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It has been another busy week here at Saint 
Nicholas and, in particular, I would highlight the 
very successful Year 4 Viking Day, pictures of 
which you can see in this newsletter. Most 
significantly this week, as the COVID restrictions 
continue to ease, we made the great step 
forward to have the Middle and Upper School 
pupils back in class without their masks, making 
the all-important classroom interactions so much 
easier. As we move towards the summer and the 
return to a greater degree of normality, it gives 
an opportunity to reflect both on life as we now 
know it, life as we knew it before and how it 
might be going forward. I would like to share 
some words which were written by a high-school 
student in Colombia about 20 years ago which 
were entitled: ‘The Paradox of Our Time’: 
  
“The greatest paradox of our time is that we 
have taller buildings, but shorter tempers… we 
spend more, but have less; we buy more, but 
enjoy it less. We have more conveniences, but 
less time; more knowledge, but less judgement… 
we talk too much, love too little and hate too 
often… we engineer new life, and then destroy it on an unparalleled scale. We’ve been to the moon and 
back, but won’t cross the street to meet the new neighbour; we’ve conquered outer space, but not inner 
space; we’ve cleaned up the air, but pollute the soul. 
 
This is the age of more rights and more choice than ever before; but a time when we fail to make the only 
choice that brings true happiness and true freedom.” 
  
In our busy world, and as we move towards the ending of the pandemic restrictions, we need to take 
time to consider what is truly important and how we can support others. I will conclude with a quote 
from Harold Kushner who said: “Do things for people not because of who they are or what they do in 
return, but because of who you are.” 

FROM THE HEADMASTER’S  DESK 
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VIKING DAY 
Year 4 had a wonderful Viking day on Wednesday. They created Viking helmets and long ships, went on 
a Viking treasure hunt to find the hidden rune stones and had to unscramble the letters to find a hidden 
message. Finally, they had to design a meal fit for a Viking king! What a great day! 
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KINDNESS CHAMPIONS 
There have been lots more kind deeds going on in the Lower School this week, including helping with 
chores at home, brushing the dog and helping with the gardening. Here are this week's Kindness 
Champions as chosen by the School Councillors: Year1: April and Florence in Year 1, Safia and Hetty-
Boo in Year 2, Roisin and George n Year 3, Dorothy and Austin in Year 4 and Chloe and Oliver J in Year 
5.   
 

Thank you to everyone for posting your kind deeds onto Teams. Remember, one house point is 
awarded for each post and the chosen Champions earn an extra 5 house points. Keep up the kind 
deeds everyone! 

 

READING 
RENAISSANCE 

Wow! Hope in Form 4P has read over 2 million 
words, as part of the Reading Renaissance 
scheme. This is a phenomenal achievement! 
Congratulations Hope.  
 
 

 

MATHLETICS 
Well done to Noah in Form 4P for achieving his 
gold Mathletics certificate this week!  
 
 
 

 

YEAR 1 ART 
Year 1 have been continuing to study the work of 
artist, Georgia O'Keeffe. Over the next two weeks 
the children will be replicating a piece of her 
artwork. This week, children have selected their 
favourite piece which they have sketched, and 
will move on to painting 
shortly.  
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SUN SAFETY 
The weather may not quite be what 
it was this time last year, but 
middle school pupils have been 
learning about sun safety as part of 
their form time, and were invited to 
enter a sun safety poster into our 
school competition.  
 

There were many fantastic entries 
and the judges simply could not 
decide between two of them, so 
the joint winners are Emily in Form 
6R and Bethany in Form 7D who will 
both receive 5 house points for 
their winning posters. Well done 
girls! 

 

PRE-SCHOOL NEWS  
The pre-school children have been exploring the story of Jack and the Beanstalk by listening to the 
story, acting it out, planting their own magic beans and creating some wonderful floral artwork.  They 
have also helped plant out some summer flowers in some old wellies on the decking.  



5 

  

 

MENTAL HEALTH AND WELL BEING 

 

 

YEAR 1 SCIENCE 
In science this week, Year 1 children have been looking at the parts of 
plants and flowers. In pairs they dissected a flower and labelled the 
parts.  
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Please see below useful dates for your diary for the next few weeks: 
 

• 24th - 28th May - Year 9 examinations week 
 

• 27th - 28th May - Reception - Year 5 Our Changing World 
 

• 31st May - 4th June - Half term holiday  
 

• 7th June - Year 1 Moon Zoom Day 
 

• 7th June - Year 8 ESSA water activities centre 
 

• 8th June - Year 8 HPV vaccinations 
 

• 8th June - Year 10 DTP/Men ACWY vaccinations 
 

• 8th June - Year 9 ESSA water activities centre 
 

• 9th June - Year 6 ESSA water activities centre  
 

• 10th June - Year 5 Harry Potter Day 
 

• 10th June - Year 11 white water rafting 
 

• 10th June - Year 10 ESSA water activities centre 
 

• 11th June - Year 7 ESSA water activities centre 
 

• 11th June - Year 11 mud run  

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 

YEAR 8 FOOD TECHNOLOGY 
Year 8 pupils have been making some delicious bread this week with great success.  
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CRICKET  
 
Pupils enjoyed their first experience of 
‘padding up’ and hard ball cricket this week 
during their weekly after school cricket 
club. Mr Tucker is encouraging pupils to join 
their local cricket, as it is clear there is a lot 
of potential.  

SPORTS NEWS  

ROUNDERS CLUB  
 
This week, rounders club enjoyed the first glimpses of sunshine. It has been wonderful to see so many 
of our Year 6 and 7 girls attending the club and everybody is looking forward to getting back to some 
competition as soon as possible. 
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 ROUNDERS  
 
The Year 10 mixed rounders after school club is always well attended. Here are some pictures of the 
pupils in action.  
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BADMINTON CLUB  
 
Our morning badminton club continues to be one of the most popular clubs, with large numbers every 
Thursday and Friday. Pupils show great enthusiasm and commitment for an early 8am start. Well 
done! 

RUNNING CLUB  
 
The Year 4 running club 
members were working hard 
trying to improve their PBs, 
whilst the sun was briefly out 
and shining earlier this week. 
They were smashing their 
times and can’t wait for Sports 
Day! 

 

 


