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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
On Wednesday of this week, along with the rest of the country, we marked Remembrance Day. As we
were not able to all gather together outside this year, we had an online Act of Remembrance that
everyone played in their classrooms at the same time, in order to be able to stop for the two minutes of
silence at 11am. I am grateful to our Head Boy and Head Girl, Thomas and Erin; our Deputy Head Boy and
Deputy Head Girl, Oliver and Lizzie, and Scarlett from Year 2 for taking part in the online
commemoration. The Last Post and Reveille were played by our trumpet teacher, Andrew Bowerman,
which was recorded for the online video, and he also played them outside Hillingdon House on
Wednesday morning. I would also like to thank Mr Knott who put the whole Remembrance video
together.
I never cease to be amazed how
sensitive pupils are to the issue of
Remembrance: why we wear
poppies and stop and mark the
two minutes of silence on
11th November. As we get further
away in time from the First World
War – now over 100 years ago –
the interest in it, far from
diminishing, is growing with more
and more people visiting the First
World War battlefields in recent
years. 20 years ago I had the
privilege of reciting the
exhortation that we used as part
of our commemoration this week, under the Menin Gate in Ypres where 54,896 names of the missing are
recorded. It was a humbling moment. A year or so later I went to the ceremony again and, on that
occasion, I heard a survivor of the First World War recite the same words. He and his comrades are now
all long gone, but we at Saint Nicholas have, in our own way, commemorated all they and many others
across the years did for us.
“They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.”
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THIS WEEK IN PRE-SCHOOL
On Wednesday, to mark Remembrance Day, pre-school children took part in some poppy themed
activities. They made their own poppy pictures using peppers, apples and corks, made a special poppy
wreath by placing on their own individual poppy which looked beautiful, and took part in the two
minute silence while watching the sand timer to keep track of the time.

LEST WE FORGET
As mentioned in the Headmaster’s piece on
the previous page, earlier this week the
school community came together in its own
special way to mark Remembrance Day. A
two minute silence was observed by
everyone as we remembered those
incredible servicemen and women who
served our country and sadly lost their lives
in past wars. Reception children also created
a wonderful wall of poppies which was a beautiful tribute.

IMPORTANT: END OF TERM TIMINGS
Please note a change of timings to the end of the final day of term, which will be the case going
forwards:
Pre-school ends at 11.30am (no change)
Reception-Year 2 finish at 1.00pm
Year 3-5 finish at 1.15pm
Year 6-11 finish at 1.30pm
School buses depart at 1.45pm
Further details about brunch/lunch provision will be sent in due course.
A full list of term dates can be seen on the website at
2 https://www.saintnicholasschool.net/school-life/
term-dates/

MATHLETICS
Well done to Jacob, Murtaza and Emilia in Year 3 and Tasrea in Year 4 for recently achieving their gold
Mathletics certificates. Great work!

YEAR 1 MATHS
On Wednesday, in their maths lesson, Year 1 pupils were focusing
on capacity. Working in groups, they carefully measured the
capacity of different containers in cupfuls and recorded the results
on a table. They found that the biggest container held 21 cupfuls!

On Thursday, the children were comparing weights using a
balance scale. All pupils were given a certain
weight and worked together to find objects
that were heavier
and lighter, before
then comparing the
objects to
determine the
heaviest.
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YEAR 1 SUPER HERO SURVIVAL DAY
Last Friday, Year 1 children celebrated their 'Superhero Survival Day'. The day began with a superhero
themed Olympic Games in PE, at the end of which the first and second placed teams were able to take
their places on the podium. After this, the children enjoyed sketching superheroes and making their
own superhero mask before working as a team to save the superheroes with magnets in science.
What a super-powered, fun-filled day!
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YEAR 4 UPDATE
It’s been a another busy couple of weeks in Year 4. Last week, pupils were invited to apply to be on the
School Council. Keen applicants were asked to complete an application form and present a short
speech outlining why they would make an excellent school councillor. Mrs Peckham was very
impressed with their speeches and ideas of ways to improve the school.

In science last week, Form 4HM demonstrated their
presenting skills, by carrying out some research around
their new topic for this term - electricity - and
presenting their findings to the rest of the class. For
their next lesson, they will be putting some of their
knowledge to the test by building circuits.

Meanwhile, in their art
lessons, pupils have been busy
creating their own Native
American batik designs. They
chose their favourite symbols
from last week's lesson and
then carefully used PVA glue
on their silk squares to trace
over their designs. Well done
Year 4 on some great work
over the past week.
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