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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
It was the Greek philosopher, Heraclitus, that said “change is the only constant in life” and it has never
been so true as the last 18 months or so, as we have witnessed things constantly changing and evolving
around us. Today is the last day at Saint Nicholas for our Year 11s, before they make the significant
change and embark on the next stage of their educational careers in September. I am sure that you will
understand that the focus of my Newsletter contribution this week must be dedicated to our leavers.
This morning we held the Year 11 Leavers’ Assembly in the Theatre and it was wonderful to share
memories and celebrate their successes – there were a few tears, as well as laughter! As a group, they
have shown an extraordinary resilience over the last year and a half: to have their GCSE learning
disrupted in Year 10, to then return in Year 11 expecting to sit the GCSE examinations, only to be told at
Christmas time that there would no longer be public examinations this summer, to doing mock
examinations remotely. They have coped with it all and remained committed and cheerful. No fewer
than nine of the current pupils in Year 11 started their school careers in Reception, so after spending
three quarters of their life at Saint Nicholas and having been joined by all the other members of the year
group at various stages, they all now leave us on the cusp of the next stage of their lives and we wish
them all well.
Leaving school is a defining moment and there were certainly mixed emotions in the Assembly this
morning, but it was so obvious to see what a special year group this Year 11 have been. They will be
greatly missed and we hope that they will come back to share their future successes with us. As Paulo
Coelho said: “If you’re brave enough to say goodbye, life will reward you with a new hello.”
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YEAR 11’S LAST DAY
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YEAR 2 POETRY READING
Year 2 pupils have been making the most of the fine weather and have taken their learning outside to
perform some poetry in the shade of the Butterfly Garden.

COLOURING TO SUCCESS
Congratulations to Phoebe in Year 2 for
neatly colouring her way to an impressive
second place in a local colouring
competition, which was judged by local
artist Dean Fox and organised by the
Epping Playground Association.
Phoebe beat over 100 other artists to the
runner up position in her age group and
will be presented with her award this week
by Mr Fox, after which her entry will be
displayed in Epping Library.
Phoebe is rightly very proud of herself and
we congratulate her on this fantastic
achievement!
The Epping Playground Association, which ran the competition, are a group of local parents who are
currently raising money to refurbish the playground at Lower Swaines in Epping. For more information
on this ambitious project, please visit www.facebook.com/EppingPlaygrou1/
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MOON ZOOM DAY
On the first day back after the half term break, Year 1 celebrated their 'Moon Zoom' day, which
involved dressing up as astronauts and aliens, designing their own alien habitat out of shoe boxes and
creating an alien out of plasticine.
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ESSA WATER ACTIVITIES CENTRE
It’s been a busy week on the water for a number of year groups. Below are a few pictures of Year 6,
Year 8 and Year 10 pupils’ visits to the ESSA Water Activities Centre in Waltham Abbey, which were
made even more enjoyable on account of the glorious sunshine.
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OH, I DO LIKE TO BE BESIDE THE SEASIDE!
As many of the pre-school children visited the beach during half term, Little Saints have been
investigating the question - ‘How many pebbles are on the beach?’ this week. There has been a lot of
sand play, playdough and shells and the children have created an ice cream parlour. Children also
shared their adventures over half term on the whiteboard and recalled what they liked most about the
seaside.

HARRY POTTER DAY
Thursday was Harry Potter day for Year 5 pupils. They started the day being sorted into Houses and
practising duelling with their wands, followed by some potion making. It was a spellbinding day!
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YEAR 4 COMPUTING
Emilia thoroughly enjoyed sharing her Garage Band knowledge with Form 4HM in their computer
lesson this week. She confidently explained to the class how to use the different functions and
demonstrated how to create a piece of music using the programme. Well done Emilia.

YEAR 4 SCIENCE
This week in science, Year 4 pupils were researching the famous female inventor and scientist, Maria
Telkes, who invented the first ever solar power panels. In order to investigate how solar power
worked, the children made their own solar ovens and then carried out a fair test. After predicting that
their solar oven temperature would increase outside in the sun, they proceeded to take the
temperature every few minutes and recorded the results. They also thought about the different
factors that could affect the temperature inside their ovens. Well done Year 4!
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MENTAL HEALTH AND WELLBEING

YEAR 4 MUSIC
This week in music, Year 4 pupils had to follow patterns in music using the chime bars. They followed
the notes on the white board and spotted the patterns in the music. There appears to be a lot of
talented musicians in the making and fun was had by all!
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RECEPTION SOUND WALK
The Reception class enjoyed the glorious weather on Wednesday when they went for a sound walk in
their music lesson. They walked around the school grounds listening to sounds in the environment. In
various locations they stopped, listened and drew pictures of what they could hear. They thoroughly
enjoyed listening and recording their results.

DATES FOR THE DIARY
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the next few weeks:
•

14th June - Year 10 field study trip to Stratford

•

15th June - Year 3 to Celtic Harmony

•

16th June - Year 5 ESSA water activities centre

•

17th June - Year 5 Nuclear mud run

•

18th June - Year 5 activity day, BBQ and campfire

•

18th June - Year 8 and Year 10 interim reports issued

•

23rd June - Year 1 trip to Hanningfield Reservoir

•

23rd June - Year 4 to Mountfitchet Castle

•

25th June - Well Being Day

•

25th June - Year 9 full reports issued

•

25th June - Reception to Year 5 reports issued

•

25th June - Year 10 Mud Run

•

25th June - Year 9 High Ropes
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