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fhgfdgdfgdg 2016           Friday 9th September, 2022 

 
 

 

 

Dear Parents and Pupils  
 

Yesterday evening, I am sure we were 
all shaken by the devastating news 
that Her Majesty the Queen passed 
away peacefully in her sleep at 
Balmoral Castle. Today, I ended the 
week with a senior assembly 
dedicated to our monarch, who has 
been a constant source of inspiration 
and leadership throughout all our 
lives. During the assembly, our Head 
Boy and Girl read a poem called 'A 
Life Well Lived' which you can read 
below: 
 

A life well lived is a precious gift   
Of hope and strength and grace,   
From someone who has made our world   
A brighter, better place.  
 

It’s filled with moments, sweet and sad   
With smiles and sometimes tears,   
With friendships formed and good times shared   
And laughter through the years.  
 

A life well lived is a legacy,   
Of joy and pride and pleasure,   
A living, lasting memory  
Our grateful hearts will treasure.  
 
 

In her first, televised Christmas broadcast in 1957, her Majesty told the nation that, “I cannot lead you into 
battle. I do not give you laws or administer justice. But I can do something else. I can give you my heart and my 
devotion to these old islands and to all the peoples of our brotherhood of nations.” It is a promise that Her 
Majesty has more than delivered and I am sure that you would join with me, and the nation, in expressing our 
deep sadness for the passing of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II.   
 

* * * * * * *  

FROM THE HEADMASTER’S  DESK 
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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK CONTINUED 
'I've always loved the first day of school better than the last day of school. Firsts are better because they 

are beginnings.' - Jenny Han  

As the quote above states, the first day of school is a fresh beginning and it has been super to see the 
pupils return smart, excited and with a positive mindset.   
 

Although the week has ended with indescribable sadness, it has been a wonderful first week back and I 
have enjoyed witnessing the reaction of the pupils to the changes we have made over the summer 
months. Alongside refurbishing the ground floor of Jubilee House, we have also started our 
refurbishment programme in Hillingdon House and completed the conversion of the theatre foyer into a 
multi-use drama studio. Great progress is also being made with our Rocking Horse Nursery build and I 
was delighted to see the pace with which the development is moving forward during my recent visit this 
week. As I made reference to in my address at Speech Day, all at the school are ambitious for its future 
and it is exciting to see these developments take shape.  
 

Each new academic year always begins with a farewell, and we 
said a final goodbye to our Year 11 pupils on GCSE results day. I 
am pleased to inform you that our pupils achieved a strong set of 
passing grades and that our examined results continued on their 
upward trajectory; 97% of all our pupils achieved 5 or more GCSE 
at levels 4-9, and 94% of our pupils achieved 5 or more GCSE, 
including English and mathematics, within the same passing 
boundary. A big well done to all!  
 

My thoughts and best wishes for the weekend.  
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 YEAR 1 MEMORY BOX  
This week, Year 1 pupils have thoroughly enjoyed exploring toys as part of their topic, ‘Memory Box’. 
Children worked together to answer questions about the toys and investigated the materials used to 
make them. They discussed how old the toys might be, their forthcoming trip to the toy museum next 
week, and whether they might see the same toys there.  

 

 

THIS WEEK IN PRE-SCHOOL 
The pre-school children have been superstars settling in this week.  They have enjoyed exploring their 
environment, making new friends and most importantly, having lots of fun!  
 

In cooking, the Butterfly children made heathy salad wraps, which they took home to enjoy, while the 
Caterpillar children exercised their muscles mixing a batch of play doh.  
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NEW ECO COMMITTEE 
Congratulations to the new eco committee members who were voted in by their peers earlier this 
week. The candidates were asked to deliver a speech to convince eco club members why they should 
be chosen to represent the school and how they would like to improve it. Each presented their 
thoughts and ideas brilliantly and a huge well done to all six of them.  
 
 

 

MUSICAL 
SUCCESS 

Many congratulations to Gabriella in 
Year 5, who is delighted to have 
achieved a Merit in her Grade 5 drum 
examination, which she took at the end 
of last term. This is an incredible 
achievement at only 8 years of age.  
 

 

HORSE RIDING 
Back in April, India in Year 8 qualified for the Royal 
International Horse Show, which was held on 27th July in 
Hickstead. There were 25 competitors in her category and 
despite only the top 8 being awarded a place, she rode 
exceptionally well and was delighted to be placed 7th in 
the 133 show hunter pony class. Congratulations India!   

 
 



5 

  

COSTUME DONATIONS TO THE FRIENDS 
After a number of requests from parents, the Friends 
have made space to be able to take in school costume 
donations, such as Nativity outfits and other drama 
costumes.  
 

