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fhgfdgdfgdg 2016           Friday 8th July, 2022 

 
 

 

‘The two most joyous times of the year are Christmas morning and the end of school.’ – Alice Cooper  
Dear all,  
 

The end of a highly successful, academic year has arrived, and I cannot have wished for a more positive and 
enjoyable first term as Headmaster of Saint Nicholas. I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for 
your support and kind words this term; I am already looking forward to September!  
 

Last week ended with our Speech Day on Saturday, and I would like to thank all the parents who attended and 
have already provided me with such positive feedback. As I stated in my address, ‘excellence is a continuous 
journey that never ends’ and on Wednesday, we sent out a questionnaire to invite parental feedback. I would 
encourage you all to provide us with your view on the School’s flagship event and I would like to thank you in 
advance for your support in this regard.  
 

The week started with the interviews for our new Deputy Head (Pastoral) and we were privileged to be in a 
position to invite an excellent field of candidates to interview on Monday. I am delighted to inform you that we 
have appointed Mrs Lucy Thomas to the role. Mrs Thomas is currently our Head of Lower School and has a 
wealth of experience already as a Designated Safeguarding Lead and a SENDCo; I am sure you would join me in 
congratulating her on her well-deserved appointment. Next term the lower school will be led by myself, Mr 
Wilson and Mrs Thomas in the interim, as we seek to recruit her replacement.   
 

The last week of term is always an incredibly busy one and on Tuesday, I enjoyed a day of paddle boarding and 
caving with our Year 8 pupils. It was a great day and I am pleased to report that, unlike the majority of our Year 
8 pupils, I remained comparatively dry.   
 

On Wednesday, we enjoyed the Year 5’s final assembly and they treated us to an afternoon of laughter, high-
quality musical performances and a ‘shot in the arm’ of lockdown nostalgia in their COVID-themed production. 
The COVID years presented so many challenges for our young people and it was wonderful to be able to 
celebrate Year 5’s journey, as they reach the end of their lower school years. A big well done to pupils and 
teachers on such an excellent performance!  
 

We finished the term with our final assemblies and the ‘Don’t Fret Live’ concert which was enjoyed by staff and 
pupils, as we came together to celebrate the end of the academic year. Pupils from across the school put on a 
wonderful show in aid of UNICEF and all involved can be proud of their performances. A special mention and 
thanks to Year 10 pupils, Olivia and Ella for organising the concert.   
 

As we look forward to the weekend, it is worth noting that July is National Anti-Boredom Month. American 
columnist, Amy Dickinson is quoted as saying that: ‘Boredom has an important function because pushing 
through it can unleash creativity.’ One of the core objectives of anti-boredom month is to encourage people, 
young and old, to find creative and healthy ways to beat boredom, without the use of tech, to improve their 
everyday lives. As we approach the summer break, I leave you with a link to an article which provides ’50 
fantastic ways to fight summer boredom’: https://thiswestcoastmommy.com/50-ways-to-fight-summer-
boredom/ . 
 

Enjoy a wonderful summer break and I look forward to seeing you refreshed and ready for another academic 
year on Monday 5th September.  

FROM THE HEADMASTER’S  DESK 

https://thiswestcoastmommy.com/50-ways-to-fight-summer-boredom/
https://thiswestcoastmommy.com/50-ways-to-fight-summer-boredom/
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   SPEECH DAY  
 It was a pleasure to welcome parents back to Speech Day last Friday after a two year hiatus, and we 
hope you enjoyed the occasion. We very much enjoyed hosting sports broadcaster Jim Proudfoot, who 
we’re sure you’ll agree, delivered an inspiring speech, and it was wonderful to see children from all 
age groups collecting their well-earned prizes from him throughout the morning.   
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YEAR 11 LEAVING ASSEMBLY  
Last Thursday we celebrated our Year 11 pupils with an emotional leavers assembly and lunch. We 
wish them all the best for their results in August, and for what lies ahead.   

