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It is always hard to write an assembly that will engage pupils from Reception all the way through to Year 

11.  This morning, my assembly dived into the philosophical topic of being good. Pupils were asked to 

consider what they would do if they could make themselves invisible. Would they use their powers to 

help others or would they be naughty? It is a simple idea and a fun topic to consider, even as an adult, 

but it does open up a conversation about whether we are only good because someone is usually 

watching us. Are we only good because teachers and parents and the police tell us we have to be good, 

and then check to see that we are behaving ourselves?  

It is an old argument. Aristotle argued that good behaviour has to be learned and we are born amoral 

creatures with no sense of right and wrong. Some of our Year 11 English pupils have read Goldings ‘Lord 

Of The Flies’ where the children resort to savagery when away from the control of the adult world. The 

English philosopher Thomas Hobbes described humans as naturally ‘nasty’ and ‘brutish’ without society 

to keep people in check.   

I am not so pessimistic and lean 

towards Jean-Jacques Rousseau 

who believed that man is 

instinctively good but it is the 

greed, corruption and inequality 

in society that causes the 

problem. His beliefs are 

supported by some modern 

studies which suggest that 

children who are even less than a 

year old are able to make choices 

about right and wrong.   

At Saint Nicholas, I am always 

delighted by the behaviour of our 

pupils. They are polite, 

compassionate and caring, and 

treat each other with respect. 

Let’s hope nobody invents a cloak 

of invisibility though.  

FROM THE HEADMASTER’S  DESK 
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YEAR 2 ART  

 

ECO CLUB  
 

This week in art, the Year 2 children have been learning about the British artist, Andy Goldsworthy. 
They learnt that he creates 'land art' called Ephemeral Art, that only lasts a short time. They used the 
beautiful school grounds to find lots of wonderful natural materials to create their own ephemeral 
land art inspired by the famous artist. 

This week, eco club members were 
looking for animal habitats around the 
school grounds. They discovered animal 
tracks, found a new rabbit warren and 
saw lots of invertebrates in the eco 
garden. 
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BAKING CLUB  
Baking club attendees have had a successful week! They made sticky chocolate drop cakes, which were 
delicious. They have also developed their problem-solving skills, and those who have been less 
impressed with their bakes in previous weeks, were much happier this week. It just shows what 
determination and skill-based learning can do!   

 

 

YEAR 4 SCIENCE  
This week in Year 4, pupils enjoyed a particularly fun science lesson. They had to plan and carry out a 
fair test which focussed on gravity and air resistance, by making made paper helicopters, ensuring they 
considered the different variables. They logged the time it took for the helicopters to fall from the class 
windows to the ground outside. Great team work this week Year 4! 
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THIS WEEK IN PRE-SCHOOL  
Pre-school children have continued their ‘Winter Wonderland’ theme this week and have been 
grateful for lots of icy mornings to enhance their learning. They have used hammers to crack the 
frozen ice in the tuff tray outside, and have taken part in a dice game which involved printing 
snowballs on cards before counting and comparing with friends. They have also enjoyed being 
creative, by inventing snowflake soup, as well as taking part in several cooking activities. 
 

The children voted for their role play area to be turned into a recycling centre and have spent lots of 
time sorting through the recycling, driving the recycling truck and learning about what can and cannot 
be recycled.   
 

 

 

BUZZZZZZZZZ 
Reception pupils have been learning the sound ‘zz’ for buzz, and have practiced their cutting skills to 
make bee hats. They have been working hard to practice how to write the letter ‘z’ and have been 
reading words containing the ‘zz’ sound. 
 

They also learned how bees make honey and got to taste some too! Delicious! 
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CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 
This term in humanities, Year 2 pupils are learning about Christopher Columbus. Earlier this week, the 
children in Form 2N, role played being sailors aboard the ship that arrived in the Bahamas and thought 
about how they might feel finding land after being on board for over five weeks.  
 
 

 

CRICKET CLUB  
Last Friday, lower school children had a fantastic 
time at their first cricket club. They learnt what a 
wicket is, practised their aiming and throwing 
skills and then finished by throwing soft balls at 
the stumps. 
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MARKET RESEARCH  
Year 3 children enjoyed doing a little 'market research' in their DT lesson earlier in the week. They 
tasted some different types of bread and analysed the appearance, texture, taste and smell. 

 

YEAR 10 FOOD 
PREPARATION  

Year 10 pupils have been cooking using marinades 
this week and have learned how to make 'ceviche', 
using citrus juice to cure fish, rather than cooking it.  

 
 

 

 WELL DONE LUCCA 
Lucca in Form 4CP has reached an incredible 
achievement of reading over 1,000,000 words, 
and the total number is still rising. Well done 
Lucca, keep up the good work! It’s great that 
you enjoy reading so much and are inspiring 
others in their love of reading too.  
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STEM SCIENCE  
This week, the Year 4 and 5 STEM science group were problem solving, using different materials. The 
children had to work out which materials were the most waterproof. Everyone agreed it was a lot of 
fun, despite water going everywhere at times! 

