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'Continually push yourself out of your comfort zone. Push yourself to stretch as you try new things each day.' - 
Brian Tracey 
 

Dear all, 
 

A rapid four-day week has passed and we have had a great deal to occupy the mind, after the emotional events of 
the bank holiday weekend.  
 

The highlight of the week was the Year 7 trip to Norfolk Lakes and it was a great pleasure to join our pupils on 
Wednesday evening, for what proved to be a very enjoyable trip. Eleanor Roosevelt was famously quoted as 
saying, 'Do one thing every day that scares you,’ and it was great to watch our Year 7 pupils push themselves out 
of their comfort zone and enjoy a device free, three days of adventurous activities. 
 

The week culminated with a busy Friday which started with my 'Hobbit' themed senior assembly. Every year, on 
September 22nd, we mark 'World Hobbit Day' and celebrate J.R.R Tolkien's influential Lord of the Rings saga and 
the journey of these remarkable characters. As I informed the seniors today, we can learn a great many life 
lessons from Hobbits, which include: 
• Pushing yourself out of your comfort zone; 

• The value of a strong work ethic, as Samwise Gamage remarks: 'It's the job that is never started that takes 
longest to finish.' 
• The importance of forgiving and forgetting; 

• That anybody can make a difference, as Lady Galadriel tells Frodo, 'Even the smallest person can change the 
course of the future.'  
• That hard times always reveal true friends. 
• To quote Gandalf the Grey: 'Hobbits really are amazing creatures!' 
 

Friday also marked our first Open Morning of the academic year, as we welcomed prospective parents for our  
pre-school and, soon to be opening, Rocking Horse Nursery. The school has grown exponentially over the last few 
years, and it was with great excitement that I welcomed so many new families, including a few past pupils who 
now have their own families, to our wonderful school.  
 

Yesterday, we said farewell to Mrs Lucy Rule as she had her final day before departing on maternity leave. I know 
that pupils, parents and staff will miss her during this period of maternity leave, and I feel certain that you would 
join me in wishing her all the very best, as she looks forward to the birth of her second child. I am very pleased to 
announce that Mr Anthony Hanch, an experienced Head of Geography who has taught in several schools locally, 
will be joining us from Monday to cover Mrs Rule's maternity leave. 
 

As we move into the weekend, I am reminded that Sunday marks National Comic Book Day. Besides being great 
fun, reading comics and graphic novels have proven benefits in developing reading comprehension skills, as 
they require the reader to read between the lines, draw interpretations, and synthesize the information. By 
interacting with both the text and images, the reader can easily comprehend and visualize the story. The more 
they do this, the easier and quicker they can build their reading comprehension skills. With that in mind, why not 
celebrate National Comic Book Day by diving into one over the weekend? 
 

My best wishes for a relaxing and restful weekend 

FROM THE HEADMASTER’S  DESK 
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We are delighted to announce that Saint Nicholas School 
has been awarded the Eco Schools Green Flag 
accreditation for commitment to sustainability and taking 
action to prevent climate change.  
 

Congratulations in particular must go to our Eco 
Committee, championed by Mrs Peckham and Mr Jackson, 
who have been instrumental in earning this coveted award.  
 

The group began the process by conducting an 
environmental review, assessing the School’s eco-friendly 
credentials. They reviewed everything from our recycling 
practices, to energy usage, to how environmental themes 
are covered in classrooms. Building on their findings, they 
then planned a year of activities based around the three 
Eco-Schools topics: Diversity, School Grounds and Litter. 
 

Activities included delivering new recycling bins to every 
classroom, taking part in the Great Big School Clean and 
giving every class in the lower school a class plant to be 
responsible for.  
 

We are  incredibly proud to have received this award, and 
are now proudly flying our new green flag in front of 
Hillingdon House.  

ECO SCHOOLS GREEN FLAG AWARD 

 

NORFOLK LAKES   
A full report will follow in next week’s newsletter, but in the meantime, here is a snapshot of some of 
the activities that have been enjoyed by the Year 7 pupils in Norfolk so far.  
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 DRAMA CLUB  
Miss Agrotis, Mrs Bradford and Mrs Johnson were delighted to see so many pupils at drama club on 
Tuesday, ready to make a start on the drama house competition.  The four houses had a lovely mix of 
all year groups, and they worked really well together to decide which Grimm fairy tale to work 
on. Each group now has a script which they can adapt and, from next week, the fun begins as they 
start working out characters and costumes etc. There is still space for a few more pupils to join the 
club, so anyone interested is very welcome to attend.  
 
 

 

ECO CLUB  

 
 

This week in eco club, pupils were 
busy harvesting the vegetables and 
tidying up the allotments. They also 
continue to enjoy tending to our 
resident goats, by checking they 
have  clean water and bedding. 
Keep up the great work team eco 
club!  
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AUTUMN POEMS 
Earlier this week, the children in Year 2 created autumn kenning poetry. A kenning poem is one that 
describes something without using its name.  The poems were made up of two-worded descriptions - a 
noun and an adjective, and once written, the children confidently presented their poetry to the rest of 
the class.  

