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We have made it! Half term has arrived 
and it is with a great sense of pride and 
achievement that we can all look back 
on the last six weeks and all that has 
been accomplished. This newsletter is, 
once again, full of all the things that we 
have been doing in the last week and I 
would like to make particular mention of 
the Eastern Region ISA Art competition 
which Saint Nicholas hosted online last 
Saturday. If you have not yet seen the 
exhibition and results, you can find both 
videos on the School’s YouTube channel 
and the exhibition is definitely worth 
viewing. It was also great to see how 
many of our pupils were awarded places 
in the different categories and the David 
Bown Cup was also awarded to an entry 
from Saint Nicholas. For those pupils 
who achieved first place in any of the 
categories, their work will now go forward to the national final. Well done to the pupils that were given 
awards and congratulations to all who took part. 
 

Whilst there continue to be things which we are prevented from doing, the last six weeks have shown us 
what we are able to achieve by participating in many of the same activities, but finding new ways in 
which to do them and it has been wonderful to see both staff and pupils collaborating with ideas. 
 

I hope that you all enjoy a restful and safe half term break and we very much look forward to seeing all 
the pupils again on Monday 2nd November. In the meantime, I will conclude, as I have done before at the 
start of a holiday period, with the words of my favourite Irish blessing – words which continue to seem so 
poignant to us in these challenging times – “May God hold you safely in the palm of his hand until we 
meet again.” 

FROM THE HEADMASTER’S  DESK 
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HELLO YELLOW 
Report by Henry, Year 11 Prefect 
 

On Friday 9th October, the whole school took part in #HelloYellow to spread awareness about mental 
health and raise vital funds that help to give people the support they need. Pupils wore yellow 
accessories throughout the day, decorated their form rooms in keeping with the yellow theme in, and 
took part in a HelloYellow themed quiz. A lot of effort went into the form room decoration and the 
winners from each Key Stage are as follows: 
KS1 - Form 2D 
KS2 - Form 4P 
KS3 - Form 6B 
KS4 - Form 9W 
 

Thank you to everyone that 
took part and donated 
towards this fantastic 
event.  
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ISA REGIONAL ART WINNERS  
We are pleased to announce Saint Nicholas School’s results of the ISA Regional Art Competition. We 
received seven 1st prizes, five 2nd prizes, four Highly Commended awards and Matilda (from last’s 
year’s Year 11) was awarded The David Bown Cup.  
 

Our first prize winners are: 
Henry (Year 7) - A View From a Window; Beau (Year 10) - Galaxy; Niaya  (Year 4) - Freedom; Freya (last 
year’s Year 11) - Wire Shadow; Jack (Year 8) - Blossom; Matilda (last year’s Year 11) - Repeat Pattern; 
and Olivia (Year 9) - A View From a Window.  
 

Our second prize winners are: 
Year 3’s group entry - I Want To Break Free!; Freya (last year’s Year 11) - Sketchbook; Lucy (Year 8) - 
Moon; Nancy (Year 3) - Lowry; and Poppy (Last year’s Year 11) - Portrait.  
 

Our Highly Commended winners are: 
Freya (last year’s Year 11) - Elephant; Year 1’s group entry - Our Dino Nest; Pippa (Year 5) - 
Sketchbook; and Louis (Year 7) - Portrait.  
 

A huge well done to all of our entries. The first prize winners (whose artwork is pictured below) will 
now go through to the National Art Finals in February and we wish them all the very best of luck. 
 

The full gallery of regional exhibition entries can be viewed online here - St Nicholas School YouTube 

Channel. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8zRYsmnyoesb-a_D6UC-Fw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8zRYsmnyoesb-a_D6UC-Fw
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MATHLETICS  

 

PRE-SCHOOL PUMPKINS 

Congratulations to Julia in Year 1 and Oliver in Year 5 who have both recently achieved their gold 
Mathletics certificates. Well done for working so hard.  

In pre-school this week, the children have been exploring pumpkins, including looking at their colour, 
texture and weight. They looked at the inside of a pumpkin and enjoyed scooping out the seeds, as well 
as hammering golf tees into the skin of the halved fruit.    
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CHRISTMAS CARD COMPETITION 
The Saint Nicholas School Christmas card 
competition is continuing to run until 
Friday 6th November, so there is still 
plenty of time for children to complete 
their designs. 
 
The winning card will be printed and 
sent to other schools and supporters of 
the School.  
 
Good luck to everyone entering.  

 

SCHOOL WATER BOTTLES  
Saint Nicholas School water bottles can now be purchased from 
the office for £3 each.  
 

Please email the office if you would like your child to purchase 
one and the cost will be added to your invoice.  
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
The lower school children have been learning about different black men and women who have played 
an important and positive role in Black History, such as Rosa Parks, Garrett Morgan and Lilian Bader.  
 

Just have a look at some of their work - we are incredibly proud of them! 

