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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
“It's worth remembering that it is often the small steps, not the
giant leaps, that bring about the most lasting change.” – Her
Majesty the Queen.
Dear Parents and Pupils,
Today we celebrated the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and it was a
superb way to end, what has been, an enjoyable and
successful, first half of the summer term.
Fittingly, the theme of my senior assembly today was
inspirational people and Her Majesty the Queen, was front and
centre of my presentation. I focused specifically on The Queen
as a leader and how she has remained a secure and
reassuringly constant force since her coronation in 1953. I
concluded my assembly, by challenging the pupils to be an
inspiration to those around them, providing them with
examples of inspirational young people of their own age. To
quote Jackie Joyner Kersee, “Age is no barrier. It’s a limitation
you put on your mind.”
It has been another busy week, which was made all the more
exciting by two new arrivals. On Tuesday, courtesy and thanks
to the Friends of Saint Nicholas, two, all-weather foosball tables
arrived for pupils, across the school, to enjoy at breaks and lunchtimes. As Headmaster, I felt it was my duty
to test these out and suffered a crushing defeat at the hands of our Sports Captain, John.
On Wednesday, as seen on our ‘Socials’, we were blessed with the birth of a baby goat and I am very pleased
to inform you, that mum and kid are both doing well. As you can imagine, it has been a very exciting last
couple of days for our pupils and staff!
As we look forward to half term and celebrating the Platinum Jubilee of our Queen’s reign, a reign that has
witnessed great, historical events such as the first moon landing and the felling of the Berlin Wall, I leave you
with some inspirational words from Her Majesty to contemplate, comfort and, of course, inspire:
“When life seems hard, the courageous do not lie down and accept defeat; instead, they are all the more
determined to struggle for a better future.”
Have a relaxing and rejuvenating half term break.
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YEAR 7 ZOO TRIP
Report by Ruby, Year 7
In geography, Year 7 pupils have been learning about endangered animals. On Wednesday, we visited
Colchester Zoo to consolidate our knowledge on the subject and to find out how The Zoo helps
endangered animals by saving them from extinction. We had such an amazing time there and got the
opportunity to see sea life, African wildlife, lizards, and many more creatures of the world!
Each of us had the opportunity to talk with a park ranger, who talked to us about endangered species
and what we can all do to help. We talked about many extinct animals and why there are so many
species on the brink of extinction, e.g. the Bornean Orangutan, and learnt that unfortunately, this is
partly due to the actions of humans and what we have done to the environment. The majority of Year
7 pupils came away from the zoo trip feeling like they wanted to do more to help the situation, by
using less energy and being more environmentally aware.
One activity discussed during the talk was poaching. There were many different objects put out on the
floor, all of which were made from different animals’ skin/fur. Each item had been seized by police and
later donated to the Zoo. There were leather bags and other accessories made from crocodile skin,
snake skin, rhino horn, elephant tusk, a rug made of leopard fur, and many more items. We talked
about why they were being sold and how cruel this was to animals. The year group also focused on
how humans are speeding up the extinction rate of many animals.
The trip was a very educational experience for Year 7 topped off by spending our money at the gift
shop! We enjoyed meeting many lovely creatures of this earth. Thank you to Mrs Rule and all of the
staff that took us on the trip.
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YEAR 6 PROM
On Wednesday afternoon, the Year 6 pupils were treated to a ride in a traditional double deck bus to
take them to their Prom. They all looked fabulous and we hope they had a memorable time!

SUMMER FAYRE
We are delighted to see the return of our Summer Fayre this year, which will take place on Saturday
18th June. Wristbands will be sold by The Friends in advance and can be purchased in two ways:
1.

Cash in an envelope with your child’s details on, given to the school office or posted in The
Friends post boxes.

2.

Payment by card on Monday 6th June 3.30pm - 5pm at the uniform shop or on 7th/8th/9th June
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in the coffee shop 8am - 8.45am.

