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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
It was a great pleasure to travel to Finborough School in Stowmarket last Friday to support our pupils who
were taking part in the cross country competition for the Eastern Region of the Independent Schools
Association. It was cold and it was muddy, but there was an enthusiasm and determination amongst our
pupils as they made their way towards the starting line. In particular, we congratulate Larna, Lyla, Rose,
Zachary and Omar who have now made it through to the national finals of the competition.
Last week, I also went out to support my first football fixture here at Saint Nicholas, where I watched the
Year 10 boys resoundingly defeat the opposition and it was impressive watching their teamwork in action.
This week the rehearsals for ‘School of Rock’ have started in earnest and over 70 pupils met one evening
after school to start learning the songs. It is fantastic to see so many of our pupils wanting to get involved
in the musical and the results of their endeavours will produce a great show for us all to enjoy next term.
Seeing our pupils work together, whether on the sports field, in rehearsals for the musical or in the
classroom, is very impressive and reminds me of a quote that has been attributed to both Henry Ford and
Edward Everett Hale: “Coming together is a beginning; keeping together is progress; working together is
success.” As we move forward as a school, it is that collaboration and teamwork that will bring us success
in all that we aim to achieve.
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PRE-SCHOOL VISITOR
Last Friday, pre-school children were very lucky
to have had a visit from Ellis in Year 4 who went
in to read a story. He brought along a shark
book, read the story beautifully and all the
youngsters listened very well and asked some
interesting questions. It was wonderful to see a
former ‘Little Saint’ return to pre-school to read
so confidently. Everyone in pre-school would like
to thank Ellis for the visit and they are looking
forward to seeing what story he will bring this
week.

BUDDING VAN GOGHS
In art this week, Year 2 pupils have been studying the artist, Vincent Van Gogh. The children have been
doing some fantastic observational drawings by painting some bright yellow flowers, inspired by the
artist’s famous ‘Sunflowers’ piece.

2

YEAR 2 MATHS
Over the last week in maths, Year 2 pupils have been working on
weight and measurement. Last Friday they focussed on weight by
using different types of scales to weigh classroom objects in grams.
When using the balance scales, they had to put in different amounts
of grams and then add them together to work out the total weight.
This week, the focus has been on measurement. Pupils had fun
measuring a variety of classroom objects in centimetres. The work on
both weight and measurement was documented on the iPads.
Excellent work Year 2.

SCHOOL OF ROCK
We have had a phenomenal number of pupils attending rehearsals for The School of Rock so far and
are really looking forward to the auditions next week.
For general information, the rehearsal on Wednesday 29th January is ONLY for pupils who wish to
audition for one of the following parts:
Dewey, Theo, Doug, Bob, Ned, Patty, Rosalie Mullins, the Kids in the Band, Summer and Tomika.
The auditions for other parts will take place after school on Thursday 30th January and will go on until
5.30pm.
Many thanks,
Mrs Bowerman, Miss Agrotis, Mrs Bradford and the production team
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ART CLUB
In last week’s art club, pupils painted by numbers. They really took their time to stay in the lines and
painted the pictures very carefully using watercolour paints. Well done.

A VISIT TO RECEPTION
The Year 2 children paid a visit to Reception this week
to share their new stories. They very much enjoyed
sharing their work and the younger children loved
listening to their stories.
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YEAR 3 BAKERS
This half term in DT, Year 3 pupils are
designing and making bread. Before
making their own bread, they have
been evaluating other breads. They
tasted different types to see what they
liked best (milk rolls) and what they
weren’t quite so keen on (rye bread!).
They then used this research to sketch
their own designs of breads that they
might like to make. They thought
carefully about what to put in their
bread and unsurprisingly, chocolate
chips were a popular choice! They then
thought about the shape of their bread
before making salt dough in order to
practise kneading and shaping the
bread. They particularly enjoyed
learning how to create a knot shape
and are now looking forward to
making their bread rolls.

THE BIG GARDEN BIRD WATCH
There is some exciting news for eco club this week. They will be taking part in the Big Garden Bird
Watch 2020, the world’s largest wildlife survey, which involves dedicating an hour (anytime between
25th to 27th January) to watch birds in their garden or local park. They must count and identify all the
birds they see and their documented results will be sent to the RSPB. Happy bird watching eco club!
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YEAR 4 SCIENCE
What a fantastic science lesson by Form 4HM pupils this week. The children were given the challenge
of building a set of traffic lights using their knowledge of circuits. In small groups, the children worked
cooperatively together to complete the task and there was a real buzz in the class. Well done everyone.

