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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
I find it almost unbelievable that we are already at the half term break and that I have completed my first
half term in the Saint Nicholas community. At one level it does not seem long since I was speaking to all
the staff on the INSET day back in January, but at another level, I feel as if I have been here for far longer
and I feel tremendously settled. However, there is nothing better in the spring term than reaching that
point where you move from arriving at school in the dark in the morning, to arriving at school in the light!
We have fitted so much into the last six weeks, but in this final week before half term, I must particularly
mention the lower school production of ‘Peter Pan’ which was performed on Wednesday and Thursday.
The children of Years 3, 4 and 5 literally transported us to another place as they performed that well
known story. The excitement amongst the children as they have rehearsed, and the commitment of the
teachers has been outstanding. I would also like to thank the Year 9 pupils, who worked behind the
scenes at the performance as part of the stage management and technical teams - yet another example
of how our pupils support each other.

So as half term begins, I wish you all a good break and ask that all the pupils reflect on the things that
they have achieved this term so far and it seems appropriate this week to quote from J.M. Barrie’s play
‘Peter Pan’ as we reflect on our various activities: “It is not in doing what you like, but in liking what you
do that is the secret of happiness.”
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MATHLETICS
Congratulations to Matilda in
Year 1, George in Year 4, and
William in Year 5 who have all
achieved their gold Mathletics
certificates. Well done.

WORLD CANCER WEEK
Last week was World Cancer Week and this year's theme focuses on an individual’s commitment to
act.
This year Mrs Shubrook has committed to running the London Marathon (26.2 miles) to help the
charity, Children with Cancer to achieve a world where every child and young person diagnosed with
cancer survives.
Last Friday, to mark this day, Mrs Shubrook led Reception’s weekly PE lesson and the children ran 12k
between them (which symbolises the twelve children and young people diagnosed with cancer in the
UK every day). All of the children enjoyed joining in and completing laps of the pathway around the
grounds and everyone received a medal for their efforts. Well done!
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PETER PAN
Congratulations to everyone involved in the lower school production of Peter Pan, which was
performed to audiences on Wednesday and Thursday this week. It was clear to see that a lot of hard
work had gone into the production and it was thoroughly enjoyed by the performers and the audience
members. Well done everyone!
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COLCHESTER ZOO
The Year 1 children had a lot of fun at Colchester Zoo last Friday. They particularly enjoyed feeding the
giraffes and elephants, going on a Madagascar adventure train ride and seeing the ring tailed lemurs
sunbathing in the glorious sunshine. A fantastic day was had by all.
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A THEATRE PLAY EN FRANCAIS
On Thursday, pupils from Years 3 - 7 were treated to a play avec une
différence, called ‘Ecris-moi’, a French Onatti Theatre production
with professional French actors. The play was about two teenagers,
one French and one British, who were surprised to find out that
their pen pal is not quite the person they thought he/she was!
It proved to be a very worthwhile and enjoyable experience, in
which pupils developed their listening skills whilst having a lot of
fun. Some of them were even asked to help with the props in the
story and there was plenty of audience participation!
Here are some of their comments afterwards: “It was easy to
understand because of the visuals and some help in
English”; “I thought it was absolutely amazing!”; “It made
me happy and I could see lots of smiling faces in the
audience”; “I learnt some new phrases”; “The acting was
of a high standard”; “It was a fun way to learn”.
Super!
Monique Adair, Head of Languages

VALENTINES IN PRE-SCHOOL
On Tuesday, the pre-school children enjoyed a special
Valentine’s snack during which the children practised
their spreading skills by buttering the bread and
jam. They then used a heart shaped cutter to create
their special love themed sandwich.
After their snack, the children walked to the eco
garden where they fed the leftover bread to the
hungry birds. Whilst they were there, they listened
very carefully and heard some birdsong and also
spotted a few feathered friends.
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YEAR 1 ART
This week in Year 1, the children have created animal collages inspired by the Eric Carle books. They
read the story ‘Slowly, Slowly, Slowly, Said The Sloth’, to help as inspiration for their artwork.

