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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
The first seven days of the summer term have flown by
and I have been so pleased to see the pupils return
upbeat and with such a positive attitude. As I am sure
you are all aware, positivity plays such an important role
in individual success and in my assembly today, I
challenged senior pupils to master the art of positivity
and self-belief. A quote that is attributed to Chinese
philosopher, Confucius says, ‘If you are positive, you’ll
see opportunities instead of obstacles.’ A thought I left
our senior pupils to contemplate over the bank holiday
weekend.
It has been a busy first week of my tenure as
Headmaster and it has been wonderful to reacquaint
myself with the ‘ebb and flow’ of life at Saint Nicholas,
during my numerous learning walks this week. As many
of you would have seen, one of the standout moments
of the week was touring the school with past pupil, now
parent of two boys at the school, Lucinda Mills. Dr Seuss
wrote that, ‘Sometimes you never know the value of a
moment until it becomes a memory.’ It was a special
moment to reminisce with Lucinda about her time as a
pupil during my first spell at the school, and I am truly excited about leading the school and creating
memories that ‘last a lifetime’, for the next generation of Saint Nicholas pupils.
As we look forward to a bank holiday weekend, and an additional day to unwind, relax and refresh, I am
certain that there is no need to remind you that we will be welcoming in the month of May. Named after
the Greek goddess Maia, the month of May brings warmer temperatures, blooming flowers, and the fresh
beginnings of summer, and it is a month that I have always felt lifts the spirits, rejuvenates and provides a
new sense of optimism. As you enjoy an additional day this weekend, I would encourage you to take some
time for yourselves and look forward to the month and term ahead. To quote American naturalist,
photographer and writer, Edwin Way Teale: ‘All things seem possible in May!’
My very best wishes for the weekend.
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TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE
On Wednesday, it was lovely to welcome back ex pupil, and now parent of two
children at the school, Lucinda Mills (née Scott). Lucinda, who left in 2008,
enjoyed a full tour of the school with Mr Ayres and even managed to surprise her
Year 6 form tutor, Mrs Bedford, who she noted hadn’t changed a bit. What a
lovely trip down memory lane.
By Lucinda Mills, Class of 2008
My 12 years at Saint Nicks were by far some of the best years of my life. My ex-classmates and I often
find it difficult to explain to people outside of the school community just how special Saint Nicholas
really is. The beauty of the grounds and brilliant facilities are obvious to see, however it's behind that
where the true magic of the school lies.
I look back on my time at Saint Nicks and truly feel so fortunate to have been educated here. It has
always felt like home. Not just a school, but a family too.
Now 14 years later I have been welcomed back with open arms, this time as a mother not a pupil, and
it feels as though I have never left. I watch my young children excitedly run into their classrooms and it
fills me with so much joy knowing that just like me, they will have many years of happiness here.
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MATHLETICS
It’s been lovely to see so many gold Mathletics certificates being awarded over the last week.
Congratulations to Uma, Martha, Ayden, Lara and Harry in Year 4 and Hope in Year 5.

DRUMMING
Drum roll please…..Well done to Ethan in Year 5
for passing his grade 1 drumming examination
with Merit.

READING AWARDS
Congratulations to Hope in Form 5BM for
reading 2 million words, and Uma in Form 4NP
for reading 1 million words. Wow! Keep up the
fantastic reading girls.

