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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
It has been tremendous this week
to all be back together on site for
the new term and with everyone
here, the weather getting so much
better and the grounds looking
fantastic, it simply adds to the
feeling of things returning to some
degree of normality. It was also
very positive that as there were
no new restrictions in place when
we returned, that too gave us all a
sense of routine. However, as the
national restrictions reduce, we do
expect things to change as the
term continues and we are
currently looking at which of the
'normal' Summer Term events we
can hold, even if we have to do
them differently.
It remains essential that staff and our pupils in Years 6 – 11 continue to test twice weekly in order to
identify cases of coronavirus and prevent the spread of the virus. As the Prime Minister has said: “I want
to thank everybody for continuing to follow the guidance, and to thank parents and families for the
incredible work you’re doing to help test pupils through the Easter holidays and to encourage you to
keep testing them twice a week as schools return.”
I would like to focus on one significant event from the Easter break and that is the passing of His Royal
Highness Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh, on Friday 9th April, as I do believe it has been a significant
moment in our national life. Prince Philip’s life, which was just under nine weeks short of 100 years, 73 of
them at the Queen's side, is an extraordinary example to us all of duty and service. Whilst many of us will
never have met him, it does not mean that he has not had an impact on us: how many pupils here at
Saint Nicholas have done, are doing or will undertake in the future the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
Scheme? The scheme was first introduced in 1956 and has subsequently been introduced in 144 different
countries. There are four sections to each award which allow the participants to challenge themselves,
something in which the Duke of Edinburgh strongly believed, but the idea of service – doing things for
others – that he introduced into the award programme is key. As we reflect on his life of service, let us
think how we can support and serve others.
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As Mahatma Ghandi said: “The best way to find yourself
is to lose yourself in the service of others.”

CATERPILLARS AND BUTTERFLIES
The pre-school children have enjoyed exploring lots of activities around caterpillars and butterflies this
week. They had a special delivery of live caterpillars and are looking forward to watching them grow
and change. They also visited the Butterfly Garden and looked at all of the beautifully coloured
butterflies whilst quietly listening to the sounds of nature around them. Having taken inspiration from
the garden, they then created their own special butterfly paintings to display around the Pre-School.

KARATE SUCCESS
Well done to Lincoln in Form 1SP who has achieved his green
belt in Karate over the Easter holidays. He has been working
fantastically in all of his lessons and never gave up, even when
the lessons moved to Zoom. The hard work has definitely paid
off, what a fantastic achievement!
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TASTE OF AFRICA
Hot on the heels of the success of today’s Saint George’s
Day menu, next Wednesday there will be a ‘Taste of
Ghana’ food event to celebrate traditional African food.
Janet, who is a member of the catering team, will be
showcasing one of her family’s delicious recipes, which will
run alongside the normal school menu.
We hope children and staff enjoy it!

THIS WEEK IN RECEPTION
Reception’s topic for this half term is ‘Animals’. This week they have been focusing on different kinds
of pets and what is needed in order to be a great pet owner. The children have enjoyed playing in the
veterinary role play area, helping the poorly and injured animals feel better again.
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YEAR 6 CASTLES PROJECT
During last term, the Year 6 topic was castles. As part of this, they had to design and make a castle to
be brought into school on the last week of term. There were a lot of cakes and consequently we were
on a bit of a sugar high by the end of the day! Well done to Year 6 for their efforts in creating some
amazing castles, and thank you to the parents for buying all the required equipment/ingredients and
for helping them. Mrs Johnson is very proud of you all, well done. Here are some examples of the
amazing cakes.

YEAR 10 LAW SOCIETY
On Wednesday, Year 10 pupils participated in a Zoom presentation given by a practising barrister.
Ms Annelise Haugstad has been a law professional for 25 years and currently works at Fountain
Chambers in Middlesborough.
She explained the route into her profession, described the work that she does in and out of court, and
even showed the pupils her horse-hair wig.
Pupils asked several questions to help their understanding of this as a possible career path, and we
thank her for taking the time to speak to them.
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THIS WEEK IN YEAR 1
This week in maths, Year 1 pupils have had lots
of fun extending their learning of capacity and
weight by completing two investigations.
In the first investigation, they had to estimate
how many cupfuls would fill different
containers and then in the second, they had to
estimate how many cubes different objects
would weigh. They enjoyed working as a group
and taking part in the investigations.

On Tuesday, the pupils began working on their
new topic about plants, by looking at evergreen
and deciduous trees. Working in groups, the
children searched the school grounds for
different leaves.

This week in PSHE, pupils completed some team building games. For the first game, the children
had to join hands and get the hoop around their group without letting go. The second game was
turning cones to be the right or wrong way up and the last game was a pirate treasure game where
they could collect and steal other teams’ treasure for their chest. The children had a lovely time.
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YEAR 4 TEAM BUILDING
Form 4HM pupils enjoyed a mind-puzzling team building activity earlier this week. The challenge was
called ‘The Chicken, Fox and Corn River Crossing Puzzle’.
In groups of three, the children had a lot of collaborative thinking to do, but they were all successful in
the end, using their excellent team skills to crack it.
This was the puzzle:
A farmer has to get a fox, a chicken, and a sack of corn across a river.
They have a rowboat, and it can only carry the farmer and one other thing.
If the fox and the chicken are left together, the fox will eat the chicken.
If the chicken and the corn are left together, the chicken will eat the corn.
How does the farmer do it?

YEAR 6 DRAMA CLUB
This week, the children who attend the Year 6 drama club thoroughly enjoyed location filming and
editing their own television style news desk programmes. Great fun was had by all!

6

MENTAL HEALTH AND WELL BEING

DATES FOR THE DIARY
Please see below useful dates for your diary for this half term:
29th April - DTP and Menigitis ACWY Year 9
3rd May - Bank Holiday Monday

4th - 14th May - Year 11 examinations
24th - 28th May - Year 9 examinations week
27th - 28th May - Reception - Year 5 Our Changing World
31st May - 4th June - Half term holiday
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