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          Friday 5th March 2021 

 
 

 

FROM THE HEADMASTER’S  DESK 

J.K. Rowling the author of the Harry 
Potter books and many others besides, 
said “If you don’t like to read, you 
haven’t found the right book.” This 
week we are marking World Book Day 
and many of the pupils and teachers in 
the Lower School have dressed up as 
characters from their favourite books 
today. A love of reading is something 
that we encourage here at Saint 
Nicholas, through the Renaissance 
reading scheme in the Lower School, 
and through into the Middle and Upper 
School, we continue to support the 
pupils’ reading and hope that they will 
gain a love of reading. One of my 
favourite films, made nearly 30 years ago now, is ‘Shadowlands’ which is about the life of the 
writer C.S. Lewis and, in it, there is a wonderful line that says “we read to know that we are not 
alone” and in many ways that says it all, whatever our age, reading allows us to enter a world 
created by the writer’s imagination. Whether you are in the Lower School and reading 
something like the wonderful Julia Donaldson book ‘The Gruffalo’ accompanied by great 
illustrations, or whether you are older and reading books such as 
Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’, which is studied here for English GCSE, whoever you are, you can just 
allow your imagination to wander and escape to another world. That is why it is so important 
that we mark World Book Day and if you haven’t seen the Lower School staff video marking 
World Book Day, it is well worth a watch! 

Most importantly today, we are looking forward to the full return of the teachers and pupils to 
the School site at the beginning of next week. All the preparations have been made and, over 
the last three days, we have had all the Middle and Upper School pupils coming on site for their 
COVID Lateral Flow Testing, so that we can make a prompt start on Monday morning. However, 
what has been really lovely this week is the genuine excitement of everyone here on site, as 
well as everyone working remotely, about being back together on Monday and I do include the 
parents in that! 

I very much look forward to seeing you all again on Monday. 
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HEALTH AND WELLBEING MORNING 
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YEAR 7 PHYSICS 

Year 7 pupils Hannah and Sofia  made 
helicopters from paper for their physics task. 
They tested them at school and both were 
perfect flyers.  

 

GOLDEN DAFFODILS 

The Pre-School children have been very busy creating some beautiful artwork inspired by the 

bright and cheerful daffodils, which are beginning to bloom around the school grounds.   
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RECEPTION  

This week Reception children have been looking out for the different signs of Spring. They have 

discussed how it compares to the other seasons and have noticed that plants start to grow again 

and some baby animals are born. Included below is a picture of a daffodil in Hughie’s garden. The 

children drew beautiful drawings and wrote wonderful descriptions.  

The children have also been learning about rhyme. They have learned how to continue a rhyming 

string and they have worked in small groups to recite a collection of spring poems. Their 

performances were amazing, and we are very proud of them all. Here are some stills taken from 

their poems. 
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LOWER SCHOOL MUSIC 

This week Year 1 and 2 pupils have looked at a musical book to link with World Book Day. They 

watched Rachel Leach and musicians from the London Symphony Orchestra for their online 

interactive Sound Explorers concert, which was based on the popular children’s book ‘Olivia 

Forms a Band’, by Ian Falconer. Here are some pictures of them using their improvised 

instruments from home. 
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CALLING ALL MUSICIANS 
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This week, Reception pupils created six freeze frames to tell their chosen fairy tale. The children 

could choose to star in each freeze frame and invite different members of their family to play the 

different characters. Some children chose to use their toys/Lego characters to create the 

characters in the freeze frames. 

RECEPTION DRAMA 
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World Book Day has once again brought to Saint Nicholas an array of wonderful activities in our 

Lower School. Here are a few of the imaginative outfits that the pupils produced, with inspiration 

from their favourite books. Check back next week for more on World Book Day. 

WORLD BOOK DAY 2021 
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WORLD BOOK DAY 2021 
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YEARS 1-3 PE 

Last week the Lower School had a football session which focused on developing their core skills. 

As always, our talented pupils submitted a high number of fantastic pictures and videos, and 

below is just a small selection. 
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THE GREAT GEOGRAPHY BAKE OFF 2021 
A big thank you and well done to everyone who took part in The Great Geography Bake Off 2021! 

It was incredibly hard to pick the winners as there were so many great entries. House points will 

be awarded for all entries and certificates and prizes given out next week in school. 

Congratulations to our winners and runners up. 

Lower School Results  
KS1 winner – Daniel  
KS1 runner up – Rosie  
KS2 winner – Adam  
KS2 runner up – Beth  

Middle School Results  
KS3 winner – Emily  
KS3 winner – Annabel  
KS3 runner up – Billy  

 

 

EXTRA CURRICULAR CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES 
As per Mrs Hopkins letter earlier this week, extra-curricular clubs will be running for the 
remainder of this half term. Make sure you check the timetable and sign up to your clubs with 
the member of staff running them.  
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SLEEP 

With the return to school, routines are going to be up in the air and you may find that you have 

trouble sleeping, whilst your body adapts to a new sleep pattern. Try some of these tips to help 

you get the most out of your nights sleep.  