COFFEE SHOP
We would like to remind you that the coffee shop is open
every weekday morning from 8.30am - 9am, serving a range
of hot and cold drinks and snacks.
It’s a great opportunity to catch up with the Headmaster
and our new Catering Manager, Marco Berni, both of whom
are regularly in the coffee shop at these times.
From 9th May, the coffee shop will also be open every
weekday afternoon from 3pm - 3.50pm.
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INTRODUCING MARCO BERNI
Hello to all the wonderful pupils and parents of Saint Nicholas school. I
feel incredibly privileged to be the new Chef Manager, overseeing all the
catering at the School.
I have now been at Saint Nicholas for just over a week and I must say that
the welcome I have experienced from all the teaching staff and pupils has
been absolutely fantastic.
ABOUT ME
I have been a chef for over 20 years, having started my career as a trainee
chef back in 1998 at Butlers Wharf Chef School in London. I then spent two
years at a local hotel, learning my trade with some wonderful chefs, forming a great team, many of
whom I still keep in contact with today. After a couple of years at the hotel, I decided I needed a change
and I started working for Compass Group in fine dining, staff dining and hospitality. I spent four years in
the education sector, working in many sites around London, where I worked with some great people
who have supported me through my development. In February of this year, I decided to move on again,
and joined Harrison’s.
Aside from work, I also enjoy cooking for pleasure and am a big football fan and managed a children’s
football team for five years. I also enjoy running, and in 2019, I completed the London Marathon in 3
hours 57 minutes.

ROTARY CLUB YOUNG CHEFS COOK OFF
The hotly contested second round of this competition took place on Tuesday afternoon for a place in
the final, which will be held at Birchwood School in June. Once again there were some excellent dishes
created by the Year 8 and 9 teams, as you can see from the photos below.
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YEAR 5 SCIENCE

GEOGRAPHY
CLUB

This week, Year 5 pupils have started to learn
about solids, liquids and gases in their science
lessons. Form 5BM conducted an experiment to
demonstrate how the particles in solids, liquids
and gases differ and also learnt about the
properties of these three states of matter.

This week in geography club, the children were
tasked with making a sound map, by listening
very carefully and recording what they heard and
the direction the sounds came from. They used
different symbols and scales to represent what
the noise was, its intensity and how far away it
was.

ART CLUB
Art club pupils are starting to get very excited about the Queen's Jubilee! This week, they have been
incorporating the number 70 into portraits of Queen Elizabeth. Take a look at their masterpieces.
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SCHOOL COMMS
We now have a bespoke new web app that has been built to replace the old mobile
app, which can be found here - https://www.saintnicholasschool.net/app/.
We would like to encourage you to add this to your home screen as follows:
For Andriod users:
Launch Chrome for Android and open the website
https://www.saintnicholasschool.net/app/.
Tap the menu button and tap ‘Add to homescreen’.
You will then be able to enter a name for the shortcut and then Chrome will add it to your home screen.
For Apple users:

Launch the Safari browser and navigate to the website as per the above. Tap the share button on the
browser’s toolbar (the rectangle with an arrow pointing upward).
You will then be prompted to name the shortcut before tapping the ‘Add’ button. The shortcut can be
dragged around and placed anywhere, including in app folders — just like a normal app icon.

ECO CLUB
The new Saint Nicholas goats were paid a visit from the eco club members this week. The pupils were
kept very busy, cleaning the animals’ new home, feeding them and giving them fresh clean
water. What lucky goats they are to be looked after so well!
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YEAR 6 CASTLES
Before Easter, Year 6 pupils were tasked with making their own castles and once again they excelled
themselves. Mrs Johnson was so proud of the effort that they put into making these amazing
structures and would like to thank both the pupils for the time and effort that they put into them, and
the parents for providing all the resources. Here are just a small selection of the fantastic castles that
were made.

THIS WEEK IN PRE-SCHOOL
The theme in the pre-school this week has been ‘Let's Explore!’. The week began with the children
embarking on a treasure hunt around our beautiful school grounds. They turned on their listening
ears, put on their thinking caps, and solved each of the clues that led them to the hidden treasure.
They have also enjoyed exploring the muddy area, hunting for mini beasts and doing lots of digging.
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YEAR 1 MATHS
This week in maths, the children in Year 1 have been learning about capacity and weight. On Tuesday,
pupils in Form 1N had a special delivery of some enchanted ingredients, including dragons blood,
sunshine juice, toadstool drops and unicorn spit! Who knew the school resources were so eclectic!? In
pairs, the children were then given their own plant potion to make in order to help the flowers grow.
Working together, they carefully measured the ingredients using containers and syringes.

