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I don’t think I would have been brave enough; not at that age. These were my thoughts as I watched 
another Year 6 boy reciting a poem of his own creation into an echoing microphone, under the full glare of 
the house lights, in front of his peers and surrounded by watchful and expectant parents at the Year 6 
Poetry Soirée.  

Poetry is a form of self expression. 

This act of  sharing your thoughts and 

beliefs with others creates a moment 

of vulnerability.  As an adult, I have 

attempted poetry and written the 

odd song lyric but I have never been 

brave enough to let anyone listen to 

my efforts. To watch every  pupil in 

Year 6 perform their poetry live left 

me full of admiration for their 

courage. The poems were well 

written and beautifully presented, 

and the musical and dancing 

interludes were no less impressive.   

I would like to thank the English department for providing this wonderful opportunity for the pupils to be 

creative and practice their public speaking skills and I look forward to hearing more from our budding 

poets, dancers and musicians in the years to come.  

FROM THE HEADMASTER’S  DESK 

 

MOTHER’S DAY SALE  
Next Thursday 24th March, all pupils will have the opportunity to purchase a 
gift at the Saint Nicholas Mother’s Day Sale, organised by The Friends. There 
will be a wide range of lovely gifts and chocolates to purchase, ranging in 
value from £1 to £5, as well as the opportunity to purchase cards. Pupils will 
have the opportunity to browse and purchase during the school day.  
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2 MILLION WORDS 
Well done to 
Lucca in Year 4 
who has this 
week reached 
the incredible 
milestone of 
having read 2 
million words! 
Wow, what a 
dedicated 
reader he is! 
 

 

 

Congratulations to Emily and Emilia for achieving their 
gold Mathletics certificates this week. Super work! 
 

MATHLETICS  

PUPIL NEWS REPORTS  
The following articles have been written by Olivia in Year 10, assisted by Ella in Year 10. 
 

Singing Contest Winners Announced 
 

I am delighted to announce that the following pupils have been chosen as the winners of the singing 
competition held in February. They will be awarded 5 house points each and the opportunity to perform at 
the Don’t Fret Live concert later in the year. Congratulations to: Charlie and Max in Year 6, Mia and Bethany 
in Year 8 and Zachary in Year 9. Rehearsals are already underway and their performances are very 
promising. I am sure they will all be amazing at the concert in the summer. 
 

I am also looking for pupils who would like to be involved with running the concert in supporting roles, such 
as backing musicians, photographers, backstage crew members and graphic designers. All the positions 
mentioned are open to pupils from Year 6 to Year 10. If you want to get involved, please don’t hesitate to 
contact c.bowerman@saintnicholasschool.net. 
 

We are looking forward to working with as many pupils as possible to create a wonderful summer concert. 
 
Harlow Rock School 
 

My name is Olivia from Year 10 and I am a member of 
Harlow Rock School. On 12th March, I received a Jack 
Petchey Achievement Award, which was presented to me 
during a concert. A Jack Petchey Achievement Award is 
awarded to young people who have gone above and 
beyond to achieve, and is primarily about recognising those 
who put in the effort and do their best. The charity was 
organised by Sir Jack Petchey CBE. 
 

Harlow Rock School is a charity based in Old Harlow, 
supporting local young musicians. They put on concerts 
featuring the young bands that rehearse there. I received 
£300 as prize money to spend on something that benefits and gives back to Harlow Rock School. 

mailto:c.bowerman@saintnicholasschool.net
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ECO CLUB NEWS  
Eco club members would like to thank The Friends for the purchase of new materials for the club. They 
are delighted to have been given new plants, trees, tools, bird houses, a wheelbarrow and compost. 
The Year 4 and 5 STEM group pupils also enjoyed watching their cherry trees being planted in the eco 
garden. It was a great team effort, well done everyone! 
 
 

In other eco club news, excitement has been building as members have been busy preparing for some 
new additions to the School. They have been laying down chipped bark and sorting the new penned 
area next to the arena. Watch this space for details of our new residents…. 