 

THE MAGIC BED  
In English this week, Year 1 pupils have been learning about the 
story ‘The Magic Bed’, and the children worked in groups to order 
the beginning, middle and end of the story.  
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OUR AMAZING PLANET 

 

YEAR 2 ART  

Year 4 pupils have been 
exploring how the equator, 
longitude, latitude and the 
tropics help us to 
understand the different 
areas and climates of our 
amazing planet. This week, 
they explored the tropics 
and created weather 
reports for selected 
destinations. There are 
definitely some future 
Saint Nicholas TV weather 
reporters in the making! 

Year 2 pupils have been continuing their LS Lowry art theme. This week they have been using charcoal 
to draw buildings and matchstick people, as well as practising the use of watercolours to create a 
background.  They have been working very hard and have produced some fantastic pieces of  work. 
Well done Year 2. 
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LOWRY DAY 
On Friday 9th October, Year 2 pupils continued with their study of LS Lowry by holding a Lowry Day, 
for which they had great fun dressing up as famous artists!   
 

The children looked at Lowry’s VE Day painting and recreated their own version following the skills 
they have learnt this term. In the afternoon, they looked at Jacob Lawrence and had to complete the 
other side of the painting.  
 

It was a wonderful day full of amazing, artistic children.  



9 

 

 

NATURE WALK 
As part of their enrichment day on Wednesday, Year 4 pupils had a fantastic afternoon on their nature 
walk. They were looking at living things and their habitats, which linked to their science topic. Many 
photos were taken which the children then made into an iMovie or PowerPoint to present their find-
ings.  

 

YEAR 8 FREE COOK 
There were some spooky goings on in the Year 8 free cooking lesson this week... 
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BLUE ABYSS 
Year 4 pupils have been creating and 
painting their clay sea creatures to put into 
their seascape, linking to their current topic, 
‘Blue Abyss’. As you can see by their 
expressions, a lot of concentration and 
detail went into making their creations  
perfect.  

 

FRUIT KEBABS 
Over the last few weeks, Year 1 have been trying different kinds of fruit and creating different fruit 
kebab designs. This week they chose their final design and created a fruit kebab collage using tissue 
paper.  
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INSTRUCTION WRITING  
Year 1 pupils have been learning about writing and following instructions. They learned about the 
main features of instructions and in particular, about ‘bossy verbs’. The children then wrote their own 
instructions on how to make a ‘smiley face’ biscuit. Once the instructions were complete, they had lots 
of fun carefully following them to create their very own version.  
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INTER-HOUSE SPORTS COMPETITION  
 

As you can see from the enthusiastic smiles and bright house colours below, the inter-house sports 
week was a big hit with Saint Nicholas pupils. 
 

Whether it was bench ball in the lower school, non contact rugby and netball in the middle school or 
cricket and table tennis in the upper school, all pupils were 100% competitive and determined to 
represent their house with the passion it deserved! 
 

Each house was awarded house points depending on their final year group positioning. Plus extra 
points for outfits and accessories. 
 

Overall combined year group winners were: 
Year 3 - St George 
Year 4 - To be announced after half term 
Year 5 - St George/St Albans 
Year 6 - St Christopher  
Year 7 - St Francis/St Albans  
Year 8 - St George 
Year 9 - St Christopher  
Year 10 - St Albans 
Year 11 - St Christopher 
 

The PE department would like to say a big well down to every 
Saint Nicholas pupil who played their role in promoting our 
ethos of ‘striving to better’, and fully embracing the house 
system. 

 

 
 

SPORTS REPORT 
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EYFS AND KEY STAGE 1 PE 
 
Despite COVID safety measures being in place, there is still lots of action in Key Stage 1 and EYFS PE.  
 

The pupils are continuing to use all the equipment they would usually use during their PE and games 
lessons, and the teachers are cleaning and sanitising the equipment between lessons with other 
bubbles. Pupils use hand sanitiser at the start and end of each lesson and the sports hall double doors 
and exterior windows are staying open to allow good air circulation throughout lessons. We are 
continuing to review cleaning and safety measures to ensure we are doing everything we can to keep 
pupils and adults safe during PE and games.  
 

Thank you for leaving the pupils' plimsolls at school for use in the sports hall, as the training shoes they 
come to school in on PE and games lesson days need to be kept out of the sports hall to keep the floor 
clean.  
 

Next half term, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 pupils will be taking part in gymnastics mat work on 
Thursdays in the sports hall. These lessons will require bare feet and we would ask that any veruccas 
are covered with plasters for these sessions.  Gymnastics mats will be cleaned between lessons with 
other bubbles and plimsolls will need to stay in school for all other indoor lessons.  
 

Below are some photos of Year 1 pupils doing some ribbon work.  
 

Mrs Fitch  
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 YEAR 2 PE  
 

Earlier this week, Year 2 pupils enjoyed a fun PE session with Miss Dutton, which practised many 
different skills including teamwork. The lesson even included some links to maths and English as pupils 
had to work together to make different shapes and letters, before Miss Dutton brought the session to 
a close with some calming yoga. Great work, Year 2!  

 
 


