 
Report by Lois, Year 11 
 
On Wednesday 12th October, Year 10 
and Year 11 girls participated in their last 
netball tournament of the season at 
Passmores. After a downpour of rain, the 
courts were slippery, which meant 
playing conditions weren’t optimal but 
we fought hard against every school we 
played.  
 

Everyone played excellently in the first 
game, convincingly defeating Passmores 
7-0. After this we came away with 
another win against Stewards, 2-1. 
Unfortunately, we then lost three games 
in a row as we just couldn’t find our flow. 
However, we came back to defeat SFG  
3-1 and finished the tournament in 3rd 
place.  
 

We have made huge improvements since 
the start of the season and have gelled 
well as a team. Well done team.  

NETBALL  
 
Report by Lyla, Year 11 
 

On Thursday 29th September, Year 10 and 11 girls 
(Lois, Lyla, Ellie, Lily, Phoebe, Rhian, Desiree and Lucy) 
travelled to Mark Hall to compete in a netball 
tournament.  
 

Well done to all the girls. We worked excellently as a 
team and as a result of the hard work on the court, we 
managed to place 3rd out of 6 teams The standard of 
netball was very high so we were proud to place 3rd.  
 

Thank you so much to all the girls and Mrs Sanders for 
coaching us. 
 

 