 

ROCKING HORSE NURSERY 
Building work will soon commence on The Old Stables to 
convert the farmhouse into a new day nursery for babies from 3 
months old.  
 

Once open, the nursery’s opening hours will be 7.30am to 6pm, 
Monday to Friday, all year round, excluding public holidays.  
 

Do feel free to spread the word, and visit 
www.rockinghorsenursery.net to register interest.  
 
 

http://www.rockinghorsenursery.net
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Year 1 – ‘Surviving on Mars’ and ‘Do all our body parts grow as we get older?’ 

NATIONAL SCIENCE WEEK 
This week, the lower school has been celebrating National Science Week. The theme this year has 

been ‘Growth’. Children have taken part in ‘live lessons’ for Life Cycles, Mini Beasts and Climate 

Change. Each year group, as listed below, has also researched an inspirational scientist who has broken 

down barriers of stereotypes and diversity in their field.  

 
 

Alongside learning about these scientists, children have also taken part in growth themed science 
investigation lessons. Here are a selection of photographs from the week. 
 

Reception – Mary Anning and Handy Greenhouses 

Year Group Inspirational Scientist 

Reception Mary Anning 

Year 1 Orville & Wilbur Wright 

Year 2 Mae Jemison 

Year 3 Margaret Hamilton 

Year 4 George Washington Carver 

Year 5 Stephen Hawking 



5 

  

Year 2 – Mae Jemison and Micro habitats (more details on this later in the newsletter) 

 

Year 3 – Space travel 
 

  

Year 4 – Tremendous trees investigation 

    

And finally, Year 5’s exciting trip to the Royal Observatory is featured on the next page... 

NATIONAL SCIENCE WEEK CONTINUED... 
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ROYAL OBSERVATORY TRIP 
This week, Year 5 pupils enjoyed their space-themed visit to the Royal Observatory and Planetarium as 
part of National Science Week. The children enjoyed a fascinating interactive ‘Space Watch’ session in 
which they learned about how to launch satellites into space, what makes a ‘Goldilocks Planet’, looked 
at photos of Mars taken by the Hubble telescope and the Mars rover, and even investigated how 
gravity can help water stay in a bucket when swinging it in circles!  
 
The children also loved watching the ‘Final Frontier’ planetarium show, learning about how the solar 
system formed and how we may explore in the future. Perhaps we have a few budding future 
astronauts and astronomers in Year 5? 

 

 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM  
The second hand uniform shop is now permanently situated in the Old Stables 
block and is located at the stables, on the out drive. It will be open every 
Monday commencing 21st March, from 3.30pm until 5pm. Parking must take 
place at the arena.  
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The children then went on to combine science and maths in their learning, while studying 
microhabitats. They watched a live mini-beast lesson and learnt that within a habitat you can also 
have a microhabitat. They explored the muddy area in the school grounds, focusing their examinations 
on logs and bushes. The children found lots of mini-beasts such as beetles, ladybirds, slugs and worms 
which they recorded onto a tally chart and then created their own pictograms to display their results.  
 

 

YEAR 2 SCIENCE  
As mentioned earlier in the newsletter, this week is National Science Week and the theme is growth. 
On Tuesday afternoon, Year 2 pupils learnt that as well as being important for their growth and 
development, physical exercise also brings a number of other health benefits. The children gave some 
thought to ways to get fit outside for free, and then worked in teams to try different exercises.  
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YEAR 1 ART  
Year 1 pupils have been continuing their dinosaur topic. In art they have been learning how to 
manipulate plasticine to create a dinosaur of their choice and as you can see from the photos below, 
they have created some fabulous models. Next week they will continue their skills with clay.  