YEAR 2 ART
This week, Year 2 pupils have been busy designing and making sculptures in art, using the theme,
‘Inside and Outside’. Great work, well done.
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SCHOOL OF ROCK REHEARSALS
A couple of School of Rock rehearsals were missed off last week’s schedule so here is the full list again:
Date

Who is Called

Venue

Wednesday 12th Feb

Rosalie Mullins

Music Room

Thursday 13th Feb

‘Kids’ in the Band and Dewey

Music Room

Wednesday 26th Feb

Teachers and Parents

Music Room

Thursday 27th Feb

Full company

Theatre

Wednesday 4th March

Dewey, Ned, Patti, Theo, Doug, Bob, Snake and Spider

Music Room

Thursday 5th March

Year 8 parents evening – no call on this evening

th

Wednesday 11 March

Dewey and Rosalie

Music Room

Thursday 12 March

Full company

Theatre

Wednesday 18th March

Teachers and Parents

Music Room

Thursday 19th March

Full company

Theatre

‘Kids’ in the Band and Dewey

Music Room

Full company

Theatre

th

th

Wednesday 25 March
th

Thursday 26 March

Mrs Bowerman is also hoping to hold two days of rehearsals during the Easter holidays to work on
the music and there will be additional rehearsals for the kids in the band to work on their guitar,
bass, keyboard and drum skills in various lunchtimes too.

SAVE THE DATES
Please see below useful save the dates for the next few weeks:

17th - 21st February - Half term holiday


24th February - 4th March - Year 10 examination weeks



25th February - Year 6 parents evening



25th February - Year 11 history pupils to see Hitler on Trial play (Rhodes theatre, 1.30pm - 4pm)



26th February - Year 8 options evening (theatre, 4.30pm - 5.30pm)



28th February - Year 5 space themed enrichment day



28th February - Year 1 Dino Day



28th February - Year 11 driving lesson (12.45pm - 4.30pm)



29th February - U9 - U18 fencing competition (Leon Paul Fencing Centre)



2nd - 6th March - Lower school creative writing week



2nd and 3rd March - GCSE food preparation and nutrition practical examination



3rd March - Year 9 DTP and Meng ACWY immunisations



4th March - Year 2 History Off the Page in school, Great Fire of London (9.30am - 3pm)



5th March - World Book Day



5th March - Year 8 parents evening



6th March - Year 7 interim reports issued



6th March - Year 11 driving lesson (12.45pm - 4.30pm)
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SPORTS REPORT
ARCHERY
Report by Isabella, Year 6
On Friday 7th January, Mr Brown took Isabella and Lucy (Year 6), as well as Fresh and William (Year 5) to
an archery course at Mark Hall.
Once there we learned how to set up the targets, how to set the arrow in the bow and were given a
demonstration of how to shoot them. After a while, we were allowed to have a go. After several attempts
we got quite good at it.
Then we were paired
up with another school
and we took it in turns
to try and shoot the
target. We were quite
good and hit the target
many times (with a
couple of misses too).
Everyone scored at
least one bullseye and
we all supported each
other.
We all had fun and
overall it was a great
experience.

FOOTBALL
Report by Sophie, Year 8
On Thursday 6th February, a group of Year 7 and
Year 8 girls went to Passmores for a football
tournament. We played five matches, winning
one (with a great goal by Lucy), drawing two and
sadly losing two. Overall, we came fourth out of
six teams.
All the girls had a great time and played really
well. Thank you to Olivia, Rose, Ella, Lyla, Nisha,
Lily, Lucy and Desiree and also to Miss Crewe for
taking us. We can’t wait for the next tournament.
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CROSS COUNTRY
Report by Rose, Year 8
On 5th February, Omar, Rhys, Freddie,
Lyla, Lily, Rose and Lois competed at
Stubbers Cross Country Schools
Championships. With nearly two hundred
competitors in each race, the standard
was particularly high.
The Year 8 girls ran first around the
incredibly muddy course. Rose came 34th
followed by Lyla in 59th, then Lily in 98th
with Lois close behind in 106th.

Up next were the Year 8 boys. Omar
placed 78th, then Rhys in 120th followed
by Freddie in 160th, who skipped across
the line joyfully. Despite the cold,
everyone ran well, and although none of
us qualified, we held our own against
some tough runners.
A big well done to team Saint Nicholas.
We now continue preparations for the
ISA national finals in a month’s time.
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