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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
“Education is the most powerful
weapon with which you can
change the world”. So said the
former South African President
and Nobel Peace Prize Winner,
Nelson Mandela. That quote is on
the wall in the corridor outside
Mountbatten Hall and those of us
in the building walk past it most
days. As I walked down that
corridor the other day, I came
across two Year 11 pupils who had
taken the time to stop and read
the quote. “You’ve just got to love
something from Nelson Mandela”
one of them said to me. Nelson
Mandela has to rank as one of the
most inspirational figures of the last 100 years. Having spent 27 years in prison for standing up to the
oppressive regime in South Africa until he was released in 1990, he went on to become the first black
President of South Africa in 1994 and continued to be a champion for peace and social justice until he
died aged 95 in 2013.
In the Lower School today, they have been looking at inspirational figures and many pupils have come in
dressed up as an inspirational figure and it was great, as I was standing out on the drive this morning, to
welcome Florence Nightingale, Albert Einstein, The Queen, Abraham Lincoln, Tim Peake and Neil
Armstrong amongst many others to School, and it was interesting to hear what ideas lay behind some of
those choices.
We all come across people in our lives, we may know them personally or they may be famous people
that we do not actually know, but we admire them from afar. They give us inspiration and something to
aspire to; they can influence us. They can be friends and family, or pop stars and sports personalities
through to characters from history. They inspire us because of what they do, what they did or who they
are. As Mimi Novic said: “Throughout this journey of life we meet many people along the way. Each one
has a purpose in our life. No one we meet is ever a coincidence.”
I hope that you all have a restful and enjoyable half term break.
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SPEECH DAY - IMPORTANT
We are looking forward to preparing for our Speech Day, and hoping that this
traditional event will allow us to look at school life beyond the pandemic.
Whist the pandemic has presented challenges with uniform supplies, it is an
expectation that pupils will be looking their smartest on Speech Day.
Therefore, please may I ask you to take time over the half term break to check
the following:







All blazers are cleaned or have made a visit to the dry cleaners in the
break.
Buttons on blazers are checked and any missing are replaced.
Lower school boys will be wearing grey shorts on Speech Day.
Senior school boys will be clean shaven.
Formal school shoes are to be worn and polished.
All school rules on make up, hair and jewellery are adhered to.

Thank you for your support in this matter and I look forward to seeing you at Speech Day once again.
Mrs Hopkins

FLUTTERBY BUTTERFLY
Over the last few weeks, the pre-school children have been watching the wonderful transformation of
the tiny baby caterpillars into beautiful butterflies, and it was such a delight to see them spread their
wings and fly away when the children released them in the school’s Butterfly Garden last week. The
children were very quiet and gentle with them and it was a lovely experience for them all.
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KINDNESS CHAMPIONS
Lower school pupils have been busy again with their kind deeds this week.
The Kindness Champions for this week are Mila and Lincoln in Year 1,
Georgia in Year 2, Lucca and Albie in Year 3, Niaya in Year 4 and Holly and
Grace in Year 5.
After half term, the School Council will be focusing on a new topic, so they
would like to say thank you to everyone for uploading pictures of their
kind deeds this half term. It has been wonderful to see all of the things the
children have been doing to help others.

BLUE PETER CLIMATE HEROES
Throughout the periods of lockdown, many children will have
increased the amount of time spent outdoors and may have
been looking more closely at the environment and nature. In
light of this, pupils may be able to achieve their Blue Peter
Green Badge and become a Blue Peter Climate Hero.
This involves children selecting three pledges and keeping
them for at least two weeks; many of which pupils may well
be doing already.
Follow the link for more information about the challenge and how to apply. https://www.bbc.co.uk/
cbbc/findoutmore/blue-peter-apply-for-a-green-badge

YEAR 1 COMPUTING

YEAR 1 ART
At the end of last week, Year 1 children painted
their replicas of Georgia O'Keeffe's work. The
children worked hard to carefully stay in the
lines, as well as select and make the correct
colours for the piece of her work they were
replicating.

