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fhgfdgdfgdg 2016           Friday 14th January, 2022 

 
 

 

Upon entering the sports hall today, I was rather taken aback to see the girls in Year 10 and Year 11 
partaking in what looked like a mass brawl. One girl was punching someone in the face, another girl was 
biting their best friend, one cluster was taking it in turns to poke a teacher in the eye, and a group of girls 
were throwing each other to the ground whereupon they proceeded to choke each other using their legs, 
laughing and smiling the whole time as if this were the most natural thing in the world, whilst Miss Crewe 
looked on encouragingly. It turned out, luckily, that this was the first of four sessions of self defence 
organised by Miss Crewe. 
 

There has been much in the press over the last year about an increase in violence against women and 
girls. The opinions and lifestyle survey last June found that a third of women over the age of 16 had 
experienced at least one form of harassment over the previous 12 months. They also found that almost 
half of all the women questioned feel unsafe at night, even in busy public places or their own streets. We 
want to ensure that our senior girls are equipped with the necessary skills to feel confident when out in 
public and to be able to defend themselves effectively if needed. 
 

Personally, I know the benefits of taking up martial arts, beyond the ability to defend yourself.  It is a 
wonderful way to increase your focus and calmness, as well as being a great way to stay fit and healthy. 
The generic term for Chinese martial arts 'Kung Fu' actually translates as a skill achieved through hard 
work and practice; this can relate to making tea, dancing or calligraphy just as much as it applies to 
fighting. A Kung Fu master is known as a Shifu, which means teacher or skilled person.  
 

I hope that all our Saint Nicholas pupils can be like Kung Fu masters and learn new skills by hard work and 
practice. 
 

Shifu Wilson 

FROM THE HEADMASTER’S  DESK 

 

CHRISTMAS PERFORMANCES 
Please find below the links to view the Christmas performances. 

Hopefully this is just the ticket to cheer everyone up in January! 
 

https://youtu.be/42Fv1R4bG5s  Reception Christmas Nativity 2021 
 

https://youtu.be/TzKSav6bbTQ  Pre School Christmas Nativity 2021 
 

https://youtu.be/iiqYkaKxdQo  Lower School Nativity 2021 
 

https://youtu.be/8sxN8oEumKY  Carol Service 2021 

https://youtu.be/42Fv1R4bG5s
https://youtu.be/TzKSav6bbTQ
https://youtu.be/iiqYkaKxdQo
https://youtu.be/8sxN8oEumKY
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BABY NEWS 
We are delighted to report the safe arrival of Ralph Louis Poster, 
on 7th January, weighing 7lbs 12ozs. Huge congratulations to Mrs 
Poster and her other half. What a cutie!  
 
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS MR AYRES!  
The Christmas break was even more special for our 
new incoming Headmaster, Mr Ayres, who tied the 
knot on New Year’s Eve, in what looks like a fabulous 
occasion, complete with Star Wars cake fit for a super 
fan! Congratulations to Mr and Mrs Ayres from 
everyone at Saint Nicholas.  
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LET’S EXPLORE 
On Monday, Forms RSP and RB went on an adventure around the local area, to mark the start of their 
new topic, 'Let's Explore'.  
 

First of all, the children used the Google Maps app to find the school and discussed what they might 
see on their trip. They noticed blue lines and circles and discovered that these represent lakes and 
rivers, and also learned that the grey lines represent roads.    
 

They began the walk from school, heading past a farmer’s field, over a bridge, round the corner, past 
old houses, towards the church before seeing the shop on the other side of the road. They ventured a 
bit further and discovered The Old School and The Old School House. 
 

The children drew a map of their journey along the way and, once back in class, discussed what they 
had seen by sharing their maps with each other.  
 

