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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
Yesterday evening, I was watching the skies for the Northern Lights, a very rare event in the south of
England. The Vikings believed that the Aurora Borealis was the flashing shields of the Valkyries, female
warriors who died in battle. In early Chinese myth, the Northern Lights represented a battle between good
and evil dragons. In Sweden, people believed the lights were a divine gift, a volcano bringing warmth and
light. Light and dark are commonly associated in many cultures with battles between good and evil,
knowledge and ignorance. This week Hindus around the world have been celebrating Diwali. The festival
celebrates the victory of light over darkness. Year 1 recently learnt all about how Rama rescued Sita from
the evil Ravana as part of their study of Diwali. Today, the pupils will enjoy a Diwali themed lunch, with a
wonderful menu inspired by the festival and Indian cuisine.
Unfortunately, my quest to see the Northern Lights ended in disappointment but I hope to make up for it
this evening where we will light up the darkness at our own Saint Nicholas School Fireworks Evening. I look
forward to seeing many of you there.
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BAKING CLUB
Report by Alistair, Year 8
Baking Club with Miss Di Pasquale and Miss Wharfe began this Wednesday and it was definitely an
interesting first week. We were cooking cookie smores. We started by making the mixture, until we
realised that we had all forgotten to bring eggs, so Miss Wharfe had to quickly pop to the shop!
After we had put the eggs in, they went straight in the oven. Despite some cooking better than others,
after fifteen minutes they still weren’t quite cooked, so we left them to harden a bit. Everyone had
tried their best and we all had some yummy cookie dough to eat!

EYFS INFORMATION MEETING
We would like to remind everyone that we are holding an
EYFS information meeting at 4.30pm on Monday 8th
November, for parents of children who will join Reception in
September 2022 and 2023. The meeting, which will
commence in the coffee shop, will include a short
presentation focussing on the provision in Reception at Saint
Nicholas School, followed by a tour of the EYFS department.
This event is for parents to gather information, and on this
occasion we would prefer children not to attend, but
appreciate childcare may be an issue and in that case they are welcome. Please phone or email Julie
Bradley on admissions@saintnicholasschool.net if you would like to attend. The meeting is open to all
parents who are currently considering their child’s primary education so please do extend the
invitation to friends and family.
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ISA REGIONAL ART COMPETITION RESULTS
The results of the ISA Eastern Regional Art Competition are in, and Saint Nicholas has enjoyed another
very successful year, with four 1st places, eight 2nd places and five Highly Commended awards.
Congratulations to all of the entrants and best of luck to our four winners (pictured below) who will now
progress to the national finals.
The full results are as follows:
1st place
Jack (Year 9), Anisa (last year’s Year 11), Nixie (Year 4), Matilda (Year 3)
2nd place
Amelia (Year 2), Bethany (Year 8), Tia (Year 5), April (Year 2), Max (Year 5), Erin (last year’s Year
11) and two group pieces from Key Stage 2.
Highly Commended
James (Year 5), Charlotte (last year’s Year 11), Matilda (Year 3), Max (Year 5) and a group EYFS piece.

A Costume for a Greek Goddess by Nixie, Year 4

Saint Nicholas by Jack, Year 9

Pencil Portrait by Anisa, last year’s Year 11

Magical Mermaid by Matilda, Year 3
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FUN WITH PHONICS
Reception pupils have been having fun with phonics this week. Form RB enjoyed improving their fine
motor skills by sticking cheerios on an octopus to represented its suckers. This was for their phonic
activity relating to the ‘o’ sound.
Meanwhile, Form RSP had a classroom full of cats as the children focused on the ‘c’ sound.

THIS WEEK IN LITTLE SAINTS PRE-SCHOOL
This week, the Little Saints have been exploring autumn resources including pumpkins, conkers, leaves
and pine cones. One of our group activities involved the children rolling a dice, counting the spots and
then selecting the correct number of pumpkin seeds to add to their flower pots. They were all fantastic
at this activity and waited for their turn beautifully.
They have also enjoyed sharing their half term photographs with each other and having conversations
about their adventures.
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YEAR 2 MATHS
Year 2 pupils have been investigating 2D shapes this week. They have been using ten rods to see how
many 2D shapes they can make. Questions such as, ‘can you make a circle?’, ‘can you make a 2D shape
with only 2 rods?’ or ‘how many different quadrilaterals can you make?’ have all been investigated.
Excellent work Year 2!

YEAR 2 ENGLISH
Form 2N pupils have been looking at imperative verbs in English. They have used their understanding
to follow instructions and create binoculars.
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YEAR 6 FOOD PREPARATION
This week in their food preparation class, Year 6 pupils have been successfully making bread. Here are
a few photos of their bakes.

