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 'To live in hearts we leave behind, is not to die.' - Thomas Campbell 
 

Dear all, 
 

An extremely positive second week of term has come to a close and I have been reminded, once again, of how 
working with young people can provide you with great joy, and times of great sadness. As I toured the school, 
visiting lessons and carrying out my weekly duties, I have been inspired by the pupils' zest for life, enthusiasm 
and focus. As we move into what, I feel certain, will prove to be an emotional weekend, I would encourage us all 
to remember the old adage that states: 'There's joy and wonder everywhere when you see the world through 
the eyes of a child.' 
 

This weekend may provide some challenges for you as parents, as, whilst dealing with your own emotions, you 
endeavour to field questions and have sensitive conversations with your children regarding Her Majesty's State 
Funeral. In school, we have endeavoured to open up lines of communication during assemblies, PSHE sessions, 
form time and daily lessons but I am well aware that your children may leave the most difficult questions and 
conversations for you at home. With this in mind, please find a link below to both a bereavement charity called 
Winston's Wish, who have been supporting grieving children and families for over 30 years, and a page on the 
Save the Children website which provides six tips on guiding the conversation about The Queen's death: 
 

Winston's Wish 
 

Save the Children 
 

Please accept my thoughts and best wishes for a bank holiday weekend that will live long in the memory. 

FROM THE HEADMASTER’S  DESK 

 

ART CLUB’S TRIBUTE TO HER 
MAJESTY 

In memory of Queen Elizabeth II, art club members have been 
looking at the artist, Eleanor Tomlinson’s sweet tribute to Her 
Majesty (bottom right), which pictures the monarch holding hands 
with Paddington Bear, as a nod to the heart warming clip shared as 
part of the Platinum Jubilee celebrations. Pupils used water colours 
to recreate their own version of the picture which resulted in some 
beautiful pieces of art.  

https://www.winstonswish.org/supporting-you/supporting-children-death-of-queen/
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/blogs/2022/talking-to-kids-about-the-queens-death
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 RECEPTION’S CROWNING GLORY 
Last Friday, Reception children paid their own special tribute to Queen Elizabeth II by each making a 
crown to wear in honour of Her Majesty.  
 

 

YEAR 3 ART  
In art this week, Year 3 pupils were learning about the famous sculptor, Henry Moore. They focused 
on the outlines and used charcoal to add a new effect. Fabulous work, Year 3.  
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HEALTHY SMILES 
The pre-school is undertaking Healthy Smiles Accreditation Training, which will allow us to promote the 
importance of healthy tooth hygiene and how we can support this.  In order to promote this, we are 
implementing a Tooth Friendly Celebration Policy for the Pre-school and Reception classes. 
 

In our EYFS we recognise that a birthday is a very special time for young children and we want to 
ensure it is celebrated in an enjoyable, healthy and tooth friendly way, by singing ‘Happy Birthday’ to 
the birthday child whilst they wear our special birthday hat. 
 

We ask parents not to bring in any cake or unhealthy treats to celebrate birthdays. There is no 
expectation for parents to provide anything for the birthday child to bring in, however, if you would 
like to, a nice idea would be to provide a book for our book corner that everyone can enjoy, and write a 
message in the front to say that the book was given to celebrate CHILD NAME’s birthday. 
 

We would like to thank you for your support.  

 

FOREST SCHOOL CLUB  
The theme for Forest School club this week was Roald Dahl, and the Year 2 club members created 
some fantastic dream jars, inspired by The BFG. They also did some work entitled The Queen’s View, 
whereby they looked at different views through a silhouette of the Queen’s head.  
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SCIENCE CLUB  
This week in science club, the children were investigating how magnets work. They enjoyed testing 
different items to see if they were magnetic and investigated what makes magnets attract or repel. 
The challenge for the week was ‘how many paper clips can your magnet hold?’ and they all very much 
enjoyed finding lots of different ways to investigate this!  

 

FOOD PREPARATION & NUTRITION  
Practical food preparation lessons commenced this week after the summer break, with Year 8 pupils 
making fresh pasta which they seemed to really enjoy. Buon appetito tutti! 
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EYFS OPEN MORNING  
As I am sure you are aware, we are opening a nursery. 
Rocking Horse Nursery is an exciting new development at Saint 
Nicholas School. Situated in the old stables and farmhouse in the 
beautiful grounds of the School, the setting will be a year round facility 
for children aged 3 months to 3 years. Building work is well underway 
and we have begun recruiting our nursery practitioners. We anticipate 
that the nursery will open its doors in January 2023. 
 