Mrs Bradley and Miss Curtis were incredibly impressed by the children’s good behaviour and also with 
their inquisitive nature. All in all, the children noticed a lot of different features in their local 
environment. 
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SPANISH FILM CLUB  
Year 10 pupils are enjoying watching ‘Zipi y Zape y el club de la 
canica’ during Spanish film club.  Zipi and Zape are mischievous and 
energetic twins.  In Spain and other Spanish speaking countries, 
these characters are as iconic as Dennis the Menace or Diary of a 
Wimpy Kid.  Originally created as a comic strip in 1947 by José 
Saliente, they have become popular with younger audiences, thanks 
to video games and a TV series.  The film franchise sees the boys 
solve Indiana Jones type mysteries.  For our Spanish pupils, watching 
original language programmes is a fantastic way to assimilate new 
vocabulary, improve accents and deepen cultural knowledge.   
 
 

 

BAKING CLUB  
Report by Alistair, Year 8 
 

First week back at baking club went well, and thankfully most of the cakes turned out just as they were 
supposed to. We were making butterfly cakes, and despite a few difficulties with some people putting 
all the butter in their cakes, and making them quite sweet, it was a successful week.   
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ATLAS WORK  
This week in Year 4’s geography lesson, pupils were using atlases to explore maps of the UK, and 
finding the highest peak of each mountain. Great work Year 4! 

Meanwhile, over in Year 1 this week, pupils have also being using atlases, as they too started their 
topic on UK geography. They have been using an atlas to identify the different countries and cities in 
the UK, before placing them on a map.  
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TRADITIONAL TALES  

 

MATHLETICS  

Year 2 pupils have been learning 
about traditional tales this week. 
The classes have learned, 
performed and retold the story of 
The Gingerbread Man. Here are 
some of the children sharing the 
story. 

Congratulations to Amelia in Year 2, Moyo in Year 
3,  Evie and Bethany in Year 4, and James in Year 5 
for all achieving their gold Mathletics certificates 
this week. Great work!  

 

SEQUENCING  
Reception pupils have been learning about 
sequencing, using the vocabulary ‘first, next and 
last’.  
 

They discussed the steps needed to butter a 
slice of bread and why it is so important to 
complete the steps in the correct order. The 
children then independently buttered their own 
slice of bread, before drawing the sequence and 
labelling their pictures.  
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THIS WEEK IN PRE-SCHOOL 
The Little Saints were all very excited to be back at pre-school after the Christmas break and they 
enjoyed sharing their Christmas news. The first topic of the year is Winter Wonderland and so far 
pupils have enjoyed exploring sensory snow dough, going on a winter walk, developing their fine motor 
skills by cutting out Arctic animals and also promoting their communication skills by talking about all 
things cold. The children are keeping their fingers tightly crossed for snow this year!  

 

ART CLUB  
This week, after a quick pen disco warm up, art 
club members focused mainly on drawing 
techniques. Pupils explored how famous artists 
used lines, dots and patterns in their artwork, 
before then creating their very own masterpiece, 
using all of the techniques they had learnt. 
 

 

VOLCANOES 
Year 3 pupils have started their new topic, 
Extreme Earth, with a bang! At the end of last 
week they created a volcano experiment which 
the children all agreed was a lot of fun!  
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Please see below useful dates for your diary for the next few weeks:  
 

• 19th January - Year 8 geography ‘trade game’ 
 

• 21st January - Year 11 reports issued 
 

• 21st January - Year 3-4 Change 4 Life indoor festival 
 

• 24th - 28th January - Year 8 exam week 
 

• 27th January - Year 10 Forest School Higher Education and Careers Fair 
 

• 28th January - Year 9 interim reports issued 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 

STORY BOX CLUB  
The children in story box club were incredibly excited 
this week to take their story boxes home. They worked 
extremely hard last term, sewing and making a scene 
with a box. I wonder if you can guess which story they 
have come from?... 

What Parents Need to Know About Fortnite Chapter 3 
 

First released in 2017, Fortnite has become one of the most 
popular games in the world. It currently has around 350 
million registered players. Developed by Epic Games, it began 
life exclusively as a ‘battle royale’ contest, where up to 100 
online player characters would fight – with weaponry 
including rifles, handguns and rocket launchers – to be the last one standing. Today, it features 
multiple modes with each offering something different (although some modes, such as ‘Save the 
World’, are only available on certain platforms). 

In the guide on the next page, you will find tips on a number of potential risks such as scams, in-app 
purchases and user-controlled content. 

SAFEGUARDING NEWS 
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