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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
This week, I was delighted to hear from one of our ex pupils, Charlie Richards, who has just graduated
with a Master of Philosophy Degree from Oxford University, a tremendous achievement. At Saint
Nicholas, Charlie was clearly gifted. In 2013, Charlie reached the Youth Speaks District Final, alongside
Imogen Wade, and Buck Braithwaite, delivering an incredibly complex speech on Oswald Spengler’s 1918
-1923 work ‘Decline of The West’...when they were only 14! I was incredibly proud of their performance
and Charlie was named ‘best speaker’. Charlie is currently living in Oxford, with his fiancée, Valentina,
and studying for his Doctorate in Political Theory, and I wish him all the best in his future studies.

Imogen, Charlie and Buck at Youth Speaks in 2013.

HELLO YELLOW
On Friday 8th October we will be joining forces to raise money for
Young Minds, to support young people’s mental health. Pupils are
invited to wear a yellow accessory (in addition to their school
uniform) such as a tie, ribbon, socks or hat and donate £2 to the
cause. As a result of a particularly challenging 18 months, as a school we want to do everything we can
to support young people. Hello Yellow may seem like a small gesture but it is a chance for us to stand
together and show our solidarity in the face of mental health and wellbeing. Pupils are encouraged to
bring £2 to school on the day to hand to their form teacher.
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UN, DEUX, TROIS, C’EST PARTI!
Key Stage 1 children enjoyed practising French numbers through games and songs during their
lessons last week. Bravo, les enfants. On compte sur vous !

THIS WEEK IN PRE-SCHOOL
Pre-school’s topic of the week has been
Marvellous Me, and the children
painted their beautiful reflections on a
foil ‘mirror’ that was set up on the
tough tray. The Little Saints Hair salon
has been very popular this week,
encouraging sharing, turn taking and
communication skills and the children
have also enjoyed exploring the new
climbing equipment in the muddy area.

YEAR 5 ENGLISH
Year 5 children have been studying the text Beowulf and this week, Miss Cook got into character by
playing the heroic Beowulf and the terrible Grendel. Here are the pupils of Form 5P interviewing her to
bring the text to life. Great fun was had by all.
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH
Throughout the month of October, Saint Nicholas will be
focusing on Black History as part of our endeavour to develop a
more culturally diverse and educated student body. This week, form
captains in the middle and upper school delivered an informative
assembly on the roots of Black History Month. Throughout October,
the newsletter will feature interesting stories about individuals who
have made or are making their mark in history.
Carter Woodson
In 1926, Carter Woodson - who was the son of two black slaves - realised
that the history of black people in both America and other countries was
being ignored or misrepresented, so he began what he called ‘Negro History
Week’. At the time, the word ‘negro’ wasn’t thought to be an offensive
word, meaning ‘black’ in Spanish, but since the 1960s, it has fallen out of
common use and many people objected to the word because of its
associations with the slave trade, and with terms of abuse.
However, Carter Woodson’s original idea lives on in ‘Black History Month’
which has been celebrated across the USA since 1976.
The original goal was to educate everyone about the cultures and achievements of people of African
and Caribbean descent. Carter Woodson always hoped that eventually it wouldn’t be necessary to
have a special week or month dedicated to black history because we would be celebrating black
people’s history all the time, just as we celebrate the history of white people.
However, in 1987, two men who worked for Greater London Council, called Akyaaba Addai Sebbo and
Ken Livingstone, became angry that the diversity in London and across Britain wasn’t fully recognised.
They pointed out that the history of black people was all too frequently ignored or forgotten. Sixty
years after Carter Woodson’s ‘Negro History Week’ began, there was still a need to raise awareness of
black people’s contribution to society, even in a city as multicultural as London. Ken Livingstone - who
later became London Mayor - said at the time: “In order to enrich the cultural diversity of the Greater
London area, it is imperative that Londoners know more about African influences on medieval and
Renaissance European music so that accepted ideas about European music is changed. Despite the
significant role that Africa and its diaspora have played in the world civilization since the beginning of
time, Africa’s contribution has been omitted or distorted in most history books.”
Black History Month has been celebrated in the UK every October since 1987. Across the country,
thousands of events are organised to educate people about black culture and the achievements of
black people in art, science, business, sport and in all spheres of human life. Some of these people
include Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Dame Shirley Bassey, Barack Obama and Oprah Winfrey.