 
 

 

PUDDLES AND RAINBOWS  
The puddles and rainbows theme continued in the pre-school this week. Children have been counting 
colourful items, making rainbow cupcakes and creating drawings of beautiful tulips. On Tuesday, they 
had a wonderful time making and jumping in very big muddy puddles, and on Wednesday they made a 
rainmaker.  
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the next couple of weeks:  

 

• 21st/22nd March - Book Fair  
 

• 21st March - Reception Mother’s Day assembly 
 

• 22nd March - Year 7 parents evening 
 

• 23rd March - Avon Tyrrell parent meeting (4.30pm - 5pm) 
 

• 23rd March - Young Voices parent meeting (5pm - 5.30pm) 
 

• 24th March - Year 10 to Hemel Hempstead Ski Centre 
 

• 24th March - Year 4 History off the Page (Life in Roman Britain) 
 

• 24th March - Year 11 driving lesson 
 

• 25th March - Year 10 full reports issued 

 

• 28th March - Year 1 class assembly 
 

• 29th March - Reception to Year 2 Easter bonnet parade 
 

• 29th March - Year 1 dinosaur enrichment day 
 

• 29th March - Year 10 and 11 DTP/MenACWY/HPV vaccinations 
 

• 1st April - End of term  
 

*Last day of term finishing times are as follows: Pre-school at 11.30am, Reception to Year 2 at 1pm, 
Year 3 to 5 at 1.15pm and Year 6 to 11 at 1.30pm. School buses will depart at 1.45pm.  

E-SAFETY NEWS 

 

Brighten Someone's Day Online 
 

Living a good digital life doesn’t only mean 
avoiding the bad stuff like online trolls, scam 
adverts or gory video games. Sometimes it’s 
about celebrating the good things: how the 
internet has the power, for example, to help 
people improve each other’s day with a kind 
word, a supportive comment or a well-timed 
meme. Comic Relief 2022 has the theme of 
‘You’ – proposing that these small acts of 
kindness, if performed by enough people, can make a massive difference. 

In support of this year’s Red Nose Day, National Online Safety has produced a special guide with some 
suggestions on how we can all bring a smile to someone’s face by being more positive online - 
including video calling, posting a kind comment and sharing a feelgood playlist. This guide can be 
found on the next page.  
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RUGBY 
 

Report by Jasper, Year 10 
 

Luckily for us, last Thursday brought perfect rugby conditions. The Year 9 and 10 boys played a match 
against Gosfield school and although it was their match and they played well, we won 12:7. Conrad 
and Adam scored our tries and Rhys scored the conversions. Jago and Henry made some good tackles, 
and even though we were two people down in the scrum, we won most of them. Well done to the 
Year 9 and 10 boys. 
 
 
 

SPORTS REPORT  

RUGBY  
 
Report by Hugo, Year 8 
 

On Wednesday 8th March, the Year 8 boys rugby team went to Harlow Rugby 
Club for our second week of games. We had two games to play, the first 
against Mark Hall. It was a tough game and unfortunately we lost 2-1, but in 
the last five minutes of the game, we got into shape and Jake scored an 
amazing try. We kept our heads up going into he second game and tried to 
play like we had done for the last five minutes of the previous game. We 
figured out that all we needed to do was to keep our defensive line and push. 
In the end this was an easy game thanks to our tactics, and we took home the 
win, 5-0. Jake, Ali, Joe E and Hugo all scored amazing tries. We hope that next 
week we can get even better results. 
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NETBALL  
 
Report by Ellie, Year 10 
 

On Thursday 10th March, the Year 10 girls played a netball match against 
Gosfield. All the girls played very well and we worked excellently as a team. 
It was a tough match but despite this, we played to the best of our ability 
and won 10-7. Well done to Olivia and Ellie for scoring our goals and to our 
player of the match, Sophie.  

NETBALL  
 
Report by Miss Crewe 
 
On Tuesday afternoon, the Year 7 netball team played against Stewards to bring home the win. Week 
on week the girls are improving and their team performance is excellent, which is testament to their 
commitment to lessons and training. We are very fortunate to have a large number of girls to select 
from and we now have a number of girls playing club netball. Amelie, Annabel and Emily were solid in 
defence, preventing the opposition from scoring and feeding the attackers with lots of opportunities to 
progress down the court. Eve, Fleur, India and Holly linked together beautifully as the ball made its way 
down the court to the opposing net and had multiple opportunities to score, leading to a 4-2 win. Well 
done girls, a superb performance.  
 
 


