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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
Today pupils in Year 5 visited the Imperial War Museum at Duxford, learning about the two World Wars
and the role of the aircraft based there. The pupils were dressed in period costume, as evacuees, reflecting
upon the resilience of the children who faced such upheaval in their lives during the Second World War.
The volunteers at Duxford mentioned how polite and well behaved our children were. Well done Year 5
for representing the school so well. An added surprise for the pupils was seeing Tom Cruise flying a plane
around the airfield as part of the filming for Mission Impossible 7.
Meanwhile, Year 11 pupils have been revising in preparation for their mock examinations next week. It is
always an anxious period for pupils as it is the first time they will sit full examination papers for all of their
subjects and, in recent years, pupils have had to deal with the added uncertainty about whether
examinations will go ahead in a normal way. I have been very impressed by the resilience of our pupils in
Year 11 and pupils across the wider school who, like the evacuee children, have had to face disruption,
change and uncertainty in their lives over the last two years, yet our pupils remain energetic, joyful and
positive. I wish the Year 11s good luck in their forthcoming examinations. With a positive work ethic, high
aspirations and resilience, you will find that nothing is a mission impossible.
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SCHOOL CHRISTMAS
CARD COMPETITION
The hunt for the official Saint Nicholas School
Christmas card is well under way.
As per the poster to the right, any pupils
wishing to take part, should submit their
artwork by Monday 22nd November. Children
that are currently self isolating and are
therefore unable to submit their artwork in
person, are still able to enter by emailing a
picture of their design to Mrs Mulinder at
e.mulinder@saintnicholasschool.net.
The winning design will be the official school
Christmas card and will be sent to everyone
within the Saint Nicholas School community.
Enjoy getting creative!

BLOOD BROTHERS WORKSHOP
On Monday, the Year 10 and 11 drama pupils enjoyed a Blood Brothers workshop, led by a
professional actor. Here are some action shots.
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FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION
Year 7 pupils have been making their own pizzas this week with some delicious results. Mrs
Ridley-Warren was most impressed. Well done everyone!

STORY BOX CLUB
This week, the children in story box club have been designing the backgrounds for their boxes and
then carefully used their plans to draw an outline. Next week, the children will begin painting, before
adding in their puppets that have been sewn. They are very much looking forward to showing
everyone their completed boxes.
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ECO CLUB
This week the eco team members were learning how to trek for animal footprints. They used a
number of clues to find the pathways that animals make around the school grounds and used sand to
track the animal footprints.

YEAR 4 SCIENCE
Year 4 children have been learning about electricity and in particular, how to make complete circuits.
There was much problem solving and they enjoyed exploring how electricity impacts everyday life for
everyone.
Pupils then had to work out if the challenge cards displayed complete or incomplete circuits, by using
the electrical equipment.
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YEAR 1 COMPUTING
Year 1 pupils have been working hard to understand
how the keyboard works on a computer. They can all
now log in to their computers independently and
quickly, and have enjoyed writing sentences about
superheroes. In particular, they are working hard to
memorise the most commonly used keys such as the
space key, enter and delete. Great work!

YEAR 2 MATHS

ALUMNI NEWS

The Year 2N maths group have been studying
measurement this week. They have used their
knowledge of centimetres and metres to measure
the length of the lower school playground, with
results ranging from 24m to 27m (so they may need
a little more practice on measuring accurately!). The
children made a great start though!

This week we were excited to hear some
news from one of our ex pupils, Tom
Solomon.
Tom is a very successful West End and
Broadway actor and recording artist, and will
be releasing his next musicals album,
entitled, ‘Musicals Vol. 1’ on 10th December,
following the success of his previous album
which made it to number 1 on the iTunes
Classical Chart.
Tom took the decision to record this album
whilst in lockdown and we wish him all the
best with the album launch!
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YEAR 2 CASTLES
In Year 2 this week, the children have begun constructing their castles, using cereal boxes and kitchen
roll tubes. They carefully followed the instructions of measuring, drawing and cutting and have made
an excellent start!

