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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
It is lovely to have returned to
school after the half term break
and there is, once again, a really
positive ‘buzz’ around the
buildings, with people pleased to
be back. However, I am also
aware that I am writing this at
another time of uncertainty, as
we have just begun the second
period of national lockdown. I am
very conscious that this brings
anxiety for many in our
community and I want to assure
you that we are continuing to do
everything that we can to keep
everyone safe and well. Since half
term, we have increased some of
our safeguards and I thank you all
for your cooperation in following
the guidelines and protocols that
we have at Saint Nicholas.
In many ways, this is one of the
most enjoyable half terms of the academic year that we have ahead of us, with so many things for us to
look forward to doing. I am very pleased to say that we are still looking forward to doing many of those
things, we are just going to find different ways of doing them and, although we were not able to hold our
usual bonfire and fireworks night celebrations this week, you will see from this newsletter how Reception
have been marking the event in their lessons. It constantly impresses me how inventive and creative the
pupils and teachers are in finding new ways to do things and to remain with the firework theme, I
conclude with the following quote: “You have to find what sparks a light in you so that you in your own
way can illuminate the world.”
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BABY NEWS
We have some happy news to share. On Friday
23rd October, Mr and Mrs Schofield-Paffett
welcomed Pippa Emily to the world (left
photo), weighing in at 8lb 3oz, and a few days
later, on Monday 26th October, Mr and Mrs
Jackson welcomed Woody Lloyd (right photo),
weighing in at 9lb 4oz. Congratulations to both
families, we hope you are all doing well and
enjoying those newborn cuddles.

POLAR EXPLORERS
Year 5 pupils enjoyed their ‘Polar Explorers’
enrichment day on the Thursday before half term.
This linked in with the Year 5 geography topic of
world biomes, with a particular focus on ‘frozen
kingdoms’. After exploring the school grounds
wearing their polar themed explorers outfits, the
children completed a number of activities relating to
the Arctic and Antarctic. They learned about
famous explorers such as Robert Falcon Scott and Ernest Shackleton, thought about what items they
may need to take with them on a polar expedition and also carried out research on polar bears and
penguins. A fun day was had by all!

BARRACUDAS
Barracudas are pleased to announce that whilst they were unfortunately
unable to operate their camps this year, they will be back again for the
2021 seasons and will open for bookings later this month.
To keep children safe at camp whilst offering the maximum fun they
expect, places will be limited due to reduced capacity at each venue.
Due to the increased costs associated with operating camps under Covid guidelines they have had to
put their prices up a little, but they will still have great early booking rates available, offering their
best prices for the year, so you are advised to book quickly to ensure the best price.
For more information visit www.barracudas.co.uk. 2

ISA FILM AND DIGITAL ART COMPETITION
The ISA Film & Digital Art Competition is held annually and is a fantastic opportunity to combine both
creative and technical skills, to produce art works in the digital genre. The three categories, Computer
Animation, Short Film and Digital Art offer a range of ways for pupils to explore and showcase their
work.
Congratulations to our winners and well done to everyone who took part in the competition this year.
The results are as follows along with some of the judges’ comments:
Computer Animation
Key Stage 2
1st place: Charles (Year 6) - ‘The Heist’. “Photos and animation combined to tell the gripping story of a
stickman breaking into The Louvre to steal a crown. The skilled animation and great choice of music
made this a thrilling watch, with - crucially - a compelling visual narrative. Hopefully this is a
springboard to more films. Congratulations!” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O3HY1wCUQhc
2nd place: Cooper (Year 6) - ‘Parkour’. “This witty, well-animated short film shows a stickman
attempting ever-greater stunts in a cityscape. The stickman's challenges became greater and greater obstacles are the key to a good story. Really well done.” https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=pthuMVKBCZE
Key Stage 3
3rd place: Rose (Year 8) - ‘Animal Animation’. “This bouncing guinea pig was hilariously animated, well
done.” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R5tqPJtIAGQ
Digital Art

Key Stage 2
3rd place: Finley (Year 6) ‘Self-portrait with Hat’.
Key Stage 3
Highly Commended: Rhian
(Year 8) - ‘Sunshine Portrait’.
Congratulations to our
winners and well done to
everyone who took part in the
competition this year: Alice
(Year 7), Charlotte (Year 7),
Jameson (Year 7), Maria (Year 7), Jack (Year 8), Jahzara (Year 8),
Olivia (Year 9), Ruben (Year 9) and Polly (Year 7).

