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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
Each week this half term I have been able to reflect on how things are becoming more ‘normal’, and this
week has been the most normal yet with us holding our Sports Days and Speech Days. It was wonderful
to have all the pupils out on the field on Tuesday and Wednesday and to have parents back on site for
the first time for an event in well over a year. Whilst both days were a little overcast, in no way did it dim
the enthusiasm of the pupils in their races and the field events, or of the staff organising it, or the parents
spectating. I am grateful to all the staff that made the days possible.
Today we have had our two Speech Days. They were lovely occasions and, most importantly, it was our
chance to celebrate the pupils’ achievements over the past year, which they have done in the most
challenging of times. Everyone has worked hard to get the best outcomes for the pupils.
In my speech, I shared the following story about Sir Christopher Wren, the architect of St Paul’s Cathedral
in London. Wren had wanted to be a philosopher and astronomer, but after the Great Fire of London in
1666, he was commissioned to design St Paul’s Cathedral. In 1671, he went to visit the construction site
and observed three bricklayers. One of them was crouched down, one of them was half-standing and the
third was working away feverishly. “What are you doing?” Wren asked each of them in turn. “Laying
bricks,” said the first. “Making a living” said the second. The third bricklayer stopped his work, paused for
a moment and then said that he was just one person helping build a cathedral in which one day in the
future people would come and worship. Everyone who works here at Saint Nicholas is committed to
making the School a better
place for the pupils that
come here – they are, if you
like, the third bricklayer,
who sees the potential of
what he is doing and how it
may affect the future. They
are all helping to build that
cathedral.
As Mahatma Gandhi said:
“The future depends on
what you do today.”
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ENRICHMENT & WELL BEING DAY
Friday 25th June saw the pupils and staff of Saint Nicholas taking part in an Enrichment and Well Being
Day, which included a variety of activities over the course of the day, both on and off site. From an
archery masterclass, to Mr Russell rising to fame as a part of a play made in a day, and the senior
pupils crawling through mud and swinging from the treetops, there was something for everyone!
Year 6 pupils had a lovely relaxing start to the day with
several mindfulness activities, including cobblestone painting,
making friendship bracelets and building their own structures
from fruit. The structures came in all varieties and many
pupils claimed that this was their favourite activity of the
morning with one commenting; “It was so much fun, I made
a crab out of apples…a crab apple!”. They were also able to
try their hand at archery, which was
hosted by a local scout division,
and many pupils managed to get
several bullseyes!
In the meantime, Year 7 pupils were
taking part in inter-house
competitions, rounders and a rap
contest. Both year groups then
swapped activities after lunch. It
is safe to say that there was a very
different energy between the two
sessions! A particular well done
must go to the Year 6 St Francis team and the
Year 7 St Christopher team for winning the
inter-house rounders.
It was a race against time for Year 8 pupils, who
demonstrated outstanding teamwork, logic and
deduction skills to solve the clues and escape the
Escape Room. After this, they put their fine
drama skills to good use to produce a Play in a
Day run by Konflux, with Mr Russell and Mrs
Hopkins getting their own special mentions. It
was a fantastic day of teamwork, and allowed
the more dramatic of the Year 8 pupils to take
centre stage which they seemed to enjoy.
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ENRICHMENT & WELL BEING DAY
CONTINUED...
Year 9 pupils spent the morning dissecting eyeballs, making crazy colours in chemistry and learning all
about how to look out for each other in First Aid training, before heading off for their turn climbing
the high ropes in the afternoon, which most said was their particular highlight.
Meanwhile, Year 10 pupils began their day with a Mud Run at the Nuclear Races before heading back
to school for the science experiments and First Aid. In particular, there was much excitement over
the eyeball dissection as well as the Mud Run, and everyone agreed that the Death Slide into the lake
helped a lot with the excess mud! The First Aid skills were invaluable, and pupils really enjoyed
learning new life skills.

Thank you to all the staff that helped to ensure that the Enrichment Day ran smoothly and to all the
pupils for representing Saint Nicholas School in such a positive manner.
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ART WITH NATURE
As part of the Enrichment Day last Friday, a number of pupils scoured the school grounds for materials,
and used their findings to make a piece of artwork. Here are some of the Year 6 and 7 masterpieces.