FRIENDS HALLOWEEN DISCO
The Friends Halloween Disco will be taking place on Wednesday
13th October at the following times:
3.30pm - 4.30pm for Reception to Year 2
5pm - 6pm for Year 3 to Year 5
Look out for a leaflet that is being sent home with children today with more details of this
spooktacular event!
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NEW LUNCH MENUS
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HARVEST FESTIVAL ARTWORK
Year 2 pupils have been working hard, learning about harvest and making their Harvest Festival
artwork. They are looking forward to sharing their completed pieces at the Harvest Festival very soon.

MACMILLAN COFFEE
Our Macmillan coffee morning and bake sale is taking place next
Wednesday (7th October) in the arena. Pupils are asked to leave
cakes in labelled tins in the arena from 8.15 am on Wednesday
morning, and we would like to remind bakers that they should be nut
free.
The themes for the baking competition are fireworks night and Halloween.
Please ensure that children have money if they would
5 like to donate or buy some cakes on the day.

YEAR 4 SCIENCE
This week, Year 4 pupils enjoyed a science lesson in the eco
garden, where they worked in pairs to find, identify and name
invertebrates using their science key worksheet. They carefully
captured an invertebrate specimen to draw and label before
releasing it back into its habitat and then used the identification
key to find out its species name.

DATES FOR THE DIARY
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the next few weeks:
•

7th October - Macmillan Coffee Morning

•

7th October - Year 9 - 11 Revision evening

•

7th October - Year 11 Further Education evening

•

7th October - Year 4 to Paradise Wildlife Park

•

8th October - Year 11 interim reports issued

•

9th October - Whole school open morning

•

13th October - Friends Halloween Disco

•

14th October - Year 11 parents evening

•

14th October - Year 5 Polar Explorer enrichment day

•

15th October - Year 10 interim reports issued

•

15th October - Year 3 Ancient Greece enrichment day

•

18th - 29th October (inclusive) - Half term

FIREWORKS NIGHT
Be sure to keep the evening of Friday 5th November free as we
will be holding a wonderful fireworks evening at the school. The
Friends will be sending out more information about this event
closer to half term.
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SPORTS REPORT
NETBALL
Report by Ellie, Year 10
On Wednesday 29th September, the Year 10 and 11
netball team played a match against Mark Hall. It was a
very tough match however, despite this, the girls played
very well as a team, are continuing to work hard in
training and play to the best of their ability. Well done to
Nicole for scoring all the Saint Nicholas goals as goal
shooter, and well done to Lois for being voted player of
the match.

NETBALL
Report by Eden, Year 8
The Year 8 netball match against Mark Hall went quite
well. The game began with a Saint Nicholas centre but
unfortnately Mark Hall intercepted. In the first
quarter, Mark Hall scored two goals which were both shot
by their goal shooter. In the second quarter, some of us
switched around our bibs and they went up 3 – 0 but then
we scored which took it to 3 – 1 thanks to a goal from
Mia. In the third quarter, we scored one more goal and
really started to believe that we could achieve at least a
draw. However, in last quarter they extended their lead by
scoring another goal and Mark Hall won 4 – 2. Player of
the match was Esme as goal attack.
Report by Bethany, Year 8
Today we played Mark Hall at their home court. This time
we had some substitutes so we played a little more
strongly because we were less tired. We started with the
ball and got it to the D but their defenders were quick enough to snatch it back and score. They went
on to score another goal, however in the second quarter, Mia scored and brought the score to 2-1.
Esme scored another goal bringing us even but they gained another two goals in the final quarter
leading to a 4-2 loss. They chose Esme for the player of the match which was well deserved and we
awarded their Centre as our player of the match. It was a good game and we will get the win next time.
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NETBALL

Report by Desiree, Year 9
On Wednesday 29th September, we played a netball match against Mark Hall. We played exceptionally
well, with great passing, shooting, and interceptions. We continued to play our best until the very end
and the match ended with a final score of 17-3 to us. The Player of the match went to Tiffany for her
excellent defending skills.
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