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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
Saint Nicholas is a through school and parents who
choose to send their children here in Reception can
neatly avoid having to make any further decisions
about their child’s education until Year 11. This
week, our new reception parents met in the coffee
shop to have a chat, share experiences, and feel part
of our community at Saint Nicholas. Members of
staff were there to welcome everyone and, over
delicious coffee and biscuits, learn how the pupils
have been settling in. These moments are so
important. By developing good relationships
between parents and staff and strong bonds between parents, pupils are able to thrive and achieve in a
happy, friendly, and secure environment.
All too quickly, the children grow up until they finally reach the point where, once again, parents have to
think about a new school. Yesterday, our Year 11 parents joined us for a Further Education evening
where guest speakers from our neighbouring colleges and sixth forms talked to pupils about the different
options available to them as they leave Saint Nicholas to embark on the next steps in their education. It
was also wonderful to see several ex pupils return to give their advice and support to our current pupils.
Again, staff were also on hand to guide parents and pupils through these decisions and it was interesting
to note, as parents chatted over coffee during the break, how the relationships between parents, pupils
and staff continues to remain extremely important… and to note that teachers and parents will always
turn up if there is free coffee and biscuits.

HALLOWEEN DISCO
The Friends Halloween Disco will be taking place on Wednesday
13th October at 3.30pm - 4.30pm for Reception to Year 2, and
5pm - 6pm for Year 3 to Year 5.
Pupils are invited to dress up for the occasion and to join the
spooktacular dancing fun.
Tickets are £7 each and include snacks, drinks and a goodie bag
to take home. There will also be a stall selling novelty items
which will be priced from 50p to £3.50.
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EYFS OPEN MORNING
It was a pleasure to welcome so many prospective families to our first
Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) open morning last Friday. The
event was for parents and children who will be joining us in Reception
from September 2022 onwards and everybody enjoyed the Ark Farm
animals, sensory and sporty sessions and the interactive storytelling.

Following on from the event, we will be holding an EYFS
information meeting at 4.30pm Monday 8th November, for
parents of children who will join Reception in September
2022 and 2023. The meeting, which will take place in the
EYFS area, will include a short presentation focussing on the
provision in Reception at Saint Nicholas School, followed by
a tour of the EYFS department.
At Saint Nicholas, our EYFS team creates a fun and enabling
environment and we would welcome the opportunity to
demonstrate the learning opportunities and benefits of a Saint
Nicholas education. This event is for parents to gather
information, but children are welcome to attend. Please phone
or email Julie Bradley on admissions@saintnicholasschool.net
if you would like to attend. The meeting is open to all parents
who are currently considering their child’s primary education
so please do extend the invitation to friends and family.

LOWER SCHOOL PUPILS MEET ARK FARM
After our EYFS open morning visitors had spent time with our furry friends, it was the turn of the lower
school pupils to meet the animals of Ark Farm. There were pygmy goats, sheep, ducks, a donkey,
chickens, a miniature pig and of course the friendly farm dog who also was a particular favourite with
the children. Here are some of our Year 1 pupils enjoying their time meeting the animals.
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THE MAGIC BED
In English this week, Year 1 pupils have been reading the story of ‘The Magic Bed’. On Monday, they
had lots of fun acting it out and very much enjoyed getting into the different characters, which helped
them to remember the story.

AUTUMN WALK
Forms RB and RSP had a wonderful autumnal
walk around the school this week, during which
they saw lots of different signs of autumn,
including a squirrel collecting his nuts, acorns,
conkers and lots of colourful fallen leaves.
Afterwards, the children had fun creating some
wonderful autumn inspired artwork.
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YEAR 11 GEOGRAPHY FIELD TRIP
Report by Zen, Year 11
Last Thursday, the Year 11 geography pupils went on a field trip to Epping forest to visit a tributary of
the River Thames called the Loughton River. The day started with us being greeted by our tour guide,
Beth. She was very helpful and answered all of our questions throughout the day. Beth also showed us
around our classroom which had an axolotl at the back of the class. After having been given wellies,
we began our 8km walk in the forest.
The first task of the day was to talk about which river features we were likely to see and which ones
we were already familiar with. We each filled out a sheet on a clipboard which we will later use for
revision. The main part of the day was when we all stood in the river and measured the velocity, depth
and width of the water. In groups, we selected ten different stones from the river and wrote down a
rating of the sphericity as well as measuring them.
The trip was all going really well until I realised that one of my wellies had a whole in the bottom; this
was particularly annoying as I was standing in a river at the time! Thankfully, having a wet foot for the
rest of the day didn’t ruin the trip and we all had a really good time. It was great to get out of the
classroom for the day. Thank you very much to Mrs Rule for taking us out on a memorable trip.

