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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
It has been a challenging year for so many and the good news
that we have had in recent days about a vaccine for COVID-19 is
very positive and welcome. Even with this good news, everything
that we continue to do remains to keep everyone in our School
community as safe as possible and we remain so grateful for
your cooperation in allowing us to be able do this. However, I
would just draw your attention to the protocols at ‘pick up’ time
in the afternoon, particularly now the evenings are darker and
we need all the pupils to be able to move safely to their cars.
In our own news, we have this week been able to fully use the
Arena at the bottom of the drive. In addition to the flooring that
was put in for the start of term in September, this has now been
fully netted and is being used by the Games Department for
lessons. This has added a valuable facility for the pupils to use in
break times and lessons and I must thank The Friends for funding
this project.
There has been a real sense of preparing for Christmas in the Lower School this week, as many of their
curriculum activities are based around the preparations for Christmas. Advent calendars are being
opened, trees are being decorated and decorations are being made. It is all part of the ‘magic’ of
Christmas in seeing the excitement of our youngest pupils as they look forward to the festive period. You
will also have noticed the lights and decorations as you have come on to the school site, adding a
seasonal feel to our grounds and buildings.
It was Ruth Carter Stapleton who said: “Christmas is most truly Christmas when we celebrate it by giving
the light of love to those who need it most.”

PICK UP IN THE LOWER SCHOOL CAR PARK
Now that the dark winter nights are here we want to ensure the safety of our pupils when being collected
from the sails, at the end of the school day.
Pupils will remain under the sails with the duty staff until your car is parked in an appropriate space,
regardless of their age/school year.
It is essential that you do not call for and collect your child whilst in motion or in a queue of moving traffic.
We appreciate that at times the queue to exit is at a standstill and therefore the duty staff will guide your
child to your car when they deem it safe enough to do
so.
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Thank you for your cooperation.

HOUSE CHRISTMAS BAUBLES
It has been lovely to see the finished Christmas baubles from our House competition and for the
winners to place them on the tree. This new tradition, introduced this year by our Head of Houses, Miss
Perez, provides an exciting addition to the Saint Nicholas Christmas build up.

BARRACUDAS 2021
Barracudas are now taking bookings for 2021 and any parents wishing to
book their children in for a full week can receive a £10 discount by
entering the code HSCH21 in the promotions box.
Due to COVID-19, capacity will be reduced so parents are advised to book
early to secure their child’s place.
In addition to the exclusive Saint Nicholas School discount code, as shown
above, early booking rates are also available until the end of January, after which rates will increase.
Barracudas have assured us that these early bird prices will be their best rates for the entire year, so it’s
a great time to book. Parents can use their discount codes in conjunction with the early booking rates
to ensure they get the best possible deal.
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CHRISTMAS LUNCH
Chef Craig and his team will be serving pupils
and staff a delicious Christmas lunch with all
the trimmings on Tuesday 15th December.

FIRST CHRISTMAS
This week in literacy, Reception pupils have been learning about Christian festivals, with a specific
focus on the First Christmas. The children enjoyed learning all about Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus, and
created some wonderful scenes of the stables, which included all of the key characters.
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GIFTING ADVICE
Many parents have requested information regarding the giving of gifts at school this Christmas. Whilst
we continue to work hard on a daily basis to mitigate risk, we have made the following decisions and
would like to share this advice with you.
Pupils Gifting to Pupils
- Pupils of all ages may only bring in gifts from home on the last day of
term (Wednesday 16th December).
- Pupils may give gifts directly to friends in their own bubble.
- Any pupil wishing to give a gift to a pupil in a different bubble/year
group, must make arrangements to do so outside of school.
- Pupils must not bring gifts or food into school earlier than 16 th
December. If this is done, please be aware the gift will be placed in quarantine until after the holiday
break.
Parents have also requested information regarding the
giving of gifts to teachers, and the following guidelines
are in place if you wish to do so.

Pupils Gifting to Teachers
- Pupils of all ages may only bring in gifts from home on the last day of term (Wednesday 16th
December).
- Pupils may give gifts directly to teachers in their own bubble.
- Pupils wishing to give gifts to teachers/LSAs outside of their bubble, should clearly label them with
the recipient’s name (and sender’s name) and to mitigate risk, avoid pupils moving around the school
and stepping outside their bubble, must place them in the following areas:
- EYFS – Entrance hall to Infant building
- Lower School – In the locker area opposite the Year 5 classrooms
- Middle and Upper school - Tables will be allocated in Mountbatten Hall.
At this point I would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas.
Mrs Hopkins

CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY REMINDER
As mentioned in last week’s newsletter, on Wednesday 16th December the
school will be raising money for Save the Children through the wearing of
casual home clothes and most importantly, a festive jumper.
On the day, pupils are encouraged to bring £2 to school and to drop the money
in the collection bucket that morning, at one of the three drop off points.
Please note that unfortunately due to the current situation, we cannot handle
money and are therefore unable to give out any change.
We hope that all pupils and staff will get into the Christmas spirit and contribute to this wonderful
charity event. Any pupils who choose not to participate
are expected to attend school in full uniform.
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HANUKKAH
This half term, Year 1 pupils have been learning about Judaism. Over the last few lessons, they have
focused on the celebration of Hannukah. In particular, the children have been learning about the
Jewish game, Dreidel, and they have very much enjoyed making their own dreidels, learning the rules
and playing the game with their classmates.

