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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
Saint Nicholas pupils have been treading the boards this week, with no less than four Nativity
performances, three visits to West End theatre shows and a trip to the panto.
The Nativity plays for Year 1 and 2, Reception and Little Saints were beautiful, with the climax of all the
performances being the children singing 'Away in a Manger', lit by flickering candles. The pupils
performed so well, especially as most had never been on a stage, under lights, before. Thank you to all
the staff who helped prepare the children and to the parents who supported the children to learn their
lines and provided some of the costumes.
The Nativity is the story of the beginning of Christianity. The Angels, in speaking to the Shepherds and the
Wise Men, represent how the story of Jesus' birth began to spread. Stories are central to all faiths and
central to human evolution.
In order for humans to cooperate in bigger groups without falling out, we told each other stories that
bound us together and set out the values needed for peaceful coexistence. The oldest known story is the
Epic of Gilgamesh. Fragments of this Sumerian story were written in 2100BC. It involves a cruel king who,
through a series of adventures and misfortunes, learns to accept his mortality and become a kinder and
more selfless leader. Similarly, the children who watched the more modern tales of Cinderella and
Matilda in the theatre also learnt about the virtues of kindness compared to cruelty.
When we come together to share stories, we form bonds of shared values. Likewise, when children put
on their school uniform in the morning, sing Jerusalem in assembly, cheer on their team at house events,
or perform in a Nativity, they are sharing the values of Saint Nicholas School and becoming part of the
story that unites and binds us as a community.
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NATIVITY SUPERSTARS
What a wonderful Nativity performance from our Year 1 and 2 pupils on Wednesday! Well done to
everyone that worked so hard to create such a joyful show. Thanks must also go to all those that came
to watch and for contributing so generously to the collection after the performance. We raised over
£250 which will be donated to the mental health charity, Young Minds.
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ART INSTALLATION
There is a new art installation on display in the windows of Hillingdon House. Here is Finley in Year 9 to
explain more about it:
Report by Finley, Year 8
This term, Year 6 to Year 11 pupils have been working on
art inspired by African wax prints and Batik. We have
been learning about the history and culture of African
wax prints and artists that use the medium of Batik such
as Yinka Shonibare CBE. Yinka Shonibare was born in
London but grew up in Nigeria and his British-Nigerian
identity gives him inspiration for most of his work. This is
shown in his work, ‘The British Library’, at the Tate
Modern Gallery, which contains 6,000 books with the
names of 1st – 2nd generation immigrants to come to
England. These books are bound in African wax prints,
which is Yinka Shonibare’s signature style.
This fabric’s history shows the relationship between cultural appropriation, national identity and
colonialism. We have learned that the wax prints were taken by the Netherlands to be mass produced
in the 19th Century. These fabrics were an imitation of the Indonesian Batik dyeing process. We have
been learning how to do Batik, which is the process of adding wax to a fabric using Tjantings, in the
shape of our own design. Tjantings are copper pots that are on a wooden handle and, in order to add
wax to fabric, you must pour wax into the copper pot and pour the wax onto the fabric.
We all made our own designs and transferred this onto cotton using the Batik wax and Tjantings. As
with the African wax prints, we then created our own stories around the fabrics. However, the Batik
fabrics themselves stand as a non verbal piece of communication to everyone around them.
We hope you love them as much as we do.

More information about the artist, Yinka shonibare and his artwork, ‘the British Library’, can be found
at: https://thebritishlibraryinstallation.com/ and samples of African wax prints and their stories can
be found at: https://www.vlisco.com/world-of-vlisco/design/fabric-stories/.
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FOOD PREPARATION & NUTRITION
Pupils in Year 6 and 7 are currently making their yule logs in Food Preparation and Nutrition, with great
success. Take a look at some of the creations so far.

THIS WEEK IN PRE-SCHOOL
Christmas has definitely arrived in the Pre-School. The Kindess Elves have been visiting to check that
the children and adults alike are following the Golden Rules.
Children have been busy making magical reindeer food to sprinkle on Christmas Eve, creating paper
chains to decorate the room and enjoying plenty of Christmas related craft activities.
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SHAPING UP NICELY
This week Year 3 pupils have been investigating angles. The children had fun creating 2D and 3D
shapes out of spaghetti and marshmallows, and then identifying the angles using a right angle
monster! The children needed to identify whether their shape had angles greater than or less than a
right angle. Just look at those smiles!