NEW ARRIVALS
There’s been a baby boom at
Saint Nicholas this week with
the happy arrival of three
new additions.
From left to right, Felicity
Blythe Oakley was born on
28th September, weighing in
at 8lbs 7ozs, baby girl Cotton
(name tbc) arrived on 29th
September weighing 6lb 7oz,
and William David Keith
Brown arrived on 30th September, weighing 7lbs 14ozs.
Huge congratulations to Mrs Oakley, Mrs Cotton and Mr Brown and their partners from all at Saint
Nicholas. We hope you are all enjoying your new bundles of joy.
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WORLD SMILE DAY
Last Friday was World Smile Day, and
to celebrate, the pre-school children
enjoyed exercising their fine motor
skills by cleaning a tuff tray full of
teeth to make gleaming white
smiles!
What fantastic practise for cleaning
their own pearly whites!

BLACK HISTORY MONTH - PROUD TO BE
This week's Black History inspiration is dedicated to the young men who have demonstrated resilience
in the face of adversity, and stood for what they believe in to fight against discrimination and
disadvantage in society.
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MACMILLAN CAKE SALE
Thank you to all the pupils that baked, brought in and purchased cakes for our charity cake sale in aid
of Macmillan, and well done to the Year 11 pupils for organising such a fantastic event. The standard
of baking was exceptionally high. Here are a few of the delicious treats that were on sale. We will
reveal the total raised in next week’s newsletter.
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LITTLE PRINCESS TRUST

MATHLETICS
Congratulations to Kaila in Year 3 who
has achieved her gold Mathletics
certificate this week. Great work Kaila!

After hearing how one of the older boys
grew his hair and donated it to the charity
The Little Princess Trust, Jessica in Year 2
was inspired to do the same
and for the last two and a half
years she has been growing
her lovely locks, ready to get it
cut next month and donate
them to the charity.
Jessica is collecting
sponsorship money for her
efforts and anyone wishing
to sponsor her should contact
Jessica’s mum, Mrs James. Well done Jessica, what an
amazing thing to do for a great cause. We’re proud of
you.

YEAR 2 ART DAY
Last Friday was art day in Year 2 and the
children enjoyed sharing with the class which
artist they had dressed up as.
Here is Form 2N in their wonderful costumes
which included Frida Kahlo, Vincent Van Gogh,
Bob Ross, Yayoi Kusama, Banksy and many
more!

DATES FOR THE DIARY
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the next few weeks:
•
9th October - Whole school open morning
•

11th October - Lower school Harvest Festival

•

13th October - Friends Halloween Disco

•

14th October - Year 11 parents evening

•

14th October - Year 5 Polar Explorer enrichment day

•

15th October - Year 10 interim reports issued

•

15th October - Year 3 Ancient Greece enrichment day

•

18th - 29th October (inclusive) - Half term
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SPORTS REPORT
SKIING
Report by John, Year 11
On 4th October Vincent and I were fortunate to be
given the opportunity to go to The Ski Centre in
Hemel Hempstead to represent the school in the
ISA skiing championships. It was a great pleasure to
do this and I can gladly say that Vincent and I really
enjoyed it.
We arrived at the centre around ten past two and
went in to collect our bibs. I was race number 220
and Vincent was 211 and as we looked at the
competition, it’s safe to say some nerves kicked in.
In spite of this, we agreed to just go in and have a
good time. We got upstairs and changed into our
ski clothes before collecting our skis, boots and
poles. Once everybody was ready, we were
allowed to go onto the slopes and begin to
practise. Everyone was very good and we both
knew it was going to be a challenge.
Practice was going very well for both
of us but unfortunately for Vincent his
pride was about to be lost as he fell
over head first into the snow.
However, he did not let this affect
him.
Once everyone had had about seven
practice runs we all had a chance to
inspect the course and discover
anything that could affect us. In all
honesty, I don’t think either Vincent or I knew what we were looking
for! Soon it was race time and we lined up in race order. Vincent was
off first and he had a very good first run, completing it in 17.09
seconds. My first run also went well and I completed it in 20.1
seconds. Vincent and I were both very pleased with ourselves and
were filled with confidence for our second run. I went first the
second time and completed it in 18.9 seconds and was very pleased
with that, however the true glory came on Vincent’s second run
which he completed in 16.3 seconds placing him second in the ISA
under eighteen boys bracket. In doing so, he did the school proud,
so very well done to him and I was glad to be there to witness it. All
in all, the day could not have been any better - we had an absolutely
amazing time and it was an absolute pleasure to represent the
school. It’s safe to say that Vincent and I would love to do something
like this again.
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TRIATHLON

