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fhgfdgdfgdg 2016           Friday 17th June, 2022 

 
 

 

‘Fill your life with experiences, not things. Have stories to tell, not stuff to show.’ - Anon   
Dear all,  
 

A week of soaring temperatures has raced by, 
culminating in the hottest day in June since 1976 
when the needle touched 35.6 degrees centigrade, 
and I am sure we are all looking forward to a 
slightly cooler day tomorrow when many of us will 
enjoy the Saint Nicholas School summer fayre. 
Organising school events of this nature is always a 
time and all-consuming business, and I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank The Friends of 
Saint Nicholas for all their efforts; I look forward to 
seeing many of you there.  
 

It has been another full week, which has included a 
Jack the Ripper tour for Year 8; STEM go-carting for Years 7, 8 and 9 (I was delighted to be victorious in my 
race against Mr Wilson); a Reception trip to Barleylands Farm; a Year 9 geography trip and a Year 5 Harry 
Potter Studio Tour. Enrichment experiences are such a key part of the learning process and it always fills me 
with great excitement when I see the pupils engaging and enjoying the wide range of experiences we provide 
for them; more memories that we hope will last a lifetime!  
 

Next week, the school will be celebrating School Diversity Week and my senior assembly today focused on 
the Fundamental British Values of Mutual Respect and Tolerance. After a quick ‘How British Are You?’ quiz, I 
talked a little about the five, Fundamental British Values before talking in more depth about the key role that 
mutual respect and tolerance plays in fostering an inclusive society that celebrates diversity. I concluded my 
assembly with the following reflection quote by the Dalai Lama: ‘Mutual respect is the foundation of genuine 
harmony.’  
 

As we move into the weekend, it is worth noting that tomorrow is International Picnic Day. You may be 
interested to learn that the origins of the picnic stem from The French Revolution when French aristocrats 
fled to other Western countries, bringing their picnicking traditions with them. With mostly dry, albeit 
cloudy, and warm weather predicted for tomorrow, it could be the perfect opportunity to bring a rug and a 
picnic to enjoy at our summer fayre. To quote English playwright, William Somerset Maugham, ‘There are 
few things so pleasant as a picnic eaten in perfect comfort.’  
 

Enjoy a restful and relaxing weekend.  

FROM THE HEADMASTER’S  DESK 
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YEAR 4 TRIP TO MOUNTFITCHET CASTLE  
Year 4 pupils had a great time visiting Stansted Mountfitchet Castle last Thursday. They explored the 
Norman settlement and castle, and got a taste of how it would feel to live in those dark, barbaric 
times. They were also able to feed the livestock and explored the treacherous punishment chambers, 
which everyone agreed was very scary indeed! 

 

 YEAR 6  
Last week, our 
Year 6 pupils 
undertook a 
series of habitat 
sampling on the 
school site, in 
which they 
investigated 
whether the 
distance from a tree had any affect on daisy 
abundance. 

 

 STEM  
This week in STEM, Year 
2 and 3 pupils gave some 
thought as to what is 
under their feet. Using 
magnifying glasses, they 
investigated this, 
discussing how grass is a 
microhabitat and that 
the microhabitat 
inhabitants will change, depending on where you 
are. They found beetles, spiders, flies and ants.   
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JACK THE RIPPER TOUR  
Report by Hannah, Year 8 
 

On Monday 13th June, Year 8 pupils went 
to Whitechapel in London for the Jack the 
Ripper tour. We met our tour guide and 
started the tour by looking at the front 
wall of the washhouses, which was 
fascinating (and the only part of the 
washhouses which is still there). As the 
poor were washing in unhygienic lakes 
and rivers, they built washhouses so they 
could wash hygienically. On our walk we 
saw two businesses named after Jack the 
Ripper: Jack the Chipper and Jack the 
Clipper. Near where the The Ten Bells pub 
was and where some of the victims drank, 
was a church which was important to 
homeless people as this was where they were allowed to sleep during the day. Nearby, we saw a water 
fountain and a water trough which was used for animals before they went to the butchers. Behind the 
Ten Bells pub, we spotted a pawn shop which was where the poor in 1880s sold everything they had 
for money. After, we visited nearby to where Annie Chapman’s body was found - unfortunately, there 
is a building over that exact area. On the street behind, we saw a building which looked like it did in the 
1880s with the paint peeling off. Next we visited where Jack the Ripper had ripped a bit off one of the 
victim’s apron, wiped his bloody hand on it and then put it on the floor. Finally, we saw the area where 
Catherine Eddowes’ body was found in the town square. We would like to thank Mrs Johnson, Miss 
Crewe and Mrs Hopkins for taking us, and Jeremy for a great talk. 