DO YOU KNOW
ANYONE?

MUSIC EXAMS
There have been some notable Saint Nicholas
musical successes recently. Firstly, congratulations
to Emilia in Year 4, who has passed her Grade 2
violin this week. This is a fantastic achievement as
it comes hot on the heels of her Grade 1 exam
which she has also passed within the last year.

We are
currently
looking to
expand our
team of friendly
bus drivers. Do
you know
anyone that
would be
interested? The post is term time only and is 20
hours a week (6.30am—8.30am and 5pm—
7pm). A clean driving license is essential.

Congratulations also to Finn in Year 5 who has
recently passed his Grade 1 cello with a high merit
mark. He has been learning the cello for less than
a year, so this is another incredible achievement!

We are also seeking to appoint a full-time Estate
Worker to join Mr Jackson’s team. Please do
spread the word to anyone you think may be
interested.
The full details (and application form) for both
vacancies can be found at https://
www.saintnicholasschool.net/contact-us/staffvacancies/.
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MATHLETICS
Congratulations to Artur in Year 3 and
IIysha in Year 4 for both achieving
their gold Mathletics certificates this
week. Well done!

DATES FOR THE DIARY
Please see below useful dates for the rest of this term:
•

13th December - Reception and Key Stage 1 Christmas parties

•

14th December - School Christmas lunch

•

14th December - Year 11 mock GCSE grades issued

•

15th December - Christmas jumper day

•

15th December - Friends Christmas Fayre

•

15th December - End of term*

•

6th January - Back to school for all pupils

*Last day of term finishing times are as follows: Pre-school at 11.30am, Reception to Year 2 at 1pm,
Year 3 to 5 at 1.15pm and Year 6 to 10 at 1.30pm. School buses will depart at 1.45pm.

SAFEGUARDING NEWS
What Parents Need to Know About Age-Inappropriate
Content
‘Inappropriate’ means different things to different people.
What’s acceptable for one age group, for example, may be
unsuitable for a slightly younger audience. Online, young
people can chance upon inappropriate content in various
ways – from pop-up ads to TikTok videos. The increasingly
young age at which children become active in the digital world heightens the risk of them innocently
running into something that they find upsetting or frightening. Trusted adults need to be able to help
children be aware of what to do if they’re exposed to age-inappropriate content.
In the guide on the following page, you'll find tips on a number of potential risks such as social media,
gaming and adverts.
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SPORTS REPORT
RUGBY
Report by Joseph, Year 8
On Monday 6th December, the
Year 8 boys rugby team played
against Stewards and St Mark’s
schools in a mini tournament at
Harlow Rugby Club. The first
game against Stewards was a
great opener to the
tournament, with the score
ending in a Saint Nicholas win 6
-2. Some of the try scorers
included Ali and Hugo.
However, we still felt there
were improvements to be
made. Without a break, we
continued with the second
game against St Mark’s. It was
very tough with the score
ending 5-3 to St Mark’s. This game was a massive challenge for all of us. Tries were scored by myself,
Ali and Kit. Well done lads.

BASKETBALL
Report by Mr Brown
On Thursday 2nd December, the Year 7 boys began
the finals of the Harlow schools basketball
competition, which is played over two weeks and
includes only four qualifying schools.
This year the Saint Nicholas team have given
themselves the opportunity to finish well, but we do
need to convert pressure in the opponent's half into
baskets in order to win this tournament.
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FOOTBALL

Report by Margaux, Year 7
Last Thursday, the Year 6 and 7 girls played a football match at Passmores ground. We all played really
well although we sadly lost our first game 1-0. We were all playing out of position and consequently
got a bit mixed up, but Mrs Hopkins motivated us to carry on and we felt confident for our next game.
Our standard of play got better and better, winning our second game 5-0 which we were all so pleased
with. We were all very tired at this point but whilst our next opposing team was one of the most
challenging, we only lost 1-0. In spite of the tiredness, we gave an outstanding performance for our
team. We can’t wait for our future matches, as we had a great time as a team, irrespective of the
scores.
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