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fhgfdgdfgdg 2016           Friday 3rd December, 2021 

 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank parents, pupils, and staff on pulling together to help limit the 
transmission of Covid-19 in the school. Pupils in the senior school have been very good at wearing masks 
in the classrooms, maintaining good hand hygiene and complying with the numerous measures we have 
put in place to keep everybody safe. I am pleased to report that the number of cases has reduced greatly 
in the last couple of weeks. We must remain vigilant however, and current measures will remain in place 
at least until the end of term.   
 

Christmas has begun in earnest at Saint Nicholas, with our Christmas 
tree brightening the hall, Christmas decorations appearing across the 
site and a 7ft Father Christmas outside of my office that sings 
Christmas tunes loudly every time a pupil walks past it (thank you 
Mrs Mardel!). 
 

Of course Santa Claus has his origins in Saint Nicholas (SinterKlaus in 
Dutch which explains the name). The historical Saint Nicholas, after 
whom the school is named, was a Greek bishop who rescued three 
girls from poverty and enslavement by giving them each a dowry, 
secretly passing a sack of gold coins through their window, for three 
nights. This is represented on our school crest by the three coins in 
the three windows.  
 

The 1823 poem ‘Twas The Night Before Christmas’, by American 
Clement Clarke Moore, added to the image with reindeer, elves, 
stockings and a chubby Saint Nicholas with a white beard who could 
fly down chimneys. 
 

In England, personifications of Christmas survived from the 16th century. A bearded man who enjoyed his 
food and drink called either Captain Christmas, Old Christmas, or Lord Christmas, was eventually dubbed 
Father Christmas by Royalists during the Restoration. Eventually this image blended with the American 
Santa Claus until the two became one.  
 

Now, 1600 years after Saint Nicholas lived,  we still celebrate Santa Claus secretly bringing children gifts in 
a sack at night.   
 

I hope the children are looking forward to Christmas. Now that everyone at the North Pole is double 
vaccinated, the presents will be delivered on time as there is now no need to elf isolate. 

FROM THE HEADMASTER’S  DESK 
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HOUSE BAUBLE COMPETITION  
Last week, Senior House Captains had the very difficult task of selecting their winning Christmas House 
baubles. Congratulations to the following winners, who were able to put their winning designs on the 
Saint Nicholas Christmas Tree, a tradition which is now in its second year.  
 

Saint Francis  
Louis , Form 11N 
Ralph, Form 4CP 
 

Saint Albans 
Pippa, Form 6N 
Sebastian, Form 3TC  
 

Saint George 
Isabella, Form 8N 
Tallulah, Form 3D 
 

Saint Christopher  
Francis, Form 10S 
Austin, Form 5BM  
 

 
 
 

 

CHRISTMAS CARD COMPETITION 
Thank you to everyone 
that entered this 
year’s Christmas card 
competition. We are 
delighted to announce 
that 1st place has 
been awarded to 
Amelie in Year 7 (far 
left), 2nd place to Alex 
in Year 1 (middle)and 
3rd place to Oliver in 
Reception (far right). Well 
done! 
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CROSS COUNTRY  
 

The pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 have been outside in their PE lessons learning the course 
and rules for their cross country competition. Here are some photos taken in their recent lessons.  
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 CROSS COUNTRY  
 

Thursday 2nd December was a very cold 
sunny day and the Reception, Year 1 and 
Year 2 children took turns to put on house 
bibs and compete in this year’s cross 
country competition. It is the first  
inter-house sporting competition of the 
year for them and there was excitement in 
the air! Here they are in their teams prior 
to the races.  
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INFANT GYMNASTICS  
 

The children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 have very much been enjoying their gymnastics lessons 
this half term.   
 

The Reception gymnasts have been learning involved exploring and familiarisation of travelling, 
balancing, rolling, jumping and turning actions. They tried using a variety of bases on which to travel, 
balance and turn, and looked at jumping and rolling whilst changing their limb positions to create 
different body shapes. 
 

Meanwhile, Year 2 pupils have been revising the basic gymnastics actions to prepare for some partner 
work, using muscle tension to improve their form.  

 
 

HOUSE CROSS COUNTRY 
 

This year the Year 2 cross country cups were won by Otis and Nola after they completed five laps of 
the course.  
 

The races for Year 1 were won by Franco 
and Eloise after they completed four laps 
of the course. 
 

The Reception races were over three laps 
of the course and the winners were 
Harry and Willow.  
 