 

YEAR 1 ART 
Year 1 pupils have been working on their sketching skills in 
art this week. Linking to their animals topic, the children 
chose their own animal to draw, using their best sketching 
skills. They made sure 
that they looked 
carefully at all of the 
details and added 
shading where 
necessary. Well done 
on working so hard!  
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Please see below useful dates for your diary for the next few weeks:  
 

• 24th - 28th January - Year 8 exam week 
 

• 27th January - Year 10 Forest School Higher Education and 
Careers Fair 

 

• 28th January - Year 9 interim reports issued 
 

• 31st January/1st February - Covid vaccinations second dose 
(12—16 year olds) 

 

• 3rd February - Year 9 parents evening 
 

• 4th February - Year 6 interim reports issued 
 

• 7th - 11th February - Mental Health Week  
 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 

KARATE SUCCESS 
Congratulations to Ayla and Austin in Year 4 and 5 
respectively, for successfully achieving their green and 
red belts. They are rightly very proud of themselves.  
 
 
 

 

SAFEGUARDING NEWS 
10 Ways You Can Share Kindness Online 

Last year, around one in five children aged 10–15 in England and 
Wales admitted experiencing online bullying: most commonly 
being insulted or sworn at, or having hurtful messages sent about 
them. To a child who’s being bullied, the world can seem like a 
bleak, negative place – but just one kind word can be a ray of 
hope: a turning point that brightens someone’s day and resets 
their perspective. That’s why ‘One Kind Word’ is the theme of Anti-Bullying Week 2021. We’re 
supporting this year’s event by bringing you ten top tips for beating online bullying by replacing it with 
kindness. 
 

In the guide on the next page, you'll find tips such as reaching out, thinking before commenting and 
recommending fun things. 



9 

 



10 

 

SPORTS NEWS  

CROSS COUNTRY  
 

Report by Alistair, Year 8 
 

Last weekend, I competed in the Essex County Cross Country Championships, which turned out to be a 
very positive experience for me.   
 

After completing the tough course, I finished in 19th position overall, and  qualified for the south east 
inter counties in Surrey on Saturday 5th February. 
  

There were a number of 
competitors I recognised from 
other schools in Harlow, which 
was helpful as we could discuss 
how we all felt after the 
race.  Overall, It was a muddy 
and wet day, but it was fun and I 
was happy with the final result.  
 
 

NETBALL  
 

Report by Niamh, Year 6 
 

On Wednesday 19th January, the Year 6 netball team went to Alleyn Court School to represent Saint 
Nicholas at the ISA East Anglia regional under 11s netball competition. The team of Scarlett,  Evie, 
Francesca, Grace, Frankie, Olivia L, Ella, Alana, Holly and Niamh did brilliantly and won two games out 
of five.  
 

Firstly, Saint Nicholas played exceptionally well 
against Hutton Manor, with great attacking play 
from Grace and Scarlett to win 2-0. Next up, we 
faced Ursuline, to whom we lost 0-5 but we 
learnt a lot from playing a great team who went 
on to finish as runners up in the competition. 
We played an exciting end to end game against a 
very strong Finborough team, eventually 
narrowly losing 3-4, and then we played 
Littlegarth to whom we lost 0-4. Finally, 
we finished the tournament on a high, with a 
great win against Heathcote, with some sharp 
shooting from Scarlett and Holly and some great 
defence at our end with Francesca as Goal 
Keeper.  
 

Everyone did brilliantly as it was the first time 
the school has been invited to this 
tournament. Thank you to Ms Sanders who took us to Alleyn Court so that we could compete.  
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FOOTBALL  
 

Report by Lucy, Year 9 
 

On Thursday of last week, the U15 girls played a 
friendly tournament at Passmores School, where 
we played three games in total.  
 
We lost our first game 0-1 against St Mark’s but it 
was a very unlucky goal right at the end of the 
game. For our second match we played 
Passmores second team and we won 2-0, and for 
our last match we lost 0-3 against Passmores first 
team.   
 
It was a good learning and playing experience for 
us all.  
 
 

INDOOR ATHLETICS 
 

The following reports detail the Harlow schools indoor athletics event that was held on Thursday 13th 
and Friday 14th January.  
 

Report by Otis, Year 2 
We travelled on the school minibuses, one for the boys and one for the girls. When we arrived, we ran 
in one of the relay races and then competed in the field events. When we raced, there were three 
different relay races. I did the speed bounce, javelin and the last challenging team relay with some of 
the boys. Then we all got a medal. It was brilliant!  
 

Report by Jessica, Year 2 
When I went on the minibus I felt so excited. When we got there, I looked around and it felt amazing. 
When we started racing I shouted: “Go, blue team!” Next it was my turn,  and it went so fast that 
before I knew it, my first event was done. Finally, I took my turn at Chest Push and I loved it.  
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 INDOOR ATHLETICS CONTINUED  
 
Report by Archie, Year 6  
The indoor athletics we attended on Friday was fun. We competed in a lot of relay races with different 
challenges such as obstacles, up and over hurdles and straight races with other schools. We also 
competed in various solo activities, losing out in a few but we did very well in the majority of events. 
George and I ran in the 4 lap relay, which was one of the hardest events but in the end, we tried our 
best, had fun and enjoyed ourselves. 
 

We competed against eight other Harlow schools and it was a very tough competition. In the end, we 
finished fifth overall out of eight schools in attendance.  
 
Report by Pippa, Year 6 
There were around eight other schools and many competitors from each school team. First, was a 
relay race in which we had to jump over hurdles, doing quick feet and jumping over a line ten times. In 
the first race we placed third. A quick break and then it was the boys’ turn. It was another relay race 
but this time we had to run, crawl through a tunnel, jump hurdles and run back. After that, the field 
events took place which included the javelin and three jump steps. Overall my team mates and I had a 
really amazing time.  


