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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
As I come to write my last ‘From the
Headmaster’s Desk’ for this term, it is
natural to reflect on all that has happened
during the last few months since we had
the full reopening in September. All the
careful preparations and protocols that we
put in place for the return in September
have now just become part of normal
everyday life and I thank everyone in our
School community – pupils, parents and
staff – for doing everything that they can to
keep the site, and everyone on it, safe.
Little did I expect when I became
Headmaster that I would take on a
secondary role as a traffic policeman on the
drive every morning! However, I have
thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to see you all first thing every morning and receive the cheery “Good
morning!” from several cars as they go by. We remain delighted that we are one of very few local schools
– and I do realise before I say it that we still have three days left – that have so far not had to close any
bubbles during the course of this term. Despite the circumstances, there has been a great sense of
purpose during the course of the term: it has been good to see the progress that pupils have been making
and the Year 11 pupils are busy preparing for their mock examinations immediately after Christmas.
Although we are doings differently within the current regulations, I am delighted that we have been able
to have some Christmas activities during the last few days, some of which, like the Nativity you will see
illustrated in this newsletter. Even as I type, I can hear the sound of tutor groups doing the House
Christmas quiz in form time and there will be more activities next week, including Christmas lunch on
Tuesday.
Finally, I want to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and we all hope for a better 2021. Whatever you are
doing to celebrate Christmas, I hope that you have a very enjoyable, restful and safe time. As you enjoy the
festivities, the presents, the lights and the decorations, I also would finish with one biblical verse which
summarises the true meaning of Christmas:
“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son,
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”
Happy Christmas to you all.
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NATIVITY FUN
The children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 had great fun earelier this week when they became film
stars for the day. The video recording for this year’s Nativity play ‘Lights, Camel, Action’, was filmed in
‘bubble’ sections. All the children rose to the challenge of our new way of working in drama and music,
and performed their roles and dances with confidence and enthusiasm. Sadly this year, COVID
restrictions prevented the children from singing in large groups but they successfully performed ‘Away
in a Manger’ and ‘We Wish You a Merry Christmas’ in sign language. Well done to all the children.
Bravo!
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CHRISTINGLE SERVICE
Please find below details of the Christmas services at St Mary’s Church, Old Harlow, in case these are
of interest:
The Church's Christmas services are in church and online this year.
See their website for full details of all events www.stmaryschgate.org.uk
Especially for families, join the Christingle Service on Christmas
Eve 1-4pm - The Church’s Christingle is a bit different this year.
They have organised an interactive trail through the Church to
discover the Nativity Christmas Story, and are supplying a free
Christingle bag to make up at home.
Tickets can be booked online at: www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/stmarys-church-old-harlow-31128298405 or by calling the Parish
Office (01279 432135).
Happy Christmas from everyone at St Mary’s.

YEAR 6,7 & 8 COOKING
Year 6,7 and 8 pupils have been making chocolate yule logs and Christmas cookies this week, with
great success. Well done everyone!
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INFORMATION FROM PERRY UNIFORM
From everyone at Perry’s, we would like to wish all our customers a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year.
Please find below some information for services over the festive period that may be useful to know:


Orders can be placed as usual by creating or logging into your online account over the festive
period.



Next day delivery service will not be available for orders placed after 12 noon on Thursday
17th December. This service will next be available for orders placed before 12 noon on Monday
4th January, subject to stock availability, for delivery on the 5th January.



Orders placed BEFORE 8am on Friday 18th December will be despatched on Friday the 18th
December.



Orders placed AFTER 8am on Friday 18th December and BEFORE 8am on Tuesday 29th
December will be sent out on 29th December.



Orders placed AFTER 8am on 29th December will be despatched on Monday 4th January.

(The above delivery timescales exclude named orders and personalised or temporarily unavailable
items.)


Items returned to us for exchange or refund AFTER Wednesday 16th December will not be
delivered to our warehouse until Monday 4th January. You will receive an automatic email when
we process your return.



Our telephone lines will be closed from 5pm on Friday 18th December 2020 until 9am on
Monday 4th January 2021. During this time we will be monitoring our emails, however replies
may take longer than usual.

You can find the answers to many queries on the advice page on our website : https://
www.perryuniform.co.uk/advice
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CHRISTMAS CRAFTS AND CONCERTS
The pre-school has become ever so sparkly this week as the children have been very busy making lots
of lovely craft items for Christmas. They also performed their Christmas concert, which was recorded
and will be shared for all their parents to enjoy. Beautiful singing Little Saints, well done!

YEAR 4 SCIENCE
Pupils in Form 4HM loved investigating
switches in their science lesson this week. They
needed to build a simple circuit before working
out how to include a switch to break the
circuit. Excellent work and an excellent
lesson.

5

CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY REMINDER
Don’t forget that on Wednesday 16th December, the school will be raising
money for Save the Children through the wearing of casual home clothes and
most importantly, a festive jumper.
Children who participate are encouraged to donate £2 on the day. Please note
that unfortunately due to the current situation, we cannot handle money and
are therefore unable to give out any change.

YEAR 2 CASTLES
This week, Year 2 pupils have continued to work on their
castle project in art and DT. They have been carefully
painting them ready for the finishing touches.

FOOD BANK COLLECTION
On Friday, when the Reception children came into class, they found
that the Kindness Elves had left them a beautiful box and an ‘elf
mail’. Their challenge was to fill the box with donations for
the Harlow Foodbank. They discussed how those less
fortunate might not have money to buy food, and at this
difficult time we can all help them by giving. On Monday,
Mrs Shubrook was overwhelmed by the kind donations and
she went to the foodbank with a car boot packed full of
supplies! Thank you so much to all of the Reception children
and parents for your generosity in such difficult times.
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MATHLETICS

VIRTUAL PANTO

Well done to April, Henry and Isabella in Year
1, for working so hard and achieving their gold
Mathletics certificates.

All lower school children enjoyed watching the
online pantomime, ‘Robin Hood and His Socially
Distant Men’ in school on Thursday.
They followed Robin Hood, Maid Marion and
Little Joan (not Little John!) on their adventures,
and despite being in their classroom bubbles
rather than in a theatre, some children joined in
with dancing and even playing bingo! Laughter
and fun was had by all.

YEAR 1 PUPPET
MAKING
Year 1 children have been busy designing,
making and evaluating their superhero
puppets. They had a lot of fun cutting out
different materials to make their puppet
and here are the impressive final results.
Don’t they look great?
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YEAR 9 & 10 CHRISTMAS COOKING
Pupils in Year 9 and 10 have been making Christmas themed food. What wonderful festive treats!

DATES FOR THE DIARY
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the test of this term:
14th December - Christmas film day (Reception to Year 5)
15th December - Christmas enrichment day (Reception to Year 5)
15th December - Christmas lunch
16th December - Last day of term*
*Last day of term finishing times are as follows: Pre-school at 11.30am, Reception to Year 2 at 1pm,
Year 3 to 5 at 1.15pm and Year 6 to 11 at 1.30pm. School buses will depart at 1.45pm.

HAVE A WONDERFUL CHRISTMAS!
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