We are holding an EYFS open morning on Friday 23rd September, 10am-midday. This event is 
specifically for parents of prospective nursery, and also pre-school and Reception children. A range of 
fun and interesting activities will be available for children to join in with, including 
www.ArkFarm.co.uk, who will be bringing their small animals for a hands-on experience, and parents 
will have the opportunity to view areas of the new setting plus the pre-school and school, and chat to 
staff. Please contact Julie Bradley, Admissions Secretary, if you would like to register for the event or 
require further information and do please feel free to invite friends and family to come along.  
 

http://www.arkfarm.co.uk/
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YEAR 1 TOY MUSEUM TRIP  
Year 1 pupils enjoyed a fantastic trip to The House on the Hill Museum at Stansted Mountfitchet 
Castle, to kick start their topic, Memory Box, and bring to life toys of a bygone era. They toured the 
collection, viewing transport toys that have changed over the years, fragile china dolls, dolls made 
from plastic in the 1950s, wooden toys such as puppets, and toys related to television shows, Disney 
films and Thunderbirds to name a few. A particular highlight for the children was using an old penny 
to operate amusement games from the 1930s. They also found it interesting to learn that there were 
240 old pennies in £1. 

 

 

MATHLETICS  
Congratulations to Lara in Year 5 who has already earned her gold 
Mathletics certificate. What a fabulous achievement just a few days into 
the new school year.   
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ECO CLUB NEWS  
 Eco club members have had another busy week, tidying up the eco garden and making new bug 
hotels.  

 

 

E-SCOOTER SAFETY  
We have been asked by Essex Police, to help spread 

the word about the incorrect use of electric scooters. 

They are extremely dangerous and recently there 

have been numerous incidents of people being hit or 

knocked over, or people falling off them, resulting in 

injury. The police would also like to highlight that 

anyone using an e-scooter is a target for theft as they 

are often used to flee a crime scene quickly. 
 

Whilst it is appreciated that many of these scooters 

have been purchased as gifts, ultimately they are 

100% illegal to use anywhere except a private garden 

or land for which written permission has been 

obtained. 
 

In particular, Essex Police have noticed that many 

children and parents are using these e-scooters for 

journeys to and from school and have committed to 

cracking down on this usage, by stopping individuals 

and seizing the scooters.  
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the first couple of weeks of the new term: 
 

• 19th September - School closed for Queen’s State Funeral 

 

• 21st - 23rd September - Year 7 to Norfolk Lakes 
 

• 22nd September - Year 11 parent meeting for Madrid trip (4.30pm in 
the theatre) 

 

• 23rd September - EYFS Open Morning and Ark Farm event (10am) 

 

• 26th September - Year 3 History Off the Page Ancient Greece Day 
 

• 28th September - GCSE music pupils song writing workshop  
 

• 29th September - Whole school panoramic photograph being taken 
 

• 29th September - Year 8 theatre trip to see The Mousetrap 
 

• 29th September - Year 9 introduction to Key Stage 4 introduction evening (4.30pm—6pm) 
 

• 29th September - 5th October - Book fair  
 

• 30th September - Year 1 information meeting and coffee morning (9am) 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

THIS WEEK IN PRE-SCHOOL 
On Thursday the Caterpillar children paid a visit to the Saint Nicholas School goats. As luck would have 
it, the goats were just about to have their lunch, so the children enjoyed watching the hungry bunch 
chomp away on their food which had been delivered by one of our lovely estates team, John. After 
this, the children sat nicely together to listen to the story, ‘The Three Billy Goats Gruff’.  
 

The children in the Butterfly room have been busy this week, using mirrors to look at their features 
and drawing self portraits to be displayed in the room.  Every child draws their portrait once a term 
and it’s lovely to see the progress that is made. 
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CHANGE 4 LIFE  
 

Last Friday, our Year 4 pupils attended this year’s opening Harlow festival – Change 4 Life. Pupils from 

a number of primary schools participated in a range of fun activities designed to get them active whilst 

having fun. Sports leaders worked hard to lead and demonstrate the activities to our team, and all of 

our pupils joined in with enthusiasm throughout the morning. At the end of the session, all the 

children were happy to be rewarded with a School Games ‘Respect’ sticker.  
 

 

SPORTS REPORT  

NETBALL  
 
On Tuesday 13th September, Year 10 and Year 11 girls participated in a netball tournament at 
Passmores. Everyone played excellently, coming away with four wins against Passmores (3-0), Sir 
Fredrick Gibberd (3-1), Stewards (4-0) and Burnt Mill (4-2). They also drew against Mark Hall (1-1) and 
suffered just one defeat against St Marks.  They are now looking forward to their next fixture, which  is 
the local round of the national netball tournament on the 27th September at St Marks.    
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BALL BOY/GIRL DUTIES  
 

Last week, a group of Year 10 pupils were given the fantastic opportunity of representing the school 
for ball boy/girl duties at a Spurs U19 Champions League match. Pupils met some of the first team 
players as well as taking in the amazing grounds of the Tottenham Academy and the official press 
room. In the match itself, Spurs beat Marseille 3-0. What a great experience for the pupils of Saint 
Nicholas.  
 
 

NETBALL 
 

Report by Polly, Year 9  
 

On Tuesday 13th September, our Year 9 girls played their first 
netball tournament of the season at Passmores. They got off to 
a flying start, winning the first two games. Each game was five 
minutes long so they had to work hard. There were seven 
Harlow schools in the tournament and the team were placed 
third overall. Thank you to Annabel and Eve from Year 8 for 
playing up.   
  

 