MATHLETICS
Congratulations
to Kayla in Form
3LC for
achieving her
gold Mathletics
certificate this
week. Well
done!

MUSIC SUCCESS
Ciaran in Year 10 has been working very hard on his
musical skills over the past term. He has managed to
gain Grade 8 jazz piano at Distinction, Grade 8
accordion at Merit, Grade 6 accordion theory at
Distinction and Grade 5 ABRSM theory at Merit. It is an
incredible accomplishment to have achieved all of
these accolades in one term. Well done Ciaran!
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FOSSILS ROCK
Year 3 pupils had lots of fun in
the Fossils Galore workshop last
week. They got the chance to
hold a range of fossils, including a
woolly mammoth’s shin bone, a
huge woolly rhino’s thigh bone
(as shown in the photos), some
dinosaur egg fragments and
teeth, and they even held some
coprolite - fossilised dinosaur
poo! They then got a chance to
practice their archaeological skills
by digging up their own fossils
which they were able to keep.
They also learned about different
types of rocks and had a chance
to see some examples including
marble, granite and chalk.

SAVE THE DATES
Please see below useful save the dates for the next two weeks:


27th - 31st January - Year 8 examinations week



29th January - Lower school parents evening



30th January - Year 11 GCSE art trip (9am - 4.30pm)



31st January - Year 11 driving lesson (12.45pm - 4.30pm)



31st January - Year 11 full reports issued



31st January - Year 9 interim reports issued



1st and 2nd February - U9 - U18 ISA fencing competition (Leo Paul Fencing Centre)



4th February - Year 9 drama pupils lighting workshop (theatre)



6th February - Year 9 parents evening



6th February - Year 10/11 intermediate maths challenge (9am - 3.30pm)



6th February - French play visiting Year 3 - 7 (theatre, 2.30pm - 3.30pm)



7th February - Year 1 Colchester Zoo trip (8.30am - 3.30pm)



7th February - Key Stage 2 indoor archery (Mark Hall Sports Centre, 9.30am - midday)



7th February - Year 11 driving lesson (12.45pm - 4.30pm)



7th February - Key Stage 2 Multicultural Dance Festival (1.30pm - 3pm)
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SPORTS REPORT
CROSS COUNTRY
On Friday 17th January, Saint Nicholas took a forty-strong team of cross country runners to the ISA
regional qualifiers at Finborough School.
On a particularly muddy and treacherous course, our pupils once again showed their grit and
determination to improve on previous years' performances.
Everyone ran valiantly, with team success for the Year 7/8 girls who finished second overall, and the Year
7/8 boys who finished third overall. A great team effort!
A big well done to Larna and Zach from Year 9, and Rose, Lyla and Omar from Year 8 who all qualified for
the ISA national finals which will be held on 20th March at Worksop College. We wish them the best of
luck.
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FOOTBALL
On Thursday 16th January, the U16 boys kick-started their season against Normanhurst with a
confident 9-1 win, with goals coming from Oliver F, George R, Lewis C and Jacob N.
As soon as the game kicked off, our team pressed straight on them and kept the ball. We won every
battle in the centre of the pitch, which propelled us forward allowing us to have the majority of the
chances. The breakthrough came about two minutes in, with a great bit of individual skill by George
and a great finish. From then on we created and finished all our chances and still didn’t give
Normanhurst a break. Overall, it was a great start to the season and the boys should be proud of their
performance.

FOOTBALL
Report by Omar, Year 8
On Thursday 23rd January, the
Year 8 football team played
against Mark Hall. In the first half,
we started well but despite
dominating possession, we just
couldn’t seem to find the back of
the net. As the second half kicked
off, Mark Hall were ready to
challenge. We started to slip at
the back with some silly mistakes
and were caught out of position,
which ended with a clinical finish
from the Mark Hall striker. We
then started to get on the ball and
our midfield were doing a good job of launching balls through. However, we just couldn’t add the
finishing touch and the game slipped out of our grasps, ending at 2-0. Everyone had a good game.
Thank you to Mr Tucker.
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