THIS WEEK IN PRE-SCHOOL
This week, the Little Saints took part in World Nursery Rhyme Week by focussing on a different
nursery rhyme each day.
They kicked off the week with ‘Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes’, and particularly enjoyed drawing
around each other and labelling their body parts. On Tuesday, they made their own spiderwebs, using
spaghetti for the ‘Incy Wincy Spider’ rhyme and on Wednesday, they sang ‘Wind the Bobbin Up’ and
used their fine motor skills to wind thread. On Thursday, they washed socks whilst singing ‘Down in
the Jungle’, before Sleeping Bunnies became the rhyme of the day on Friday. The children have had a
lot of fun acting out the sleeping bunnies as well as hopping around the pre-school. What an
incredibly fun week!
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DATES FOR THE DIARY
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the next few weeks:
•

22nd November - 3rd December - Year 11 mock exams

•

25th November - Year 4 Thanksgiving enrichment day

•

26th November - Year 6-8 interim reports issued

•

29th November - 3rd December - Year 1-5 assessment week

•

2nd December - Lower school Christmas gift sale

•

3rd December - Deadline to apply for Year 7 2022 admission (for external pupils only)

•

8th December - Year 6,7 and 8 theatre trips

•

9th December - Reception Nativity performances

•

10th December - Lower school pantomime trip

•

10th December - Pre-school Christmas party

•

10th December - Deadline to apply for Year 6 2022 admission (for external pupils only)

•

10th December - Christmas party for local elderly residents

SAFEGUARDING NEWS
WHAT PARENTS
NEED TO KNOW
ABOUT NETFLIX

THE 2 JOHNS
On Wednesday, pupils from Year 1 to Year 11,
attended an e-safety workshop with ‘The 2
Johns’. Each session was topical and engaging,
and we hope the children found it as useful as
the adults did.

A free online
safety guide on
Netflix.
Netflix is a subscription-based streaming service that
allows users to watch TV shows and movies on any
internet-enabled device that supports the software,
such as smart TVs, phones and tablets. The
pandemic saw a surge in children consuming
on-demand content as many families relaxed their
screen-time rules.
Netflix’s diverse range of programming caters for all
age groups – so it’s important for parents to
recognise the potential risks of children using the
service and the measures to help their child enjoy a
safe streaming experience.
In the guide (featured on the next page), you'll find
tips on a number of potential risks such as screen
addiction, inappropriate content and hacking
attempts.
We hope you find it useful.
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Further information
about keeping children
safe online can be found
on The 2 Johns’ website
- https://
esafetytraining.org/
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SPORTS REPORT
FOOTBALL
Report by Margaux, Year 7
On 11th November, Year 6 and Year 7
girls competed in the Harlow schools
football tournament at Passmores.
In our first game of the year, we
confidently won 2-0, with a great
defense and effective running with the
ball. We then played the hosts who
were the most challenging team in the
competition and we sadly lost 2-0 but
bounced straight back by winning 3-0 in
our last fixture this week.
Everyone played very well, particularly
as it was our first game for some time.
There were goals from Holly (Year 7),
Holly (Year 6), myself and Clementine
(Year 7), who also assisted in each goal superbly throughout the evening.
We are all looking forward to the next round of weekly fixtures.
FOOTBALL
Report by Rhys, Year 6
On Friday, the Saint Nicholas Year 6
football team participated in the finals of
a tournament they had previously
completed.
Our first game was against Pear Tree
Mead. The boys fought well and
eventually George scored our first goal
of the tournament, winning us the game,
1-0. Our next game was against
Freshwater, our newly found rivals. The
game went well, with Zac pulling off
some great saves and Jack almost
securing us the win. Unfortunately, Freshwater then went on to beat Pear Tree Mead 2-0 which meant
we got eliminated down to the shield competition.
After this, we played Pemberley. It was a really tough game and they played great football. Archie and I
worked really hard in the middle, Ben and Harry made some outstanding tackles and Zac held the
game in his fingertips. Unfortunately, we eventually lost the game 1-0. In our next game we played
Little Parndon and we played some great football, with George scoring a lovely goal, winning us the
game 1-0. Overall, we came 4th out of 37 teams.
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