 

TOWER OF LONDON TRIP 

 

Report by Ella, Year 10 
 

On 8th June, twenty-one Year 10 GCSE history pupils 
visited the Tower of London. We had an amazing talk on 
the Normans and tour of the White Tower. It really gave 
us and insight to what could be asked in our actual GCSE 
exam. After that we had a half hour lunch break and went 
straight to see the Crown Jewels. Next, we went to see 
Traitors Gate and we then split off into small groups to 
visit key sites of the Tower grounds. We saw the Bloody 
Tower (where the young Princes Edward and Richard, 
and Walter Raleigh and his family lived when they were 
imprisoned), and the Royal Mint (the role of the Jews in 
the Tower’s history, money and changes to machinery). 
We went back to the White Tower to take pictures and noticed things we did not see before. When 
everyone had grouped back together, we got ice-cream and headed back to the coach. We would like 
to thank Mrs Johnson and Mr Smith for taking us.  
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ADDING A BIT OF SPARKLE TO CHEMISTRY 
Year 9 pupils have been working on the reactivity series, and how oxygen is quite attractive. They have 
learned that the higher the attraction of a metal to oxygen, the more energy the reaction gives out. In 
order to reinforce this learning, Mr Rodriguez taught them how to make sparklers.   

To add a bit of colour to the experiment, pupils added some salts with metals in - copper salts for a 
dab of green, lithium salts for a bright red and of course calcium to add a bit of vibrant orange.   

It was fantastic to see an array of different coloured sparklers of different relativities and salts! What a 
brilliant way to hit the chemistry syllabus! 

 

 

MATHLETICS  3 MILLION WORDS 
Congratulations to Charlie from Form RSP who 
received his first gold Mathletics certificate on 
Monday!  

Wow! Lucca in Year 4 has read over 3 million 
words. What an achievement, well done!  



5 

 

 

HARRY POTTER DAY  

 

ECO CLUB NEWS 
This week in eco club, members 
explored the meadow field behind the 
arena. They discovered lots of 
wildflowers, attracting an abundance of 
wild insects such as butterflies, moths, 
ladybirds and dragonflies to name a 
few. We are so fortunate to have such 
wonderful grounds at Saint Nicholas 
School. 
 
 
 

Last Friday our Year 5 pupils donned their gowns and picked up their wands for their magical Harry 
Potter themed day. From mandrake making to potion mixing, a great time was had by all!  
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GO KARTS COME TO SAINT NICKS 
As already mentioned in the Headmaster’s Desk, Wednesday saw the arena transformed into a race 
track for the Year 7, 8 and 9 pupils to try their hand at go karting. Here are some photos.  

 

STRING RECITAL  
On Monday 4th July at 8.55am there will be a short recital showcasing the achievements of our Year 4 
violinists. There will also be additional performances from children who have been having violin/cello/
double bass lessons during the year. We invite you to join us for the first ever string recital - a little bit 
of Saint Nicholas history in the making.  
 

We would ask that parents attending please park at the arena and walk up to the theatre.  
  

We look forward to seeing many of you on 4th July 
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YEAR 4 SCIENCE  
This week in science, Year 4 pupils investigated the weight of gas. As you can see from the photos 
below, they had a lot of fun looking at the molecular structures of solids, liquids and gasses.  

 

YEAR 1 MATHS  
In maths this week, Year 1 pupils have been focusing on shape work. The children were challenged to 
make different 2D shapes out of a range of equipment, as well as geo boards on the iPads. They made 
a plethora of different shapes, with some even managing to make a hexagon. Well done Year 1.  
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the next couple of weeks:  

 

 18th June - The Friends Summer Fayre 
 

 20th June - U16 Open Golf Day 
 

 21st June - Whole school sports day (reserve Sports Day on 22nd June) 
 

 24th June - New Reception pupils’ induction session followed by Teddy Bears Picnic for parents 
and pupils.  

 

 24th June - Incoming Year 6 and Year 7 pupils’ induction day 
 

 24th June - Year 1 to Year 4 moving up afternoon 
 

 24th June - Golf day at Golf World, Stansted 
 

 24th June - Year 8 (select pupils)  trip to Bletchley Park 
 

 24th June - Lower school full reports issued 
 

 24th June - Year 9 full reports issued 
 

 27th June - Current Year 2 parents meet their child’s new teacher (9am in the coffee shop) 
 

 28th June - Current Year 1 parents meet their child’s new teacher (9am in the coffee shop) 
 

 29th June - Year 11 white water rafting 
 

 29th June - Current Year 4 parents meet their child’s new teacher (9am in the coffee shop) 
 

 29th/30th June - Middle and Upper School Production 
 

 30th June - Year 11 final assembly, brunch and Nuclear Races mud run 
 

 30th June - Current Year 3 parents meet their child’s new teacher (9am in the coffee shop) 
 

 30th June - Perry Uniform in school for fittings (afternoon) - appointment only 
 

 30th June - Year 5 ESSA water activities (invite only) 
 

 1st July - Year 8 and 10 interim reports issued 
 

 1st July - Pre-school to Barleylands 
 

 

E-SAFETY NEWS 
What Parents Need to Know about Twitch 
 

Twitch is a livestreaming service which tends to focus on gaming. 
Users can publicly broadcast their gameplay and commentary 
online for other users to watch. It is a community-driven platform 
where viewers can support their favourite streamers’ channels 
through PayPal donations, ‘Bits’ and more. Each streamer or group 
creates their own community for fans to interact with each other. Twitch has more than 15 million 
daily active users and includes non-gaming topics such as music, cooking and art. Anyone can create a 
channel to livestream or watch videos. 
 