THE FRIENDS NEWS
As mentioned in Mr Ayres’ piece on page 1, this week,
the school took delivery of two football tables which
were very generously paid for by The Friends. What a
super addition to our recreational equipment for
children to use at break and lunch times. It sounds like
My Ayres needs to get practising if he’s to be any
competition for our pupils!
The Friends will be holding a Father’s Day sale on
Wednesday 15th June and pupils are encouraged to
bring in money if they wish to make a purchase. There
will be a range of gifts on offer for £1 to £4.50 and younger children should be encouraged to bring in
cash in a named envelope, to ensure money is not lost.
The Friends would also like to inform parents that they will be running a refreshments stall on Sports
Day (Tuesday 21st June) from 10am—3pm.

ECO CLUB
This week the eco committee and the wider eco team have been busy working on our Green Flag
application. The Green Flag Award scheme recognises and rewards well managed green spaces and it
is brilliant to see how much our team has been able to complete already.
The eco team have also been tidying up the eco garden with litter pickers and have been planting
tomatoes, beans and beetroot.
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DOUGH DISCO
There was a fantastic turnout for the Butterfly Room children’s Dough Disco workshop on Wednesday.
Parents participated in some Dough Disco tunes before exploring an array of activities, which were
focused on developing children's fine motor skills and strengthening their muscles. What a lovely
afternoon!

PLANNED ROAD CLOSURES
The Women’s Cycling Tour will be travelling through Harlow on
Tuesday 7th June and will cause a number of road closures.
More information on how the road closures will work, along with
maps, can be found on the Women’s Tour website –
www.womenstour.co.uk/race/road-closures/
The full list of closures and new approximate times for the rolling road closures are as follows:
•
Abercrombie Way (between Third Avenue & Pyenest Road) – closed 5am-7pm
•
A1025 Third Avenue (between Hayden's Road & Abercrombie Way) – closed 5am-7pm
•
Maypole Boulevard – closed and restricted access 5am-midday
•
Newhall Way – closed 8.30am-12.30pm
•
London Road (between Newhall Way and Barnfield Way junction and First Avenue/Gilden
Way roundabout)– rolling road closure – starting approx. 10.45am
•
B183 Gilden Way – rolling road closure – starting approx. 10.45am
•
B1133 Water Lane - rolling road closure – starting approx. 1.20pm
•
Katherine’s Way – rolling road closure – starting approx. 1.20pm
•
A1025 Third Avenue (between Katherine’s Way and Abercrombie Way) – rolling road closure –
starting approx. 1.25pm
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YOUNG VOICES
Our Year 5 Young Voices pupils had an
absolute ball at the O2 earlier this week, and
were a credit to the school. They sang their
hearts out and a fantastic time was had by all!

MATHLETICS

BEE ARTY
This week art club members worked
collaboratively on a 3D bee hive. The children
drew a queen bee and the worker bees, before
taking their creations outside for some sunshine!

Congratulations to Artur and Samuel for
achieving their gold Mathletics certificates last
week. Great work!
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SPANISH RESTAURANT ROLE PLAY
Report by Ethan, Year 8
This week, pupils in Form
8S have been preparing
and learning the
vocabulary to perform and
act as if we were in a
Spanish restaurant. We all
made up scripts,
incorporating our own
three course meals and
brought in props to bring the situation to life. We
all worked very hard and had a great time.
Thanks to Mrs Burchfield for organising and for
helping us complete our plays.

JUBILEE COOKING
Year 6 and Year 8 pupils have been making their recipe ideas for a Queen’s Jubilee street party,
resulting in some wonderful creations!
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THIS WEEK IN YEAR 1
In science this week, Year 1 pupils continued with their studies on plants, by planting their own
sunflower seeds. We can’t wait to see how tall they will grow!

In art, pupils have been focusing on the artist Georgia O'Keefe and over the last two weeks have been
replicating a chosen piece of her art work, using water colours.

