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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
As I drive between home and School each day, I am conscious of more and more Christmas lights and
decorations being put up in shops and in people’s houses. We are certainly now in the run up to
Christmas and Sunday marks the beginning of Advent in the Church’s year – the period of preparation
leading up to Christmas. Even though Christmas will be different this year, we are all making our own
preparations: as individuals, as families and, of course, as a School. As you will see from this newsletter
there have been a number of competitions going on for the festive period and we have the results of our
Christmas bauble competition and our annual Christmas card competition. In both cases there were
some fantastic entries, demonstrating the considerable talent amongst our pupils and I must
congratulate the winners.
I was talking to someone the other day about the fact that, this year, some people would, as a result of
circumstances, be spending Christmas alone and it led us on to think that, of course, for many people in
the country that is what happens for them every year.
It is also important that we think about those less fortunate than ourselves and that is why we are
encouraging the wearing of Christmas jumpers on the last day of term, in order that we can raise money
for Save the Children Fund. Through the fun that we can have on that final day marking Christmas, we
can also make a great deal of difference to others.
As Mandy Hale said: “To make a difference in someone’s life, you don’t have to be brilliant, beautiful or
perfect. You just have to care.”
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CHRISTMAS CARD COMPETITION
There were an impressive 116 entries to our Christmas Card Competition this year, with so many
amazing designs to choose from which made the judging very difficult. The winners are as follows:
Reception and KS1 – Sebastian D
Key Stage 2 – Adam S and Holly B
Key Stage 3 – Jahzee C
Key Stage 4 – Luke O and Erin F
These designs are shown below:

However, there can only be one overall winning design which will be printed and sent to all friends and
connections of Saint Nicholas School, and we’re delighted to announce that the winner of the Saint
Nicholas School Christmas Card Competition 2020, is Jack C in Year 8.
Thank you and well done to everyone who entered and congratulations to Sebastian, Adam, Holly,
Jahzee, Luke, Erin and Jack for your winning designs. Jack’s winning design is shown below.
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CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY
This year, the School will be raising money for Save the Children on Wednesday 16th December.
On the day, pupils are encouraged to bring £2 to school and to drop the money in the collection
bucket that morning, at one of the three drop off points. Please note that unfortunately due to the
current situation, we cannot handle money and are therefore unable to give out any change.
On this day, pupils can wear casual clothes and a Christmas Jumper. Each form tutor will choose a
winning jumper from his or her class.
We hope that all pupils and staff will get into the Christmas spirit and contribute to this wonderful
charity event. Any pupils who choose not to participate are expected to attend school in full uniform.

MATHLETICS

Congratulations to Tia, Austin, Kayla and James in Year 4 for their outstanding effort in maths and for
achieving their gold Mathletics certificate. Fabulous work.
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CHRISTMAS BAUBLES COMPETITION
This week, the House Captains have had the very difficult decision of picking the winning designs in the
Inter-House Christmas Bauble Competition.
Thank you to everyone who took part in this new Saint Nicholas Christmas tradition. The overall
winners are as follows:

Saint Albans - Pippa, Year 5

Saint George - Emilia, Year 3

Saint Francis - Leo, Reception

Saint Christopher - Charlie, Year 5
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THANKSGIVING
Year 4 pupils had a lot of fun celebrating their ‘Thanksgiving’ day. The day was full of exciting activities
including creating a clay Statue of Liberty, making dream catchers and sharing Thanksgiving poems. In
maths, they also made a shopping list for a Thanksgiving meal.

THIS WEEK IN PRE-SCHOOL
This week, pre-school children explored the story of The Gingerbread
Man. They made some gingerbread dough by mixing flour, water and
ginger, decorated their own gingerbread men on paper and also used the
whiteboard to complete some gingerbread counting.
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RANGOLI PATTERNS
The Reception children had a wonderful time using chalk to create rangoli patterns. This then
developed onto independent name, word writing and patterns.

YEAR 4 ART
The Year 4 children have been busy finishing their batik silk painting and have started to cut out the felt
tepees. Next week they will be sewing their Native American tepees together.
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SUPERHERO HAND PUPPETS
In DT, Year 1 pupils have been busy designing their superhero hand puppets, and this week they have
started to create them by learning how to carefully sew the two pieces of fabric together. We can’t
wait to see what the final puppets will look like!

MUSICAL SUCCESS

YEAR 4 MUSIC

A special congratulations to Julia in Form 1SP for
passing her very first ABRSM violin exam this
week. Julia has been working incredibly hard in
her violin lessons and the hard work has paid off
as she passed with flying colours! Julia cannot
wait to take her Grade 1 exam now. Well done
Julia!

Year 4 pupils have been working hard in music
this term and have made an impressive amount
of progress
learning to
play their
violins.
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ODD SOCK DAY
Last Friday was Odd Sock Day in celebration of Anti-Bullying Week. Here are some of the lower school
pupils showing off their colourful footwear.

DATES FOR THE DIARY
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the test of this term:
10th December - Virtual pantomime (Reception to Year 5)
11th December - Christmas parties (Reception to Year 5)

14th December - Christmas film day (Reception to Year 5)
15th December - Christmas enrichment day (Reception to Year 5)
15th December - Christmas lunch
16th December - Last day of term*
*Last day of term finishing times are as follows: Pre-school at 11.30am, Reception to Year 2 at 1pm,
Year 3 to 5 at 1.15pm and Year 6 to 11 at 1.30pm. School buses will depart at 1.45pm.

8