SAFEGUARDING NEWS
From today we will be sharing a weekly parent guide
focussing around online safety, which we hope you will find
useful. This week’s focus is ‘Snap Chat’.
WHAT PARENTS NEED TO KNOW ABOUT SNAP CHAT
A free online safety guide on Snapchat.
Snapchat is a photo and video sharing app through which users can chat with friends via text or audio.
Images and videos can be shared with specific friends, or as a ‘story’ (documenting the previous 24
hours) that is visible to a person’s entire friend list. Snapchat usage rose during the lockdowns, with
many young people utilising it to stay connected with their peers. The app continues to develop
features to engage an even larger audience and emulate current trends, rivalling platforms such as
TikTok and Instagram.
In the guide (featured on the next page), you'll find tips on a number of potential risks such as sexting,
visible location and strangers.
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TERM DATES
The term dates have now been agreed until Summer 2023 and are listed below for your reference:
Autumn Term 2021
Term ends – Wednesday 15th December*
Spring Term 2022
Start of term – Thursday 6th January
Half Term – Saturday 12th to Sunday 20th February inclusive
Term ends – Friday 1st April*
Summer Term 2022
Start of term – Thursday 21st April
Bank Holiday – Monday 2nd May
Half Term – Saturday 28th May to Sunday 5th June
Term ends – Friday 8th July*
Autumn Term 2022
Start of term – Monday 5th September
Half Term – Saturday 15th October to Sunday 30th October inclusive
Term ends – Thursday 15th December*
Spring Term 2023
Start of term – Thursday 5th January
Half Term – Saturday 11th to Sunday 19th February inclusive
Term ends – Friday 31st March*
Summer Term 2023
Start of term – Thursday 20th April
Bank Holiday – Monday 1st May
Half Term – Saturday 27th May to Sunday 4th June inclusive
Term ends – Thursday 6th July*
*On the final day of term
Pre-school ends at 11.30am; Reception-Year 2 at 1.00pm; Year 3-5 at 1.15pm; Year 6-11 at 1.30pm
School buses depart at 1.45pm

MATHLETICS

UNIFORM SALE

Congratulations to
Matilda in Year 3 who has
achieved her gold
Mathletics certificate this
week.

There will be a second
hand uniform sale
taking place in the car
park outside the arena,
on Wednesday 10th
November from 8.15am until 9am.
Any uniform donations should be placed in the
box situated outside the school office.
Many thanks.
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ECO CLUB
This week eco club welcomed its new team members. The children put their head torches on and
explored the school grounds, looking for different animal habitats. They spotted a badger trail, fox and
rabbit holes and even a saw a field mouse and a small owl flying in the sunset.

DATES FOR THE DIARY
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the next few weeks:
•

5th November - Fireworks night

•

8th November - EYFS information meeting (4.30pm)

•

9th November - Individual school photographs

•

10th November - Year 2 to Colchester Castle

•

11th November - Year 10 parents evening

•

12th November - Year 9 interim reports issued

•

12th November - GCSE Latin pupils to Colchester Castle Museum

•

15th - 19th November - Anti-bullying week

•

15th November - Odd Sock Day

•

15th November - Year 10 and 11 Blood Brothers workshop for GCSE drama pupils

•

17th November - e-safety presentations and workshops

•

18th November - Year 5 to Duxford museum

•

19th November - Children In Need Wear Something Spotty Day

•

22nd November - 3rd December - Year 11 mock exams

•

29th November - 3rd December - Year 1-5 assessment week
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SPORTS REPORT
NETBALL
Report by Tiffany, Year 9
On Tuesday, the Year 9 girls played in a netball
match against Stewards. All the girls played really
well and in the end, we tied with a score of
11-11, with Tallulah being awarded player of the
match.
The next day, on 3rd November, Year 9 girls
played again against Passmores. Once again
everyone played really well, with some great
passes and interception. We won the match and
Desiree was awarded player of the match.

NETBALL
Report by Ella, Year 11
On November 2nd the Year 10 and 11
netball team played a match against
Stewards Academy. We played really well
with some excellent teamwork which
resulted in a really close match. The first
goal was scored by Olivia, followed by a
second by Ella and another two by Ellie.
The final score was 5-4 to Stewards.

On Wednesday 3rd November, the Year
10 and 11 team played against Passmores.
In this match we took on board our tips
from the day before and used them to win
the match 10-1 with goals from our GA
Ellie and our GS Olivia. Well done to
Desiree who was our player of the match
in both of these matches.
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NETBALL

Report by Grace, Year 7
On Tuesday 2nd November, the Year 7 netball team played against Stewards Academy. All the girls
played very well and gave it their best effort. There were various goals scored throughout the match
but Saint Nicholas took an early lead and were able to maintain momentum until the end of the game.
The final score was 11-4. Clemmie was amazing at getting into space and Fleur was incredible at
catching the ball. Despite having tough players to mark, Eve and Grace’s hard work paid off and all the
girls did so well - they should be proud of themselves. From all of us we would like to say
congratulations to Clemmie for winning player of the match, voted by the opposition team. Well done
girls!
Report by Amelie, Year 7

On Wednesday 3rd November, we played against Passmores. It was a tough match from the start and
the opposition really pushed both our defense and our attacking players. However, we played well as a
team and had some great overhead passes and interceptions.
It was our first match playing in the rain which was a great experience for us and we learnt how to
adapt our play to the conditions.
The final score was 6-6 and player of the match was awarded to me.
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