Meanwhile, in English, the
children have been learning
about rhyming poems. They
began highlighting the
different features of rhyming
poems, such as rhyming words,
adjectives and the rhyming
scheme used in the poem.
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DATES FOR THE DIARY
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the next couple of weeks:
•

30th May - 3rd June - Half term holiday

•

7th June - Class photographs

•

8th June - Year 1 moon zoom day

•

8th June - Year 7 wellbeing day

•

8th June - Year 10 history trip to the Tower of London

•

8th June - Year 2 trip to Walton-on-the-Naze

•

9th June - Year 4 trip to Stansted Mountfitchet

•

10th June - Year 5 Harry Potter Day

•

10th June - Incoming Reception pupils’ induction session

•

13th June - Year 8 history pupils Jack the Ripper walking tour

•

15th June - Year 8 and 9 HPV2 vaccinations

•

16th June - Reception visit to Barleylands

•

16th June - Year 9 geography pupils orienteering

•

17th June - Year 5 trip to Harry Potter Studios

•

17th June - Reception pupils’ Father’s Day breakfast

•

18th June - The Friends Summer Fayre

E-SAFETY NEWS
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SPORTS REPORT
FOOTBALL
Report by Ella and Mia, Year 10 and Year 8
On Thursday 19th May, sixteen girls from Years 7-10 were invited to attend a training session at the
Spurs training ground. When we arrived, we started off with simple drills and relays to get us warmed
up, and then moved on to a keepy-uppy competition. After that, we moved on to play short 3-minute
matches and, after the preliminary rounds, we competed in a tournament. There were two instructors
who worked with us to give advice when needed and who celebrated with us when we scored a goal.
In the end, the tournament had to be resolved by a small round of penalties. The overall winners were
the white team, consisting of Lucy, Polly, Tiffany, and Darcy. After this had finished, we thanked the
coaches and visited the pitches. It was interesting to see where the professionals play and train.
We would like to thank Mr Tucker and the Spurs coaches for this experience and for giving us the
opportunity to improve our football skills.

Report by Rhian, Year 9
On Thursday 19th May, Year 7-10 girls went to the Tottenham Training Ground in Enfield. The players
who train there regularly for Tottenham arranged some fun warm up drills and were very enthusiastic,
which really motivated us. We then got split into four teams and played a four-a-side tournament with
five minute games. The players coached and cheered us on, while everyone got involved, and we all
had a really good time. It was a great afternoon! Thanks to all the players and teachers from Spurs.

10

Report by Delilah, Year 8

Last week, a number of girls from Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 were selected to represent Saint Nicholas at
Tottenham Hotspur Academy Training Ground. We were very impressed with the facilities and the
quality of the pitches. At first we took part in some physical races, including sprints, before moving on
to some ball skills, such as dribbling the ball around cones and counting how many kick ups we could
do. After we had completed our warm up, we participated in a tournament. We were split into four
teams and had several matches. After completing the tournament, we visited the pitch that the under
18 team will play on If the men’s team qualify for the Champions League (fingers crossed!). We were
so lucky to have this opportunity, and the afternoon was even more exciting for seeing Harry Kane pull
out of the Training Ground! Thank you to all the staff that made the afternoon happen, we loved it!
Report by Olivia, Year 10
On 19th May, the girls football
teams from Years 7-10 went to
the Spurs training ground to
train for the afternoon. First, we
participated in relay races as a
team of four, to gain points that
would be counted up at the end
of the session. After that, we
played mini games 4 vs 4, after
which the finals and semi-final
matches were decided on
penalties. The tournament was
won by the white team
consisting of Lucy, Polly, Tiffany
and Darcy; well done girls! The
coaches were very enthusiastic
and supportive throughout the
whole session ands we are very grateful for their time. Hopefully, we will be able to return soon for
another great football experience for the next season. A big thank you to the u18 players and Spurs
staff.
ROUNDERS
Report by Rhian, Year 9
On Tuesday 24th May, a team of Year 8 and 9 girls went to a rounders
tournament at Passmores. We played a total of three games and won
them all, with some great fielding and amazing batting, and many
rounders scored. We won the overall tournament and had a great
afternoon!
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RUGBY

Jack B, Jack C, Mason and James in Year 5 are members of
the Harlow Rugby Club minis and, through their association
with the club, were given the chance to watch Saracens Vs
Northampton Saints at the StoneX Stadium last Saturday.
What’s more, they were also coached by the Saracens
coaches on the pitch before the match and during half
time, and were flag bearers/Guards of Honour for the day.
What a wonderful experience for them all!
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