Report by Alana, Year 6
On Friday 1st October, my friends and I took
part in our first triathlon. Participating were
Ella, Holly, Scarlett, Harry, Archie, Oliver J,
George P and me, Alana.
We got the coach from school and joined
the other thirty schools taking part. After
we unloaded our bags and chose our bikes,
we were given a coloured sticker to put on
our helmets. This was the same colour as was on our bike.
We were then taken over to the swimming pool and they
put our number on our right arm and left leg before
explaining the rules and lining us up in our order. We had to
swim six laps of the pool before quickly putting on our
helmets and getting onto our bikes to ride around a field. We
put our bikes back into place, took our helmets off and
started the run. We ran around a field and for the last bit we
ran as fast as we could.

LONDON MARATHON
Report by Larna, Year 11
On Sunday 3rd October, I had the opportunity to compete in the
London Mini Marathon, representing Redbridge Borough. It was my
first experience of racing in the Mini Marathon and I loved being able
to race on the last 2.7km of the London Marathon route that 40,000
people were running the same day. I completed the race in a time of
9 minutes 23 seconds and loved the experience. I really enjoyed
racing again after the Covid pandemic and it was an amazing
atmosphere. I was the first U17 girl for Redbridge and positioned 12th
overall in the U17 girl in London category, out of a total of 160 girls.

We would also like to say a big well done to Mrs Sanders who completed the London
Marathon on Sunday. What a fantastic achievement!
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SPURS MATCH

On Thursday 30th September, thirty-five Saint Nicholas pupils, parents
and staff were fortunate enough to attend a European club fixture at
White Hart Lane, featuring Tottenham Hotspur vs Mura FC, thanks to
some complimentary tickets sourced by Mr Tucker.
As you can see from the pictures, a great night was had by all and the
score line wasn’t bad either - 5-1 to Spurs and a hat-trick from Harry
Kane.

FOOTBALL
Report by Theo, Year 7
Tuesday 28th September saw another
Year 6/7 Harlow football tournament at
Passmores Academy against Saint Marks,
Stewards and Mark Hall.

We had four games altogether and
achieved another great team result with
three wins and a draw. In the first game
against Saint Marks we won 3-1, with
goals from Billy and George. In game two
against Stewards we won 2-0, with goals
from Billy and I, and a great clean sheet
from Joe, Charlie and Harry. Next up was
a match against Passmores which we won 1-0 with another goal from George, and in the final game
against Saint Marks again we drew 0-0 as I think everyone was a bit tired by the end.
10

NETBALL

Report by Annabel, Year 7
This match against Burnt Mill took place on Wednesday 6th
October and we had another great game! Our Year 7 team
all worked together and from the start we gained possession
of the ball and stayed strong throughout the match.
Eve was great at getting into space and passing the ball to
our team mates and Fleur was also excellent at catching the
ball from difficult angles and chasing it when loose. Grace
and Annabel defended the goal when really high or low and
received it confidently. Clemmie and India achieved some
fantastic goals as they spaced out and shot successfully.
Amelie and Julia executed some brilliant passes, making sure
the defenders couldn’t get the ball, and our subs did a great
job supporting the team whilst the match continued. Jessica
and Darcey worked hard to link the game between defence
and attack.
In the end, we successfully won 7-3 and congratulations
must go to Clemmie for being chosen as player of the match by the other team.

NETBALL
Report by Lois, Year 11
On Wednesday, the Year 10 and 11 girls played a
netball match against Burnt Mill. The girls played
very well and put up a good fight, working very
well as a team and playing to the best of their
ability.
Congratulations to Desiree who was awarded
player of the match and well done to the rest of
the team.
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FOOTBALL

Report by Vince, Year 11
On 30th September, Year 11 and 10 Saint Nicholas school boys faced Stewards School at home. We
had a strong warm up and we were looking sharp. The game started at 4pm shortly after Stewards’
arrival. We were game prepared and ready to get the game. We started strongly but unfortunately
made an early error at the back, causing us to go one goal down. With no time to lose, we battled
through the first half having some really good chances but we weren’t quite clinical enough in the last
third. The second half began and we pressured them from the start, giving them no space or time to
react. We managed to win the ball back in their half and scored a well deserved deflection. As the half
went on we didn’t slow down, carrying on with the same intense pressure. As the last minutes
approached, Stewards won the ball in our half and from long range they scored, leaving Saint Nicholas
boys with a undeserved defeat. Personally, I think the boys played and fought hard.
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