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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S  DESK 
'A hero is any person who is really intent on making this a better place for all people.' - Maya Angelou 

 

Dear all, 
 

In October, we celebrate our heroes and this week we have 
marked not only World Teachers' Day but also the 
beginning of Black History Month. In my Black History 
Month assembly today, I shared with the senior pupils 
some of the people who have inspired me during my time 
on the planet. Amongst them is Ian Wright, who overcame 
the early setback of an extremely difficult childhood, thanks 
to the initial support of his primary school teacher. I feel 
certain that like Mr Wright, many of us have had a teacher 
who has played a significant role in our lives, mine was Mr 
Kevin Wyre, and it was super to celebrate and thank the 
teachers endeavouring to 'make this a better place for all 
people' on World Teachers' Day. To quote author Michael 
Morpurgo, 'It's the teacher that makes the difference, not 
the classroom.' 
 

As aforementioned, October is Black History Month and this week we 'kicked the month off' with some 
themed lessons and assemblies. Black History Month is a national celebration and a time to promote the 
contribution black people have made, over the centuries, in shaping the dynamic and diverse country we 
have today. You can learn more about Black History Month and find information and resources by clicking on 
the link below: 
 

https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/ 
 

As we look forward to the weekend ahead, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the pupils and 
parents who are sacrificing their Saturday morning to support our Open Morning tomorrow. The October 
Open Morning is a key date in the School's recruitment and retention calendar, and I am sure you will be 
delighted to learn that we are, once again, preparing for a very busy morning. Amazon founder, Jeff Bezos is 
quoted as saying that, 'If you build a great experience, customers tell each other about it. Word of mouth is 
very powerful.' As Headmaster, it is extremely reassuring to learn that you, as our parent body, are vocal in 
your praise for the school and are recommending Saint Nicholas to your friends and families, my thanks and 
keep it up! 
 

My very best wishes for a relaxing and restful weekend. 
 
 
 

https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/
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YEAR 8 THEATRE TRIP 
Report by Emily, Year 8 
 

On Thursday 19th September, Year 8 pupils were treated to a trip to Saint Martin's theatre to see a 
performance of The Mousetrap by Agatha Christie. We travelled by coach to London and took our seats 
in the theatre. The first act of the play built the tension and suspense of the storyline, and we were 
learning about the characters with curiosity. During the interval, everyone was chatting and discussing 
who they believed committed the first surprising murder! With intrigue, we took our seats for the 
second act, in which there was a lot more mystery, suspense and action. At the end of the play, there 
was a plot twist that no one was expecting, it was a shock for all. Thank you Miss Agrotis, for organising 
the trip and to the staff who came along with us. Everyone had a great day. 
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 Miss Perdrisat and Mrs Nicholson’s 
after school multicultural dance club is 
currently working on a routine that will 
be performed at the cheerleading 
festival, which will be taking place in 
December. Here they are practising 
their human pyramid.   
 
In the new year, club members will 
also be taking part in the Essex 
Multicultural Dance Festival, which will 
take place in February. The squad are 
planning an Afro beat dance and can’t 
wait to get started!  

 

 

THIS WEEK IN PRE-SCHOOL  

SAINT NICHOLAS CHEER! 

This week, pre-school’s cooking sessions involved the Little Saints creating a hedgehog bread roll.  They 
skillfully used a fork to make spikes and added two raisins for eyes. The results were great and all the 
children agreed that the rolls smelt delicious whilst they were cooking!  

 

GARDENING CLUB  
Gardening club members 
loved being able to add 
some colour to the infant 
playground this week, by 
adding winter flowering 
pansies and violas to the 
flower boxes. Great 
teamwork!  
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A MARATHON EFFORT 
Saint Nicholas has an official Guinness World Record holder in its midst! Last weekend, Mrs Shubrook 
became one of three women to have ever completed a marathon as a four legged team. 
Congratulations Mrs Shubrook for completing the race in 5 hours and 8 minutes and raising over 
£3,700 for Children with Cancer UK. What an inspiration you are!  
 
 

 

LONG SERVICE AWARD  
At the weekend, Mrs. Bedford received a special long 
service award from her teaching union, in recognition of 
her having been in the profession for a very impressive 
25 years, 20 of which have been at Saint Nicholas.  
 

 

CODING WEEK  
As part of Coding Week, this week the Year 2 children have been using laptops to explore 'hour of 
code'. They were especially excited to create algorithms using Mario!  
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LOWRY ART DAY  

 

YEAR 4 SCIENCE  
Last week, Year 4 pupils took their science lesson outside into the eco area, where the children worked 
with a partner to hunt for invertebrates. They used a key to help them identify their findings, and it 
was fascinating to see how many insects and bugs they discovered. Well done, Year 4.  

 
 

The Year 2 children very much enjoyed their Lowry themed art day last Friday. They certainly looked 
the part and worked hard to follow the style of the well known artist’s industrial drawings. Great work, 
Year 2! 
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HARVEST FESTIVAL PREPARATIONS  
Pupils are looking forward to Harvest Festival next week and in preparation for this, Year 4 have been busy 
creating Harvest prayers by using PowerPoint and reading them out to the rest of the class.  

 

SAINT NICHOLAS FIREWORKS NIGHT 
 

REMEBMBER, REMEMBER THE 4TH OF NOVEMBER!  
 

This year, the School’s fireworks evening will take place on Friday 4th November.  
 

Entry  is FREE and will be from 4pm onwards. There will be hot food such as 
hot dogs and chilli available to purchase, along with  a selection of drinks.  
 

The fireworks display will begin at 6pm.  
 

There will be bouncy castles in the arena for lower school pupils to enjoy for 
a small charge, and a live DJ on the tennis courts for middle and upper 
school pupils, in the lead up to the fireworks display.  
 

