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CHINESE NEW YEAR
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 pupils thoroughly enjoyed learning about the Chinese New Year in their
music lessons this week. They learnt that the celebrations include putting up decorations, eating a
family reunion dinner, the giving of red envelopes and gifts, lighting firecrackers and fireworks, and
watching lion and dragon dances. They also learnt that 2022 is the Year of the Tiger.
As part of their learning, Reception children sang a Chinese New Year song, learned a dragon dance
and sang and danced like a tiger. Year 1 pupils also sang a Chinese New Year song, learned a dragon
dance and made a red lantern to sing and dance with. Meanwhile, Year 2 pupils clapped Chinese
rhythm patterns, each taking a turn to lead the class, moved to some Chinese music like a Chinese
Dragon, while beating a drum and waving their rhythm ribbon sticks. They even took their dance into
the playground, waving their ribbons high and low, fast and slow, in front and behind, pretending they
were moving like the Chinese dragon. A lot of fun was had by all.
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YEAR 2 ART
In art this week, Year 2 pupils have been learning about the artist Barbara Hepworth, an abstract
artist, who created sculptures using natural materials. The children enjoyed creating their own
Hepworth inspired clay sculptures. Aren’t they fantastic?

GREEN FINGERS

MATHLETICS
Congratulations to
Vinayak and Marcus in
Year 4 for achieving
their gold Mathletics
certificates. Great work!

Earlier this week, it was
time for our green fingered
pre-school children to
plant the primroses in the
welly boots. They will be
taking good care of them
over the coming weeks
and made sure they had a
good drink of water to bed
them in.
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ART CLUB
This week, art club members explored colour, and learned how hot
and cold colours can affect the way we feel. The children created
cold colour rainbows followed by self portraits, which were inspired
by Pablo Picasso, using
hot and cold colours to
reflect whether they
were feeling happy or
calm.

YEAR 4 GEOGRAPHY
In geography this week, Year 4 pupils enjoyed investigating the way different mountains are formed.
They did this by using pieces of card to represent the tectonic plates, observing the way they are able
to move around together. In particular, they reflected on the effect of this movement. Great work
Year 4.
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YEAR 2 MATHS
This week in maths, Year 2 pupils have been focusing on multiplication. On Tuesday, they looked at
arrays, and used their super knowledge of fact families to not only work out multiplication equations,
but also division ones too. What superstar mathematicians we have in Year 2!

BARRACUDAS
Don’t forget that the early booking offer for
Barracudas is available until 31st January, so parents
are encouraged to book before then to guarantee the
lowest prices. Remember to quote our school host
code, HSCH22, to get an extra 10% discount for the
weekly rate.

DATES FOR THE DIARY
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the next few weeks:
•

31st January - Covid vaccinations 2nd dose (12—16 year olds)

•

3rd February - Year 9 parents evening

•

4th February - Year 6 interim reports issued

•

7th - 11th February - Mental Health Week

•

7th February - Year 6 geography enrichment day

•

11th February - Girls in STEM virtual event

•

11th February - Key Stage 2 multicultural dance festival

•

14th - 18th February - Half term holiday
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SPORTS NEWS
FOOTBALL
Report by Clementine, Year 7
We travelled on the minibus to
Passmores school to play football
against three other schools, including
Passmores, Stewards, and St Mark’s.
In the first match, we played against St
Marks, drawing 0-0, despite Margaux
and myself coming close to scoring.
Our second game was more successful,
as India, Jess and Darcy were great at
defending and we scored once,
winning 1-0. Well done to India and
Hollie for stepping forward and playing
for the other team, as they only had
four players. The last game was against
the hosts, Passmores, drawing again in
a goalless game, demonstrating our
strength in defence. We kept the
possession of the ball and Grace stood
up to the strikes on goal. Unfortunately though, we could not finish our opportunities, but we
persevered and played a evenly matched game. Well done to everyone that participated and very well
done to Grace for saving all the goals. Thank you for taking us Mrs Hopkins.

GOLF
We are pleased to announce
that the next two pupil and
parent golf days will take
place on 6th May and 14th
June at Stansted Golf
World. More details to follow
in the coming weeks.
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CHANGE4LIFE
Report by Art, Year 4
On Friday 21st January, I participated in a fun festival at Mark Hall Academy, with Emilia, Murtaza and
Pristine. It was great to represent our school there. We arrived on the school minibus and were
greeted by an instructor that was wearing a top that said ‘School Partnerships’. We met different
pupils from various schools across Harlow and everyone was very enthusiastic.
We did lots of fun activities including hockey and a relay, which involved jumping over hurdles
followed by three press ups, jumping over more hurdles and then we did power jumping, climbing
under a tunnel, seven star jumps and finally, we ran back to our year groups. My favourite activities
were scootering and archery.

We had so much fun that time flew by very fast! Thank you Mr Brown, for taking us to this marvellous
event. I enjoyed it very much, it was a fantastic fun Friday!
Report by Murtaza, Year 4
I really enjoyed participating in the Change4Life Sports Festival last Friday. It had many fun games like
golf, archery and more. We left in the afternoon in a school minibus and saw that when we arrived,
other schools were at the event too. The event lasted the whole afternoon and every few minutes we
moved round to participate in the next game. My favourite activity was the baton race. I liked it
because we were split into two teams with a baton, and we had to complete the obstacles before
passing it to the next person.

7

DANCE
In their dance lessons, Year 2 pupils have been working on travelling together with changes in group
positions as well as creating group shapes. Here are some group shapes they created, using levels as a
modifier to good effect.
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