 

 

MATHLETICS  
Congratulations to Alexander in 
Reception and April in Year 2 who 
have both gained a gold 
Mathletics certificate this week.  
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YEAR 8 TRIP TO NORFOLK LAKES 
What an action packed few days in Norfolk for our fearless Year 8 pupils!  
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VIRTUAL REALITY SPACE WORKSHOP  
 

 

STEM  

On Tuesday, pupils in Years 1, 2 and 4 enjoyed an out of this world 
experience, through the use of virtual reality technology. They saw 
what it was like to travel to space in a rocket and ‘visited’ a number 
of planets, learning some interesting facts along the way.  

 

Mrs Peckham’s STEM group have enjoyed a very busy year, participating in different activities each 
week, from planting new trees to fixing bridges. It’s been a year of hard work, great teamwork and 
improving their problem-solving skills. Well done everyone! 
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ECO CLUB  

 

ART CLUB  

What an excellent year for eco club, culminating in the school achieving its Green Flag with 
Distinction! This is testament to eco club members’ hard work and commitment, and this week pupils 
celebrated with Mr Jackson’s special nettle tea and marshmallows toasted on the campfire, which 
were certainly well deserved. Well done everyone and happy holidays. 
 
 

Art club pupils finished the term by using all 
the techniques they have learnt over the 
course of the year to create one final 
collaborative piece. They used contrasting 
colours, tints, shades and different mark 
making techniques to produce something that 
represented everyone. What a gorgeous piece 
of artwork! 

 

MRS WHEATLEY 
VOLUNTEERING FOR 

GAMES 
Look out for Mrs Wheatley 
at this Summer’s 
Commonwealth Games in 
Birmingham, as she will be 
one of 13,000 volunteers, 
making sure that the Games 
runs smoothly. She will then 
be making her way straight 
to Munich, where she will 
be volunteering at the 
European Championships. 
We are proud of you Mrs 
Wheatley.  
 

Here she is rocking her new Commonwealth Games 
uniform! 
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EYFS OPEN MORNING  
We will be holding an Early Year Foundation Stage and Nursery Open 
Morning from 10am to midday, on Friday 23rd September and are 
delighted that Ark Farm will be visiting us once again.  
 

This event is  
specifically for 
families 
considering our 
new Rocking 
Horse Nursery, our 
pre-school and 
Reception for their 
children, and will 
offer the 
opportunity for 
parents to chat to 
staff and view the nursery, pre-school and infant facilities, while their children can enjoy a range of fun 
activities, including a hands on experience with Ark Farm's small animals. 
 

As you can see from the photos above, the builders are continuing to work hard on the new Rocking 
Horse Nursery and are looking forward to showing off their progress! 
 

Feel free to spread the word to anyone that you think may be interested in the Open Morning, and 
register any interest by emailing Mrs Bradley at admissions@saintnicholasschool.net.  

 

What an emotional afternoon it was in the pre-school on Monday, as they celebrated the brilliant 
Butterfly children with a special leavers assembly. The children performed the songs and actions 
brilliantly, and there was not a dry eye in the house! 

THIS WEEK IN PRE-SCHOOL  



8 

 

 
 
 
 
 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the first couple of weeks of the new term:  

 
• 25th August - GCSE results day  
 

• 5th September - Pupils return to school 
 

• 21st - 23rd September - Year 7 to Norfolk Lakes 
 

• 23rd September - EYFS Open Morning and Ark Farm event  

 

 
 

 

YEAR 3 SCIENCE  
This week in science, Year 3 pupils have been learning about the digestive system. Despite finding it all 
rather disgusting, they had great fun using real foods, and demonstrating how food travels through 
our bodies.  
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CRICKET  
 
Last Friday, six members of the 3-tee cricket after school club participated in a number of matches 
against other local schools. The children did incredibly well, increasing their number of runs in every 
match played. They won three matches out of four and should be extremely proud of themselves.  

SPORTS REPORT  

CRICKET  
 

Well done to our superstar under 11 girls, who made it to the semi finals in the Essex county finals at 
Billericay Cricket Club, narrowly missing out on making the final by only 5 runs! What a great 
achievement for Saint Nicholas girls' cricket! 
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CRICKET CLUB  
 

What a wonderful finale to cricket club this year! A number of the children have been part of the club 
since January and it’s been fantastic to see how much progress has been made. It’s exciting to see 
what the future holds for them. A huge well done to them all!  

 