We hope to see you there!  
 

 

ART CLUB  
In Tuesday’s art club, pupils watched a video entitled 'Austin's Butterfly', which was about a little boy who 
did not accept the first draft of the artwork he created and had to look scientifically at ways to improve it. 
Pupils then discussed how looking scientifically at the world around them can actually make them better 
artists, before using this technique to create an autumn leaf picture.  
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ISA EASTERN REGION ART COMPETITION 
Next Friday, the School will proudly host the ISA Eastern region art competition. Entries will be displayed 
in the theatre and parents are welcome to view the artwork on Thursday from 3pm—5pm.  
 

Congratulations to those that have been chosen to represent Saint Nicholas, whose pieces of artwork 
are shown below. Good luck to Alexander (Year 1), Robyn (Year 2), Ayden (Year 5), Joshua (Year 7), Jake 
(Year 9), Hanna (last year’s Year 11), Esme, Willow and Finton (Year 1), Kayla (Year 6), Emily (Year 9), 
Leilani (last year’s Year 11), Oakley, Finton and Willow (Year 1), Poppy and Ralph (Year 2), Ralph, Joe,  
Ivy-Rose, Rosie and Sam (Year 4), Rocco (Year 3), Poppie (Year 4), Phoebe (Year 10), Zach (last year’s 
Year 11), Lara-Trinity (Year 5), Jack (Year 10), Daisy (Year 3), Uma (Year 5), Jazhara (Year 10), Jesse (Year 
3), Manaal (Year 10), Imogen (Year 11), Poppy and Ivy (Year 2), class 3D pupils and art club pupils.  
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ISA EASTERN REGION ART  
COMPETITION CONTINUED  

 

MACMILLAN CAKE SALE  
Report by Isabelle, Charities Prefect, Year 11 
 

Yesterday, the School hosted the annual Macmillan coffee morning. It was a really successful event, with 
many amazing cakes baked for the competition. Thank you to all that entered and congratulations to the 
winners for their brilliant and creative designs.  The winners are: 
 

Lower School: Nixie, Year 5 
Middle School: Jack, Year 6 
Upper School: Joseph, Year 9 
 

I am happy to report that we raised £1,000 for the Macmillan charity. Thank you to everyone who 
donated, especially the Friends who donated £350 as a result of a sponsored walk.  
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the first couple of 
weeks of the new term: 
 

• 8th October - Whole School Open Morning  

 

• 10th October - Harvest Festival at St Mary’s Church (pupils only) 
 

• 10th October - Hello Yellow Mental Health Day 
 

• 11th October - Reception trip to Hatter’s Farm 
 

• 12th October - Lower school Halloween disco 
 

• 13th October - Year 11 parents evening 
 

• 14th October - ISA Eastern region art competition at Saint Nicholas School  
 

• 17th - 28th October - Half term  
 

 

FOREST SCHOOL  
Forest School Fridays are proving a huge hit. Last week, the Reception pupils enjoyed leaf threading, 
while the Year 1 children embarked on a stick hunt around the school grounds, before constructing 
their very own Stick Man.  
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SPORTS REPORT 

NETBALL  
 
Report by Ella, Year 7 
 

On Tuesday, Scarlett, Holly, 
Frankie, Grace, Francesca, Niamh, 
Ella, Evie and Alana competed in a 
netball tournament at Mark Hall.  
 
We only conceded two goals in 
the tournament and won all five 
games, resulting in our team 
becoming the overall champions 
of the tournament. Well done to 
everyone on the team. We very 
much enjoyed it and there was 
some amazing defending and 
shooting! 
 

NETBALL  
 
Report by Amelie, Year 8 
 

We travelled to Mark Hall to take part in our 
second tournament against other Harlow 
schools.  
 

Due to a couple of missing players, some 
playing positions were moved around, but this 
did not stop us from dominating the court and 
securing lots of wins. We have been working 
hard in training on both our attack and defense 
and this showed in our play and the final 
scores.  
 

We won against Passmores 3-2, Stewards 6-1, 
Burnt Mill 1-0 and Mark Hall 4-0, and lost just 
one game against St Marks 4-1.  
 

This placed us second overall which we were 
very pleased with.  
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 RUGBY  
 
Report by Rhys, Year 11 
 

On Wednesday afternoon, the Saint Nicholas senior rugby team, consisting of Year 10 and Year 11 
pupils, kicked off the new season by playing two tough matches against St Mark’s and Passmores.  
 

We started strongly against Passmores, scoring within the first minute, with Brandon making a diving 
try on the wing. We ran back, ready to go again and Jack made a great run through, scoring us our 
second try. Throughout both matches, Jack and Jago made some great runs through their lines and 
were well supported at the ruck by Conrad, Kane and Jack. From the kick off, Oliver made a great run 
on the wing, getting past a number of defenders and setting up the try for Conrad to finish. We ended 
the game strongly, with Brandon scoring another great try to eventually secure the win, 20-0.  
 

After this match, we went straight back and set up to face St Mark’s. This was a close game right until 
the end, however, with Zachary’s good scrummaging and Henry’s good tackling, we continued to put 
the pressure on. Towards the end of the game, Conrad and I made a breakthrough on the wing. St 
Mark’s turned over the ball, however they knocked it on and we had a last scrum to win us the game. 
Conrad picked up the ball from the back of the scrum, ran towards the line and scored, securing our 
second victory. 
 

It was a great start to our rugby year and we hope to win many more in the near future. 
 

A big thank you to Mr Brown for taking us and coaching us, and another thank you to Mr Tucker for 
coming down at short notice to give us some tips to get the wins.  

 

   