YEAR 3 MATHS
Year 3 children have really enjoyed getting their hands on Mrs Claridge’s money this week! They
ordered coins, made different amounts, and did a little bit of shopping too. There was a lot of counting
and adding, and as you can see, lots of smiles. Well done everyone!
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YEAR 4 SEWING
This week in Year 4, the children have
been busy sewing their tepees. They
perfected their running stitch and cross
stitch. Well done Year 4!

MATHLETICS

KINDNESS ELVES

Congratulations to Max in Form 4P for achieving
his gold Mathletics certificate this week.

The Reception children were very excited by the
arrival of the kindness elves’ earlier this week.
The elves left a letter asking them to help Santa
Claus spread Christmas kindness and cheer, and
each night when the children sleep, the elves
will think of new ways for the children to help
everyone spread kindness.
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YEAR 2 CASTLES
The children in Form 2D have been busy making castles this week and at times it may have got a little
bit messy! They were very excited to be in the art room using all the wonderful resources. Excellent
work as always 2D.

MONEY MATHS

BREAK TIME SNACKS

Recently, Year 2 pupils have been learning about
money. As an extra fun challenge, the children
had to choose the correct coins to make different
amounts using a BeeBot. They enjoyed the lesson
so much that at the end they asked if they could
have a maths lesson like that every week!

Please note that the senior school break time
snack policy is the same as in the lower school Pupils should bring in a snack that is healthy,
nutritious and nut free.
In recent weeks we are seeing an increasing
number of pupils bringing in lollipops, sweets,
and whole packets of biscuits.
During the pandemic, pupils are asked not to
share snacks to reduce the risk of transmission.
Further to this, snacks with high levels of sugar
can have a negative effect on learning and
behaviour.
Please note that as of Monday unhealthy snacks
will be confiscated and returned home with your
child. I do hope you can support us in this
matter.
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PANTO TIME

FESTIVE FUN
The pre-school children have been busy preparing
for Christmas. They have helped to decorate the
tree, have made some healthy reindeer food to
sprinkle out on Christmas Eve and have been
making special Christmas lists to send to Santa.

Unfortunately, trips to the theatre are not
possible this Christmas, but thankfully the
pantomime fun will still be coming to Saint
Nicholas. On Thursday 10th December, ‘Robin
Hood and His Socially Distanced Men’ will be
shown virtually to all lower school pupils to enjoy
in their year group bubbles. Oh yes it will!

DATES FOR THE DIARY
Please see below useful dates for your diary for the test of this term:
10th December - Virtual pantomime (Reception to Year 5)
11th December - Christmas parties (Reception to Year 5)

14th December - Christmas film day (Reception to Year 5)
15th December - Christmas enrichment day (Reception to Year 5)
15th December - Christmas lunch
16th December - Last day of term*
*Last day of term finishing times are as follows: Pre-school at 11.30am, Reception to Year 2 at 1pm,
Year 3 to 5 at 1.15pm and Year 6 to 11 at 1.30pm. School buses will depart at 1.45pm.
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YEAR 1 SCIENCE
This week the Year 1 children have been testing different materials to see which would be the best
material to make Superman's cape waterproof. They poured water over each material and discussed
what happened to it within their groups. The recorder in each group noted the results on an iPad.
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SPORTS RESPORT
KEY STAGE 1 GYMNASTICS
Key Stage 1 children are learning about travelling, balancing, jumping, rolling and turning. They are
trying to show variety in movements, answering open ended tasks that encourage creativity and are
also working on trying to improve their performance by employing muscle tension.
Here are the Reception
pupils balancing on different
bases and employing muscle
tension to avoid wobbling.
They're encouraged to hold
tricky balances for three
seconds.

Here are some of the Year 1 pupils performing sideways rolls. They are finding ways to change their
rolls by altering the positioning of their arms and legs.

They also learned how to perform a forward roll safely whilst tucking their chin onto their chest and
lifting their hips high. Those who are able to do this well are encouraged to finish their roll standing tall
with their feet together.
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Here are some Year 2 pupils performing a sequence of several movements combined together. After
this, they went on to begin some partner work. Well done to everyone for working so hard.

PE AND GAMES KIT
Dear Parents,
Thank you for your support in ordering the correct PE and Games kit for your son/daughter.
We would like to remind you that after Christmas pupils will only be allowed to wear a school tracksuit.
Hopefully, any outstanding orders should arrive before this time.
The expectation is that all pupils should have either tracksuit bottoms or skins covering their legs when
not in a PE or games lesson.
Many thanks for your continued support.
Mr Tucker
11