All three year groups ran really well and 
Mrs Fitch was very proud of their attitude 
and effort.  
 

Congratulations to the winners and indeed 
to all the pupils who ran to the best of their  
ability. Well done! 
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CHRISTMAS IS COMING 

 

BAKING CLUB  

Christmas has arrived in the pre-school and the children have been busy decorating the rooms and 
learning about the story of Christmas. There has been plenty of glitter and sparkle, and Christmas 
activities aplenty, including a game in which the children had to guess what mystery object was inside 
the wrapped present.  
 

Pupils have also been practising their Christmas songs in preparation for the Nativity on 9th 
December, which everyone is very excited about.  

 

Report by Charles, Year 8 
 

Baking club was very exiting this week. Club members made mint chocolate cookies, gingerbread men 
and star cookies. It was a great atmosphere and with a Christmas mood in the air, it was twice as much 
fun! Thank you to Miss Di Pasquale and Miss Wharfe for running the club. 
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Please see below useful dates for the rest of this term: 

 

• 8th December - Year 6, 7 and 8 theatre trips 
 

• 9th December - Reception and Pre-School Nativity performances 
 

• 10th December - Lower school pantomime trip 
 

• 10th December - Pre-school Christmas party 
 

• 10th December - Deadline to apply for Year 6 2022 admission (for 
external pupils only) 

 

• 10th December - Christmas party for local elderly residents 
 

• 13th December - Reception and Key Stage 1 Christmas parties 
 

• 14th December - School Christmas lunch 
 

• 14th December - Year 11 mock GCSE grades issued  
 

• 15th December - Christmas jumper day 
 

• 15th December - Friends Christmas Fayre 
 

• 15th December - End of term* 
 

*Last day of term finishing times are as follows: Pre-school at 11.30am, Reception to Year 2 at 1pm, 
Year 3 to 5 at 1.15pm and Year 6 to 10 at 1.30pm. School buses will depart at 1.45pm.  
 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 

MATHLETICS  
Congratulations to Hope, Max, Jack 
and Leo in Year 5, who have received 
gold certificates for all their hard 
work on Mathletics. Fabulous effort!  

 

CHRISTMAS  
INTER-HOUSE BINGO 

AND CHARADES  
Prepare to get 
festive and represent 
your House, as 
during form time on 
Wednesday 15th December all pupils will work in 
House teams to compete in a Christmas themed bingo 
game!  
 

Pupils in Years 3-11 will also get the 
opportunity to test out their acting skills 
by playing a game of Christmas 
charades.  
 

Everyone will get 2 housepoints for taking part, with 
the winning House team receiving 5 housepoints. 

Remember to stay safe over Christmas and to have 
fun! 
 

From your House Captains.  
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SWIMMING  
 

On Sunday 28th November, the swimming team, comprising Olivia, Theo, Jago, Alistair, Larna, Cooper 
and Lucy travelled to the London Aquatics Centre to represent East Anglia in this year’s ISA national 
finals. The individual results were as follows: Jago 1st and Olivia 3rd in their 200m individual medley 
races;  Jago 2nd in the 100m backstroke; Larna 3rd in the 100m freestyle; Alistair 4th in the 50m 
backstroke.  
 

The relay results were as follows: Olivia and Lucy 6th place in the medley and freestyle relays; Jago 4th 
in the medley relay and 3rd in the freestyle relay; Larna 4th in the medley relay; Alistair 3rd in the 
medley relay; Cooper 2nd in the freestyle relay; Theo 1st in the medley relay and 2nd in the freestyle 
relay.  
 

The event organisers commented on how Saint Nicholas School pupils in particular displayed 
exemplary conduct and swimming ability which was lovely to hear.  
 

Everyone competed to the best of their ability with many achieving personal best times. Overall, East 
Anglia finished in 4th place, and pupils thoroughly enjoyed taking part and competing for the region. 
We look forward to taking home many medals at next year’s national finals.  

 
 

SPORTS REPORT  
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FOOTBALL  
 

Report by George, Year 6 
 

Last Friday, Saint Nicholas School played Avon House in a football match. Avon House played well but 
Saint Nicholas dominated, with the score ending 6-0 to Saint Nicholas. George scored the first two 
goals and he added to this with two more goals later on. Jack then made it three with a spectacular 
finish and Reggie scored in the top right corner.  
 