 

THIS WEEK IN PRE-SCHOOL  
The children in the Butterfly Room have enjoyed taking part in show and tell this week. They chose a 
special item or book to bring in and talk about to their peers.  This activity not only helps the children 
to settle into their environment, but also develops their communication and language, personal, social 
and emotional skills to name a few.  
 

The Caterpillar children took their dinosaurs on a prehistoric adventure, and then buried them in the 
sand to make some dino fossils! They shovelled and sprinkled sand over their dinos until not a spine or 
armoured plate could be seen! 
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MRS SHUBROOK’S WORLD RECORD ATTEMPT  
 In just over a week’s time, Mrs Shubrook will be doing the unthinkable and running the London 
Marathon with two friends, as a four legged competitor, for a Guinness World Record attempt! They 
will be running to raise money for children with cancer, and will go down in the record books as the 
first women to have ever completed the race in this way. Best of luck Mrs Shubrook!  

 

 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING  
This year’s Macmillan Coffee Morning will take 
place on Thursday 6th October.  
 
This year there is a competition to bake the 
best green and white themed cake. There are 
prizes for lower, middle and upper school and 
cakes will be judged on taste, appearance and 
relevance to the theme (in other words, the 
cake which best represents the Macmillan 
charity).  
 
The three winners will receive ten house points 
but every entry will receive two house points. 
On the morning of the event, cakes should be 
brought to Mountbatten Hall, clearly labelled 
with the pupil’s name and class. In addition to 
the competition, there will also be extra 
donation buckets positioned around 
Mountbatten Hall, should anyone wish to make 
further donations. 
 
Please remember that we are a nut free 
school.  
 
Happy baking!  
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NURSERY PRACTITIONERS REQUIRED 
Do you know anyone who would like to work with us? 
The Rocking Horse Nursery, scheduled to open in the 
spring, is offering an exciting opportunity for ambitious, 
motivated and professional practitioners to join our 
friendly and experienced team. 
 

We are currently recruiting for qualified Nursery 
Practitioners and Room Leaders to be a part of our 
charming new nursery set within our beautiful and 
extensive grounds. 
 

The Rocking Horse Nursery will provide care for children 
from 3 months of age. The setting consists of fully equipped individual rooms for each age range, a 
large dedicated outside space, as well as the use of the beautiful school grounds and access to the 
petting animals on site. 
 

The successful candidate must be able to:- 
• Distribute warm hugs as and when needed 

• Have the confidence to sing (in or out of tune) in front of a crowd 
• Whip up a mud pie in all weathers conditions 

• Drink pretend cups of tea with great enthusiasm 
• Create an inviting and stimulating environment for the children in their care 

• Be prepared to feel loved, special and to become an important person in the lives of many young                                               
                  children and their families. 
 

If you know anyone who may be interested, please direct them to the staff vacancies section of our 
website where they can find out more information and details on how to apply - https://
www.saintnicholasschool.net/contact-us/staff-vacancies/, or to contact Julie Bradley for further 
information.  

 

UNIFORM DONATIONS 
Thank you to those who have recently donated uniform for 
second hand sale. However, we would like to kindly remind 
everyone that the recycling box next to the Friends shop is not 
for donating items of school uniform. Any items of clothes that 
you wish to donate should either be handed into Mrs Wheatley 
in the school office, or given to the Friends during the shop 
opening hours, which is every Monday 3.30pm - 5pm.  
 
Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 
 

Many thanks, the Friends.  

https://www.saintnicholasschool.net/contact-us/staff-vacancies/
https://www.saintnicholasschool.net/contact-us/staff-vacancies/
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the first couple of 
weeks of the new term: 

 

• 26th September - Reception parents information meeting and 
coffee morning (9am - 10am) 

 

• 26th September - Year 3 History Off the Page Ancient Greece 
Day 

 

• 28th September - GCSE music pupils song writing workshop  
 

• 29th September - Whole school panoramic photograph being 
taken 

 

• 29th September - Year 8 theatre trip to see The Mousetrap 
 

• 29th September - Year 9 introduction to Key Stage 4 introduction evening for pupils and parents 
(4.30pm—6pm) 

 

• 29th September - Year 10 introduction to work experience for pupils and parents (5.30pm - 6pm) 
 

• 29th September - 5th October - Book fair  
 

• 30th September - Year 1 information meeting and coffee morning (9am) 
 

• 6th October - Year 4 trip to Paradise Wildlife Park  
 

• 6th October - Macmillan Coffee Morning  
 

• 7th October - Year 11 interim reports issued 
 

• 7th - 11th October - Year 11 trip to Madrid 
 

• 8th October - Whole School Open Morning  
 

 

 

IT’S ALL GREEK TO ME! 
Ahead of their History Off the Page Ancient Greece day on Monday, Year 3 pupils have started 
learning about Greek gods and goddesses. The children have been working really hard to find out key 
information to enable them to write their own non-chronological report. 
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FUTSAL  
 
Well done to our superstar Year 5 and 6 futsal squad, who were unbeaten last Friday to qualify 
comfortably for the forthcoming futsal finals. Great teamwork boys! 
 
 

SPORTS REPORT 