The process will work in much the same way as the 
second hand uniform shop. Parents donate items 
which can then be purchased by other parents at a 
greatly reduced cost.  
 

It is hoped this will be of huge benefit to many, but its 
success largely depends on the donations received, so 
please take a look through what you have at home and bring in any costumes you think may be 
appropriate.  
 

Please refrain from putting any school uniform or dressing up outfits in the large blue recycling box. 
This is for unwanted items that do NOT form part the of the school unform. Please leave any items of 
uniform or drama costumes either in the school office or you can pass them on during the uniform 
shop opening hours (Monday 3.30-5pm).  
 

Many thanks.  

 

SCHOOL BALLET CLASSES 
Parents interested in registering their child for school ballet lessons with our visiting ballet teacher, 
Mrs Padfield, should email emmajane@wealdhallfarm.com, and the relevant information will be sent 
to you.  
 
The classes, which are open to pupils from Reception to Year 8, are 30 minutes long and are held on 
the following days in the children’s lunch hour:  
 
Monday 
Reception  - 12.15 – 12.45pm 
Year 1 and 2 - 12.45 – 1.15pm 
 
Wednesday 
Years 3, 4 and 5 - 12.45 – 1.15pm 
Years 6, 7 and 8 - 1.15 – 1.45pm 
 
The fee for an eleven-week term is £77.  
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ART CLUB  
 

 

YEAR 3 ART  

This term’s first art club has got off to a fabulous start. Pupils 
explored colour mixing to paint a rainbow, before following a 
draw along session to create a self portrait. The children 
learned how to draw hands and how to use shadow in their 
work.  

 

 
 

This week in art, Year 3 pupils were learning about drawing bodies with a particular focus around 
perspective. They were asked to draw in pen and to add lots of detail to their work. Well done Year 3!  
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EYFS OPEN MORNING  
We would like to remind everyone that we are holding an Early Years 
Foundation Stage and Nursery Open Morning from 10am to midday, 
on Friday 23rd September, and are delighted that Ark Farm will be 
visiting us once again.  
 

This event is specifically for families considering our new Rocking Horse Nursery, our pre-school and 
Reception for their children, and will offer the opportunity for parents to chat to staff and view the 
nursery, pre-school and infant facilities, while their children can enjoy a range of fun activities, 
including a hands on experience with Ark Farm's small animals. 
 

Feel free to spread the word to anyone that you think may be interested in the Open Morning, and 
register any interest by emailing Mrs Bradley at admissions@saintnicholasschool.net.  

 

 

STING PERFORMING ARTS  
Sting Performing Arts Youth Theatre 
is an intensive course which aims to 
teach professionalism and technique 
through the arts whilst having fun, 
building friendships and encouraging 
confidence. All training is provided 
by industry professionals, ensuring 
each pupils reaches their full 
potential in each area. 
 
The core disciplines include acting, 
singing, dancing and musical theatre, 
and pupils enjoy termly workshops 
in professional vocal recording and 
filming. 
 
Sting Performing Arts runs sessions 
at Saint Nicholas every Friday after 
school for children in Year 2 and 
above, and they also run a class on 
Saturdays for 7-18 year olds.  
 
Email lisa@stingperformingarts.com 
for more information.  
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the first couple of weeks 
of the new term: 

 

• 13th September - Year 1 to Stansted Mountfitchet Toy Museum 

 

• 13th September - Year 7 parent meeting for Norfolk Lakes trip 
(4.30pm) 

 

• 19th September - Year 3 History Off the Page Ancient Greece Day 

 

• 20th September - Year 10 geography trip to Stratford 

 

• 21st - 23rd September - Year 7 to Norfolk Lakes 

 

• 22nd September - Year 11 parent meeting for Madrid trip (4.30pm in the theatre) 

 

• 23rd September - EYFS Open Morning and Ark Farm event (10am) 

 

 
 

 

YEAR 2 GEOGRAPHY  
Year 2 pupils have had a fantastic first week back. In geography this term they are learning about the 
topic 'let's explore the world'. They learnt how to use the index in the back of an atlas to find 
continents, oceans and countries in alphabetical order, and then used what they found to label the 
seven continents of the world independently. 
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SPORTS CLUBS  
 
Please find this term’s timetable of sports clubs and activities below. Other clubs can be found here: 
https://www.saintnicholasschool.net/school-life/clubs-and-activities/ 

 

SPORTS REPORT  

https://www.saintnicholasschool.net/school-life/clubs-and-activities/