Meanwhile, in Form 1M, as part of their lessons about weight, the children had to weigh different
objects with cubes. They firstly had to choose an object, estimate how many cubes they thought the
object would weigh and then weigh out the objects to find the correct answer. They had a lot of fun!

YEAR 2 SCIENCE
This week in science, Year 2 children have been investigating whether the shape of a solid object can
be changed. They were looking at different objects to see whether they could be squashed, bent,
stretched or twisted. The pupils were amazed by some of the results!
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DATES FOR THE DIARY
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the next couple of weeks:
•

4th May - Year 9 DTP/Men ACWY vaccinations

•

5th May - Year 6 - 8 Flamenco workshop

•

6th May - Lower school Happy Puzzle Day

•

6th May - Year 5 optional Avon Tyrrell drop in coffee morning (8.55am, coffee shop)

•

6th May - School golf day at Gold World, Stansted

•

6th May - Year 9 to Essex Outdoor Centre

•

9th - 13th May - Year 5 Avon Tyrrell trip

•

9th - 13th May - Year 10 careers interviews

•

9th May - GCSE PE live moderation

•

9th May - Spanish GCSE speaking exams

•

11th May - French and German GCSE speaking exams

•

11th May - Year 10 to see Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time, Dartford

•

12th May - Year 10 Spanish study day at BFI

•

13th May - Year 11 last day in school before study leave commences

•

13th May - Year 3/4 tri-golf festival

WATCH YOUR SPEED
When driving into the school, please be mindful that we have a strict 10mph
speed limit. This is to ensure the safety of everyone walking around on site.
Thank you for your cooperation with this.

E-SAFETY NEWS
What Parents Need to Know about Group Chats
Occurring through messaging apps, on social media
and in online games, group chats are among the
most popular ways that young people engage with
their peers online. Involving, by definition, three or
more individuals, these groups allow users to send
messages, images and videos to everyone in one
place. While they are useful for helping friends,
people with shared interests or members of a club to communicate and coordinate activities, they can
also leave young people feeling excluded and bullied – as well as providing opportunities for
inappropriate content to be shared and viewed.
In the guide over the page, you'll find tips on a number of potential risks such as bullying,
inappropriate content and unknown members.
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SPORTS REPORT
SWIMMING
Report by Amelie, Year 5
On Friday 22nd April, Year 5 and 6 girls and boys took part in the annual Harlow schools swimming
gala, held at the Leisure Zone. It was a great afternoon of swimming, with lots of really good
performances from everyone. Overall, we achieved two bronze medals, seven silver medals and two
gold medals. The golds were won by Harry in Year 6 for backstroke and the Year 5 girls relay team
(Amelie, Kayla, Tia and Casta). We all had a great day and overall we finished in 2nd place out of 8
schools! We all got lovely medals as well.

RACE FOR LIFE
For the past 6 years, the pre-school children have taken part
in our very own Race for Life event, and we are very excited
that this year's race is planned for Thursday 16th June.

We are raising funds for Cancer Research, and the link to the
Just Giving page is below. Please do share this with family
members if they would like to sponsor the cause.
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/little-saints-pre-school
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FOOTBALL
The Year 10 and 11 boys had a great afternoon at Spurs Academy in Enfield last Thursday, which
centered around three coaching sessions led by the u18 pro players. Lots of skills were on show and
there were some great finishes by a number of the boys. Before heading home, they were also lucky to
have a tour of the Academy grounds. It’s great to see even more fantastic opportunities and
experiences being enjoyed by the pupils at Saint Nicholas!

THREE TEE CRICKET
Tuesday saw the first 3 Tee Cricket club session take place. The
children practised their batting skills before playing a match. At the
end of the session, they discussed some of the skills they will start to
focus on next week, including throwing and catching. Great start!
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