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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
‘Music produces a kind of pleasure which human nature cannot do without.’ – Confucius
Dear all,
A fantastic penultimate week of the academic
year, where we said a fond farewell to our Year
11 pupils. After a day of raft building, kayaking
and Total Water Wipe Out on Wednesday, at the
Lee Valley White Water Centre, our Year 11
pupils returned yesterday for a ‘totes emosh’
final assembly, dedicated to their journey
through the school. For some, it has been a
journey that started at four years old and their
presence and personalities will be very much
missed at Saint Nicholas next academic year. In
the words of Peter Pan: ‘We should never say
goodbye, because saying goodbye means going
away and going away means forgetting.’ We
sincerely hope that our Year 11 pupils will never
forget their time at the school and that this is
very much an au revoir, rather than a final
goodbye.
This week, it was my great pleasure to welcome parents back to the theatre, to enjoy our first senior musical
since 2019. As our quote of the week states, music is one of life’s great pleasures and, over the course of the
last two evenings, we have been treated to Queen’s back catalogue, in the form of our senior musical ‘We
Will Rock You’. I was so impressed by the dedication and performance of our pupils, which had the audience
stomping their feet, clapping their hands and singing along; a massive well done to all the senior pupils who
participated. My sincere thanks to Miss Agrotis, Mrs Bradford, Mrs Bowerman, Mrs S Johnson, Mr Smith and
Mrs Storey for all their hard work in delivering two entertaining nights of musical theatre.
As our thoughts turn to the weekend, I am sure I need not remind you that Speech Day is tomorrow, and I
look forward to welcoming you to the sports hall for this formal celebration of the year. It is my sincere hope
that, whether or not your son or daughter wins a prize this year, you will enjoy the return of the School’s
flagship event, after a two-year absence. American author, Howard Schultz is quoted as saying: ‘Success is
best when it is shared.’ I very much look forward to celebrating a successful year for the school with you all
tomorrow.
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WE WILL ROCK YOU
The theatre was certainly rocking earlier this week for our middle and upper school production, We
Will Rock You! Well done to the performers and back stage crew who put on such a fabulous show.
Your hard work and commitment shone through.
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YEAR 11 WATERSPORTS
Our Year 11 pupils enjoyed a well-earned, post exams treat on Wednesday, with a visit to the Lee
Valley White Water Centre, where they participated in a number of different water based activities.
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ROTARY CLUB YOUNG CHEF COMPETITION
Nigella had better watch her back because the Saint Nicholas girls are taking the cookery world by
storm! Congratulations to our Year 8 team, Lucy, Sophia and Maria, who came first in the Rotary Club
Young Chef competition junior category, and Lyla in Year 10, who won the individual award for
leadership and excellence. The girls will now go through to the next round which will be held in
Chelmsford in February 2023. The judges commented on the exceptionally high standard of the dishes
by such young people. Well done!

BARRACUDAS

ROAD CLOSURE

It is less than four weeks until Barracudas sports camps open
at Saint Nicholas School. Don’t forget that parents whose
children (aged 4 to 14) attend the school can benefit from an
exclusive £10 discount for any full weekly booking, by
applying the code HSCH22 in the promotions box. Bookings
can be made by visiting www.barracudas.co.uk or by calling
01480 467567.

Please
remember
that a section
of Hobbs
Cross Road
will be closed
on Friday 8th July, between the
hours of 10am - 2.30pm, in order to
install speed signs. There will be no
vehicle access between these times.
It is our final day of term, with
adjusted finish times and we very
much hope that these works will not
impact on parents.
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YEAR 2 FINGER PUPPETS
This term, Year 2 pupils have been making sea creature finger puppets. It’s been great to see them
create their designs, practise their sewing techniques and evaluate their final piece. It seems we may
have some future Great British Sewing Bees in our midst.

MATHLETICS
Well done to Daniel in Reception, Aria in Year 3 and Marcus and George in Year 4, all of whom have
achieved gold Mathletics certificates this week.
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THIS WEEK IN PRE-SCHOOL
There was much excitement in the pre-school on
Monday morning, as Rosina's mummy visited the
Butterfly children to help them create their own tie dye
t-shirts. Everyone is now looking forward to seeing the
finished results at the children’s leavers assembly next
week.
The children have also been exploring cabbages by
peeling off layers and using their scissor skills to cut the
cabbage leaves, before visiting the goats to give them a
tasty treat.
Meanwhile, the Caterpillar children have been
making regular visits to the muddy area and are now
very skillful at using the climbing wall as well as
whipping up some dinner in the mud kitchen! This
week they also went on a bug hunt and helped
Emma make some sparkly play doh while practising
their turn taking and sharing skills.