POLITE REMINDER
Please ensure that your child has everything that they need with them at school each day. Due to the
current situation, office staff are no longer able to deliver water bottles or PE kit for example to
individual classes, as all staff need to stay in their own bubbles to ensure we keep everyone as safe as
possible. Thank you for your cooperation with this.
3

REMEMBER, REMEMBER...
This week in Reception, the children have been learning all about the celebration of bonfire night. In
PSHE they learnt about firework safety and created their own safety posters. During outdoor fun they
made their very own Reception bonfire and used their imagination to pretend that they were warming
themselves by a hot fire, and during creative development they created beautiful firework pictures
using chalk and pastels. Lovely work Reception.

REMEMBRANCE CELEBRATION
As you are no doubt aware, normally at this time of year the prefects would be
busy selling poppies in their break and lunch times in order to raise money for the
Royal British Legion, in preparation for our Remembrance Service at school.
In line with our current risk assessment and COVID guidelines, unfortunately we
are unable to do this in school this year. You may wish to donate to the Royal
British Legion via their website, by clicking on the donate button, or purchasing
something from the online shop - https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/poppy-appeal
On Wednesday 11th November, we will take part in a virtual service and will mark the day with a two
minutes’ silence within each class bubble. Please feel free to send your child to school next week with a
poppy attached to their blazer if they wish to do so.
Mrs Hopkins
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SAVE THE PLANET
During half term, big hearted Hughie in Reception decided that he wanted to save the planet and go
litter picking. So he and his mum popped to the forest and this is what they found! What a wonderful
thing to do!

RAINBOWS AND ROCKETS
The pre-school children in the Butterfly room have been exploring colour this week. They used the
powder paints to decorate the outside area, and had lots of fun mixing colours together. They also
explored colourful fruits and made their own colourful fruit rockets for snack time. Nature also
provided a beautiful rainbow which the children spotted on the decking. What a colourful week!

5

YEAR 5 HISTORY
On Thursday, Year 5 pupils enjoyed an enrichment activity day based on their history topic of World
War 2 evacuees.
The children dressed the part and made gas mask boxes and evacuee address labels, as well as giving
some thought to what it would be like to be an evacuee away from home. They also produced Blitz
skyline art work and enjoyed practising hiding under their school desks when the air raid siren went
off.

YEAR 4 HUMANITIES
This week, Year 4 have been learning about North and South America, and have been using the atlases
to find their capital cities and the oceans which surround them.
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YEAR 2 ENGLISH
This week, Year 2 pupils have had fun learning about instructions. In English they carefully followed
the instructions to make themselves some spy binoculars!

YEAR 1 FRUIT KEBABS
On the Friday before half term, Year 1 children made the fruit kebabs they had been designing in art.
Fabulous work Year 1!
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SPORTS REPORT
NEW SIGNING FOR ARSENAL
Congratulations to Jack in Year 8 who has signed a two
year football academy contract with Arsenal FC. Jack
started his trial back in January but had to re-start in
September when the academies re-opened. We wish him
every success, well done Jack!

PE AND GAMES KIT
Thank you for your patience over the last few weeks with the delay in
ordering and receiving new PE and games kit.
We are pleased to inform you that Perry now have a full complement of
PE and games kit for parents to order over the coming weekend.
The main item that most pupils still require is the school waterproof tracksuit. Until now a plain blue
or black tracksuit has been permitted, however, pupils should now order the school waterproof
tracksuit to wear over the top of their PE and games kit. With the changeable weather and winter fast
approaching, pupils will need the extra warmth and water resistance provided by the school tracksuit
and will feel comfortable and protected from the elements.
Please could we ask that if possible, the relevant items are ordered over the weekend or as soon as
possible.
(Please note, the following tracksuit bottom sizes 20w20 & 26w28 will be back in stock from the 14th
November)
Thank you for your continued support.
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YEAR 4 INTER-HOUSE BENCH BALL
Well done to Saint George who won the Year 4 inter-house bench ball tournament at the end of half
term.
Pupils played brilliantly, with lots of skills on show. The point scoring was so close that St Francis, St
Albans and St Christopher all finished in joint second place. Congratulations on a very competitive
tournament.
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