In the guide on the next page, you'll find tips on a number of potential risks such as inappropriate 
content, private chat rooms and strangers. 
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ATHLETICS  
 

On Saturday, five of our fantastic Saint Nicholas athletes were selected to represent Harlow in the 
West Essex Championships held at Chelmsford Athletics Track. 
 

Bethany, Year 8 participated in the long jump, Lyla, Year 10 in the high jump, Jake, Year 8 in the discus 
and Desiree, Year 9 in the javelin. As you can see from the pictures, it was a great day and pupils 
gained a lot from the experience. Well done. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SPORTS REPORT  

CRICKET  
 

Report by George, Year 6 
 

On Thursday 9th June, an U13 cricket tournament took place 
at Harlow Cricket Club. Our first game was very tight. We 
fielded first, and were determined to deny the opposition any 
runs. We then proceeded to bat well and eventually we were 
victorious. Our second game was also a tight game. We fielded 
first again, taking a few wickets, and our good fielding meant 
that they were unable to achieve a good score. It was then our 
turn to bat and we batted really well with only two wickets lost. After 
scoring lots of runs we won the game. Our last game of the day was 
against a very strong side. We batted first, losing a couple of wickets 
and unfortunately not scoring many runs, which meant that we lost the 
final game.  It was our first tournament and everyone played really well, 
winning two out of our three games.  
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CRICKET 
 

Report by Mia, Year 8 
 

On Thursday 9th June, the Year 7 and 8 girls 
played kwik cricket at Harlow Town Cricket 
Club in an all girls tournament. We played 
against St Mark’s and John Warner.  The game 
between St Mark’s was a tough one which 
unfortunately we ended up losing. The second 
game was against John Warner, and until the 
last batting innings we were doing very well! 
Overall, I think we improved considerably 
during the fixture and learnt something new 
along the way which was lots of fun.  Thanks 
to Miss Crewe and Mr Tucker for arranging 
the fixture.  

NETBALL  
 

On Friday 11th June, a group of Year 6 pupils competed at the Harlow schools netball finals where they 
played an outstanding round of games, resulting in five wins from six matches! The pupils all worked 
exceptionally hard throughout the afternoon, playing a rotation of positions and scoring many goals. 
The Saint Nicholas pupils initially joined 35 other schools to make their way through to the last six, 
finishing in an overall 2nd place! It was a fantastic day with an outstanding outcome. Well done to 
Francesca, Frankie, Scarlett, Niamh, Wilf, and Harry for their achievement! 
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TENNIS  
 

Report by Georgia, Year 6 
 

On Friday 10th June, four Year 6 pupils (George, Zac, Alana and Georgia) took part in a tennis 
tournament at Harlow Tennis Club. We did really well in all of our matches but when it got to the last 
few, it got a bit intense. There was one school that was really good at smashing the ball back across 
the court but I think we all did very well. Everyone tried so hard and put in lots of effort, including the 
teachers. A big thank you must go to Mr Tucker who set up the event. In the end, all four of us got a 
bronze medal and a certificate, after finishing 3rd out of 16 teams. 
 

Report by Zac, Year 6 
 

On Friday 10th June, George, Georgia, Alana and I from Year 6, were chosen to take part in a tennis 
tournament at Harlow Tennis Club.  
 

We played various games on 
different courts and all played 
outstandingly well, winning a 
variety of games, moving around 
the courts throughout the morning. 
 

There were 16 schools in total 
competing in the tournament and 
we ended up coming 3rd overall. I 
think that was a good result! 
 

I’m proud of myself and my team 
mates, as we all played really well. 
We are waiting to hear if we got 
into the final. 
 

Thank you Mr Tucker for taking us. 
 
 

NETBALL  
 

Ellie and Lois from Year 10 competed in the 
East region netball trials on Saturday for 
Tegate.  
 
It was an early start and a long, tough day, 
comprising 12 matches against various teams. 
The girls played exceptionally well, winning 9, 
losing 2 and drawing 1, which qualifies them 
for division 1 which is superb.  
 
It was nail biting stuff at the end but they 
didn’t give up and we are all very proud of 
them, as was their coach, Carol.  
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 3 TEE CRICKET  
 

The children in 3 tee cricket club have been showing much improvement over the last few weeks and 
Miss North can see their confidence and skills growing, which is great. On Tuesday, they practised their 
throwing and catching skills and finished with a match.  

 
 

NETBALL  
 

Huge congratulations must go to Annabel in Year 7, who has 
been awarded the ‘Jack Petchey Foundation Award’ for 
‘Outstanding Achiever’ at her netball club. Her coaches and 
peers nominated her for this award, as she continues to excel 
and learn with gusto, as well as having the ability to play both 
defence and attack with great attitude. This is a prestigious 
award and we are all very proud of her, well done!  
 
Annabel’s success does not stop there! She also finished in 1st 
place in her category in the Hatfield Heath fun run at the 
Jubliee event last weekend. Well done Annabel, your 
determination and commitment is very commendable.  
 

 