YEAR 1 SCIENCE
Over the last two weeks in science, Year 1 children have been studying wind. They completed an experiment to see what direction the wind was blowing, as well as how strongly it blew, by using a compass and flying kites they had made. The children really enjoyed this activity and will compare the wind
direction and force next week.
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TIK TOK CLUB
Report by Julia and Amelie, Year 7
We take part in TikTok club, led by our teacher, Ms Nicholson, which takes place on Mondays after
school. We enjoy the club because it allows us to come together as friends and create new dance
routines. As a club, we always watch the current dance before performing it, which is so enjoyable
and we look forward to it every Monday. The sessions offer many tools for creativity so everyone feels
like they are part of a trend and we enjoy having the opportunity to show our creativity and
imagination through dance.

BFG DREAM JARS
This week in English, Year 1 children have been focusing on the Roald Dahl classic, the BFG. The children have written their own dream jars about their dreams for the future and have then created
them using paint, glitter and cotton wool.
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YEAR 1 DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
This half term, Year 1 pupils have been learning about wheels and axels, and have designed a moon
buggy. This week the children started making the buggies by carefully folding a net shape to create the
base, before then measuring the axels and fitting the wheels. Afterwards, they very much enjoyed
testing them to see how successfully they worked. Next week, the children will be adding a number of
different features to the buggy in line with their designs.

DATES FOR THE DIARY
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the next couple of weeks:
•

2nd July - Speech Day (Lower School 8.45am - 11am, Middle and Upper
School 11.15am)

•

4th - 6th July - Year 8 trip to Norfolk Lakes

•

4th July - Year 3 - 5 string recital, theatre.

•

4th July - Current Reception parents meet the teacher (9am in the coffee shop)

•

5th July - Year 1, 2 and 4 virtual reality space experience in school

•

6th July - Year 5 final assembly and afternoon tea for parents, theatre.

•

8th July - End of term*

•

5th September - Pupils return to school

*Last day of term finishing times are as follows: Pre-school at 11.30am, Reception to Year 2 at
11.45am, Year 3 to 5 at midday and Year 6 to 11 at 12.15pm. School buses will depart at 12.30pm.
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SPORTS REPORT
CRICKET
The Year 6 boys completed a white wash,
similar to the England cricket team last week,
as they were crowned the Harlow schools
Dynamos cricket tournament champions.
Competing against 16 other teams, our
accomplished side won and proceeded through
the tournament, winning by over a hundred
runs in most matches. Eventually, they played
Nazeing in the final, defeating them by 9 runs
and claiming a spot in the Essex finals on
Thursday 7th July. Congratulations to Geroge
(Captain), Wilfred, Harry, Rhys, Samuel, Jack,
Newlin and Oliver.

ATHLETICS
Our U13 athletics squad were in action again last
Thursday. This time, it was the girls’ turn to compete in
the field events, while the boys were on the track.
There were some solid performances on display and
results were as follows:
1500m boys - 1st Alistair
100m boys - 3rd Jake
800m boys - 2nd Ethan
300m boys - 7th Cooper
High jump girls - 1st Fleur and 4th Mia
Discus girls - 2nd Polly
Long jump girls - 2nd Polly and 3rd Mia
High jump girls - 3rd Mia
What a great season of athletics, well done!
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SWIMMING

Last week, all pupils in Year 4 and girls in Year 6, 7 and 8 took part
in personal survival lessons, to underpin the Royal Lifesaving
Society’s Drowning Prevention Week. Its mission is to help
everybody across the UK and Ireland, enjoy water, safely.
The DPW campaign, encourages parents, schools, leisure centres
and communities to use its free water safety resources, to give
children the skills and knowledge to enjoy a lifetime of fun in the water.
Now in its ninth year, DPW 2022 is a crucial campaign. COVID has created a dramatic gap in school
swimming and the water safety education of millions of young people, and many have missed out on
the vital opportunity to learn to swim. Many families are still opting to holiday around UK and Irish
waters, so it’s important that pupils are taught to recognise the safety flags on beaches and the impact
being in water can have on their body. They took part in practical activities, such as treading water,
signalling for help, the star float position and continuously swimming in clothes to replicate what it
feels like to be in the water for a long time. Pupils also had an opportunity to learn how to help if their
friends or family got into trouble in the water.
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