The children in Form 1SP have been enjoying
coding in their computing lessons. They are
becoming more confident with logging on by
themselves, and they have worked carefully
through each section, working hard to progress
through the different levels. They also love
showing each other what they have created in
‘Build Mode’. Keep up the great work, Year 1.
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MATHETICS
Well done to Artur and Dylan in Year 2 who have achieved
their gold certificate for Mathletics. Great work boys!

YEAR 9 FOOD TECHNOLOGY
Year 9 pupils have been completing a practical examination this week by making one dish with
accompaniments.
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OUR CHANGING WORLD
On Thursday, lower school pupils enjoyed their first of two curriculum days
focusing on the theme of ‘Our Changing World’.
Miss Perez, pictured right, was ready and raring to inspire children by
dressing as Helen Sharman, the first British female astronaut to travel into
space and visit the Mir Space Station.
Meanwhile, Year 1 pupils (photographed below) kicked off their day by
focusing on the astronaut, Tim Peak. They learned about who he is and
what he has achieved and ordered his life on a timeline. They then created
world pictures using chalk.
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THIS WEEK IN YEAR 4
It’s been a busy week in Year 4….
In science this week, Form 4HM pupils were very
busy working in groups to investigate ‘Where
does water go?’.
For the experiment, they had to weigh, take
temperatures, make predictions, complete a
table of results and analyse their work to draw a
conclusion.
The children worked incredibly hard and
cooperated well together. In their groups, they
each took turns to complete a task for the
investigation and then brought together their
findings to present to the rest of the class.
Excellent work!

Meanwhile, over in Form
4P, pupils were busy
conducting their own
water based science
experiment and worked
exceptionally well
together to draw up their
findings.

Each year on May 26th, National Paper
Airplane Day honours the simple
aeronautical toy that has been around for
thousands of years. On Wednesday, it
certainly provided an excuse for Form
4HM pupils to play! This inexpensive and
problem solving form of entertainment
brought lots of excitement to the
classroom. After many failed flights,
Emilia’s creation managed to fly the
furthest.
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MENTAL HEALTH & WELL BEING

7

BARRACUDAS
The official West Ham United Foundation football camp is
running at Barracudas at Saint Nicholas School this summer.
This standalone week long course is ideal for football fanatics
aged 7-12 years old who will have a great time developing
their football technique and meeting new friends in the
Barracudas environment.
The week will be run within the Barracudas format and
structure with the course being led by West Ham United
Foundation coaches.
Each day there will be a mixture of workshop, classroom and
practical sessions to progress the children’s development, as well as sections covering health and
wellbeing.
Barracudas is currently running a special limited time offer for the football camp: Book by 6th June
to get £75 off! They are offering this week long course for £150 (after 6 th June this will revert to the
standard rate of £225). This offer can’t be used in conjunction with other offers.
Find out more about the football course here: https://www.barracudas.co.uk/activities/west-hamunited-foundation-football-camp/

DATES FOR THE DIARY
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the next few weeks:
•

31st May - 4th June - Half term holiday

•

7th June - Year 1 Moon Zoom Day

•

7th June - Year 8 ESSA water activities centre

•

8th June - Year 8 HPV vaccinations

•

8th June - Year 10 DTP/Men ACWY vaccinations

•

8th June - Year 9 ESSA water activities centre

•

9th June - Year 6 ESSA water activities centre

•

10th June - Year 5 Harry Potter Day

•

10th June - Year 11 white water rafting

•

10th June - Year 10 ESSA water activities centre

•

11th June - Year 7 ESSA water activities centre

•

11th June - Year 11 Nuclear mud run

•

15th June - Year 3 to Celtic Harmony

•

16th June - Year 5 ESSA water activities centre

•

17th June - Year 5 Nuclear mud run

•

18th June - Year 5 activity day, BBQ and campfire
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•

18th June - Year 8 and Year 10 interim reports issued

