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fhgfdgdfgdg 2016           Friday 13th March, 2020 

 
 FROM THE HEADMASTER’S  DESK 

 

I am sure that you will not mind if I 
devote my section of the Newsletter this 
week to the issue of coronavirus. The 
closure of schools in Ireland yesterday 
has obviously led to more questions 
being asked and, whilst I have written to 
parents on two occasions in the last 
couple of weeks, I want to ensure that 
you are aware of steps we would take 
should they prove necessary. I am 
grateful to those parents who have told 
us how they have appreciated the way in 
which we have been dealing with the 
situation. 
 
We continue to look at the situation on a daily basis and I receive a briefing paper from the Department 
for Education every day. So far, we have no awareness of any cases within School and we are keeping 
activities, fixtures and trips going, although they are also reviewed on a daily basis leading up to 
departure. At the time of writing and following government advice, we are now reviewing the ski trip. We 
accept that some parents may not wish for their children to participate in offsite activities at this time and 
we fully respect that decision. 
 
In terms of day to day, in line with government guidelines, if your child is showing the symptoms of a 
cough and/ or a temperature of 37.8 degrees and above, please keep them at home for a week. If 
symptoms continue after the seven days, please contact NHS 111. 
 
I also wanted to be able to reassure you that if there is a point where the School needs to close, we are in 
a position to provide work remotely and teachers will be available on email during the normal working 
day during term time. Links for accessing the work will only be provided if and when the School closes. 
There is obviously a concern for Year 11 pupils as they approach their GCSE examinations and we will take 
the guidance from the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ) and respond appropriately. 
 
In the meantime, we remain open and, if you have not already done so, please complete the 
questionnaire sent out on Wednesday in relation to travel plans for Easter.  
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OUR DIVERSE PLANET 
As part of British Science Week, Reception children have been learning about space, focusing on the 
moon. In particular, pupils have been learning about our diverse planet and how it is very different to 
the moon. During PSHE the children shared the story ‘Beegu’ which tells the story about an alien who 
lands on earth looking very different to everyone else. Unlike the adults in the story, the children accept 
Beegu and they become friends. This led to some class discussion about how everyone is different and 
about how diverse our planet is, with many different languages and cultures. Everyone agreed that it is 
alright to be different because that is what makes each person unique. The discussion then led on to 
talking about where each person was born, where their other family members were born, evolution and 
how the dinosaurs became extinct! What an interesting lesson, full of fantastic conversation!  

 

YEAR 2 ART  
In their art lesson last Friday, Form 2N pupils experimented with mixing colours. They used primary 
colours to make secondary colours and also made a variety of tertiary colours.   
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CRUCIAL CREW 
 

 

MATHLETICS  

On Wednesday, Year 6 children were very excited to visit The Latton Bush Centre in Harlow, to take 
part in Crucial Crew, which is an interactive safety initiative, based around key life skills, aimed at 10 to 
11 year olds. In particular, the programme teaches children how to tackle the dangers they may 
encounter in everyday life.  
 

The children took part in a number of interactive scenarios which required them to make decisions 
relating to fire safety, recycling, road safety, first aid, dangers around heavy goods vehicles and 
personal safety. The scheme also covered other serious issues such as Internet Safety and County Lines 
and also considered the question - ‘What is a healthy relationship?’.  The children learned many 
valuable safety lessons including the recovery position. Practising this skill, will certainly help to 
reinforce their learning, and who knows, it could potentially save a life one day! 

Congratulations to Georgia in Year 1 for achieving her gold 
certificate in mathematics this week.  
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AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR VISIT 
On Wednesday, Reception pupils were very excited to meet author and illustrator, Steven Smallman. 
He shared a selection of his stories and, with the help of the children, created a scene using animals. 
The children even invented a new animal, ‘The Zebracorn’ and are going to be very busy over the next 
few days planning and creating their own stories using the wonderful pictures as inspiration.  

 

YEAR 2 SCIENCE  
In science this week, the Year 2 children have been outside looking at different habitats and micro 
habitats. Working in groups, they explored different habitats and noted down the different plants and 
animals.  
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OPTIONS  
Many thanks to all the parents and pupils in Year 8 who have already returned their Option 
Choices. May we remind you that these forms need to be in by the end of the day on Friday 13th 
March.  If this is not possible, please return them as soon as possible, since allocations cannot begin 
until all forms have been received. 
 

Many thanks, 
Mrs Walker and Mr Wilson 

 

PRE-SCHOOL COOKING  
On Wednesday, during pre-school’s weekly cooking sessions, the children helped to chop vegetables 
which were then placed in the soup maker to make a delicious vegetable soup. Well done children, 
great cooking skills.  

 

SCIENCE MUSEUM 
Pupils in Year 5 very much enjoyed their visit to the Science Museum in 
London on Thursday. The Wonderlab was a big hit with everyone, with 
hands-on interactive sections based on scientific themes including space, 
sound, light, forces and materials. The friction slide was a particular 
highlight for many!  
 

They also looked around the ‘Exploring Space’ gallery (which links well to 
the children’s science topic on space) and saw Tim Peake’s space pod.  
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YEAR 2 PSHE  
 

 

YEAR 1 ART  

This half term in PSHE the children in Year 2 are learning about money. Last Friday they talked about 
earning and completed various chores in order to earn money which they could then spend at Miss 
North's shop. They shined their shoes, sharpened pencils, tidied their desks, cleaned their whiteboards 
and tidied the book corner. What busy bees they were!  

This week in art, the dinosaur fun has been continuing in Year 1 with the children painting their 
dinosaur eggs.  
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Please see below useful save the dates for the next few weeks: 

 

 14th March - NSEA Show Jumping Qualifier 
 

 16th March - Reception Mother’s Day assembly 
 

 18th March - Pre-school Mother’s Day pamper session 
 

 18th March - Year 8 Rotary Club Young Chef Cook Off (2.50pm - 5pm) 
 

 19th March - Year 4 trip to Legoland 
 

 19th March - Open Morning for parents of prospective nursery, pre-
school, Reception and Infant pupils  

 

 20th March - Year 11 interim reports issued 
 

 20th March - Parents and pupils golf day (10am - 3pm) 
 

 20th March - Reception trip to Bowdells Farm (9.15am - 2.30pm) 
 

 20th March - Year 11 driving lesson (12.45pm - 4.30pm) 
 

 24th March - Maths Team Challenge (Cambridge) 
 

 25th March - GCSE drama performance to parents (time tbc) 
 

 25th March - Year 7 Rotary Club Young Chef Cook Off (2.50pm - 5pm) 
 

 26th March - Pre-school trip to the theatre to see Room on the Broom (Hertford theatre, 12.45pm - 
3.30pm) 

 

 27th March - Year 10 full reports issued 
 

 27th March - Term ends* 
 

 28th March - Ski trip departs  
 

*End of term timings - 11.30am for pre-school, 11.45am for Reception - Yr 2, Midday for Yr 3 - 5, 
12.15pm for Yr 6 - 11. School buses depart at 12.30pm.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

SAVE THE DATES 

 

YEAR 1 ENGLISH 
This week, the Year 1 children have written letters to Sir 
David Attenborough, asking him for advice on looking 
after animals and saving the planet. There was some 
lovely work, well done! 
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SPORTS REPORT 
DANCE  
 

Year 3 pupils have been creating group shapes for their dance compositions with Mrs Fitch. They have 
been using different levels to add variety to their shapes. Here are some photos of some of the group 
shapes they have created.  