ECO CLUB
The last eco club of this academic year was the busiest one yet! The allotments are now looking
fantastic. The beetroot, lettuce, courgette and potato plants have had a growth spurt, and the litter
pickers collected a whole black bin bag of rubbish walking from their classroom up to the eco garden.
Mrs Peckham would like to thank all the eco club members for their hard work this year. They have
been brilliant.
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MATHLETICS
Congratulations to Daniel in Form 2F who has achieved his
gold Mathletics certificate. Well done!

MOON BUGGIES
This week the Year 1 children have been making their moon buggies using wheels and axels. Firstly,
they had to put together the moon buggy net and then measure the axels. They carefully followed
their design, painted the base of the buggies and made all of the equipment on the buggy out of
different scrap materials. Great work!
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INVESTIGATING TRAFFIC LIGHTS
This week in Year 4, pupils learnt about the famous scientist and inventor, Garrett Morgan, whose
most famous invention was the traffic lights. Pupils had to use all their previous findings about
electricity to then solve the investigation and make their own traffic lights. The children had a lot of fun
problem solving.

FUTURE FOODS
Year 8 pupils have been looking at how foods might be made in 2050, using production methods such
as hydroponics, 3D printed foods, lab grown meat and the use of insects as a protein source. This
week they have made a range of recipes, some of which are shown below.
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TRAMPOLINING CLUB
In Year 4, both trampolining club groups have been enjoying their sessions on Tuesdays after school.
Some of group 2 even had enough energy to trampoline after Sports Day. Well done!

YEAR 6 INDUCTION DAY
Monday 28th June saw our Year 5 pupils venture into the middle school for their Induction Day, and
what a fantastic day it was! Pupils arrived with a mixture of emotions but they soon settled happily
into the Year 6 lifestyle.
The day kicked off with a morning of team-building activities, delivered by the Wise-Up team who
coached the pupils to develop their leadership and teamwork skills whilst welcoming the new pupils
into the fold. After an exciting morning and re-fueling after lunch, they ventured into the middle and
senior school classrooms to meet their form tutors and embarked on an afternoon of lessons, including
a Girls on Board session for the female pupils...a taste of what is to come. The sample of lessons was
thoroughly enjoyed by all pupils.
We look forward to our wonderful Year 5 pupils permanently joining the middle school in September.
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MENTAL HEALTH & WELL BEING

DATES FOR THE DIARY
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the rest of this term:
•

5th July - Gemma’s farm in school for pre-schoolers.

•

5th July - Year 2 HOTP seaside workshop

•

8th July - Year 7 full reports issued

•

9th July - Summer term ends*

*Last day of term finishing times are as follows: Pre-school at 11.30am, Reception to Year 2 at 1pm,
Year 3 to 5 at 1.15pm and Year 6 to 10 at 1.30pm. School buses will depart at 1.45pm.
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SPORTS REPORT
RACE FOR LIFE
After many weeks of practice, on Tuesday the pre-school children ran their Race For Life around the
school’s sports track. They were absolutely amazing and just kept running with the most wonderful
smiles on their faces. They were all very excited to receive their special medals at the end. A great big
thank you to all the children’s parents and families for all their donations to Cancer Research. So far
the children have raised an incredible £740!
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LOWER SCHOOL SPORTS DAY
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MIDDLE & UPPER SCHOOL SPORTS DAY
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FOOTBALL
Congratulations to Francis in Year 9 who plays for Bishops
Stortford U14 Eastern Junior Alliance League and who, on
Sunday, along with his team mates, won the league!
It has not been an easy ride for the boys due to the lockdowns
amongst other things, and on Sunday they had to play two
matches in order to finish on the same number of games as the
other teams, even though they had already won the league on
points.
As well as Francis, there is a further Saint Nicholas School
connection with the team as both the team Manager and
Coach are Saint Nicholas Dads, Mr James Sheehy (Manager)
and Mr Mark Sophocleous (Coach).
Congratulations to Francis and all his team mates, along with
Mr Sheehy and Mr Sophocleous. A great achievement!
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