 
 
 

FOOTBALL  
 

Report by Mr Tucker  
 

Girls football continues to 
impress as the senior season 
opener took place at Passmores 
on Thursday. 
 

Due to Year 11 mock exams, the 
Saint Nicholas team consisted of 
mainly Year 9 and 10 girls and 
one Year 8 player, versus mostly 
Year 11 pupils from Passmores, St 
Mark’s, and Stewards schools. 
And what a cracking evening of 
football it was! The girls were on 
the front foot in every single 
game and as usual, the standard  of tackling and fitness was amazing! 
 

In all games, the woodwork was struck a number of times, with possession mainly at the feet of the 
Saint Nicholas players. 
 

Out of three games played, Saint Nicholas drew two and lost one by a narrow 0-1 margin, against a 
strong Passmores side. The girls were a credit to the school and we look forward to our next fixture.  
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BASKETBALL  
 
Report by Theo, Year 7 
 

The Year 7 boys participated in the last 
friendly basketball tournament against 
St Mark’s, Stewards and Passmores. We 
played well together and both Saint 
Nicholas teams used excellent tactics, 
allowing a more attacking approach. We 
felt prepared for the competition. Saint 
Nicholas won four matches and drew 
two which was a big improvement from 
last week. Well done boys, we played 
excellently. 

BASKETBALL  
 

Report by Guy, Year 8 
 

The Year 8 basketball team took part in a tournament at St Mark’s. The whole team did very well, 
losing one, drawing one and winning two, including a game with a great comeback from 2-0 down to 
make it a 5-2 win.  
 

Overall, we played well, despite an unlucky game in which we had been close to winning but we 
couldn’t quite make our shots and conceded two in the final minutes to eventually tie the game at 2-2. 
Well done to everyone that played, we all did very well.  
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NETBALL  
 
Report by Scarlett, Year 6 
 

On Friday 26th November, our 
team played our first netball 
fixture of the season against 
Avon House.  
 

Our two shooters were Grace 
and Holly. We started the game 
both attacking and defending  
strongly. We all marked our 
opponents and didn’t give the 
ball away. Most of us changed 
positions throughout the game. 
 

We all tried our best and luckily 
we were in the lead throughout 
the match, with the final score 
being 8-7 to us. Player of the 
match was Holly. Well done. 
 

Thank you to Miss Crewe for 
being our umpire on the day and  
Mrs Sanders and Mrs Rule for 
training us each week at school. 
 

RUGBY 
 
Report by Harry, Year 7 
 

In the build-up to the Harlow rugby schools festivals, the Year 7 boys 
took on three schools under the floodlights at Harlow Rugby Club. 
Developing their awareness and gaining confidence throughout the 
rugby lessons at school, the Saint Nicholas team met two well-prepared 
teams. Losing out in both matches, the Year 7 boys developed their 
structure and tackling techniques, running in a number of tries late in 
both games to demonstrate this. All of the Year 7 boys will continue 
developing and be ready for festivals at the end of the rugby term.  
 
The rugby round robin was great fun, we play two matches and everyone 

tried their best. The games were really tough as we came against 

some skillful and fast pupils, learning throughout as a team and scoring 

tries after winning the ball.  Theo scored the majority of tries, Joe 

managed to burst through defences and improved his tackles, while 

George continued to be strong and led the line forward at every 

opportunity.   
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 NETBALL  
 
Report by Frankie, Year 6 
 
On Wednesday 1st December, the Year 5 and 6 netball teams, were invited to Heath Mount School’s 
triangular tournament. We had two teams competing against a number of other schools.  
 
Each game was five minutes long so everyone got to play every position. The A team players were 
Scarlett, Holly, Francesca, Grace, Alana, Ella and myself (Frankie).  
 
The A team won our first game 1-0 against St Edmunds B. We played really well, with Holly scoring the 
winning goal. Next, we played Heath Mount C, winning 3-0 with Scarlett scoring all our goals. For our 
third game we played against Heath Mount A who were really good and beat us 6-0. We won our final 
game 2-0 against Heath Mount B.  
 
The B team players were Nil-Su, Niamh, Olivia, Evie, Pippa, Brooke and Georgia and their scores were  
0-2 vs Heath Mount B,  0-1 vs Heath Mount C, 0-3 vs St Edmunds A, 1-1 vs St Edmunds.  
 
We all absolutely loved the afternoon and had lots of fun competing against some great teams.  
 
Well played everyone!  
 
 


