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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
As I start writing my first contribution for the school newsletter, I
would like to express my gratitude for the warm welcome that I have
received from staff, governors, pupils and parents since I began in
post earlier this week. After regular visits last term, I am absolutely
delighted to finally be here and look forward to working with you all
over the years to come.
There was a wonderful 'buzz' in the school when the pupils
returned on Tuesday morning and, as I said in my first whole school
assembly, a new year is a time for new beginnings and a chance to
make new year's resolutions.
It is one of my new year's resolutions to do everything I can to ensure
that Saint Nicholas School is successful in its ambition in achieving the
best it can for all its pupils, both inside and outside the classroom. We
all have a part to play in making that happen and, as a community, we
must support each other and give something of ourselves, which is service.
It was Douglas Adams
who said: "To give real
service you must add
something which cannot
be bought or measured
with money, and that is
sincerity and integrity."
The values which Saint
Nicholas School holds
underpin all that we do
here and as we move
forward we must always
'Strive to Better'.
I wish you all a very
happy, healthy and
successful new year.
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PRE-SCHOOL COMPUTERS
This week the children in the pre-school have been practising their mouse control on the computer.
They practised moving the mouse to control the cursor and to change the colours before colouring in
their butterfly.

YEAR 3 MATHS
Year 3 pupils have been learning how to represent numbers in different ways. They used their number
and place value knowledge and a variety of resources including money, number lines and partitioning,
to show numbers in a variety of ways. By the look of the photos below, Year 3 pupils are very much
enjoying their maths lessons.
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YEAR 2 ENGLISH
This week Form 2N pupils have been studying the story of Jack and the Beanstalk. On Wednesday, they
learnt how to use a thesaurus to find different synonyms in order to improve their vocabulary. They
very much enjoyed this activity and some children were even finding the antonyms to some of the
synonyms. Some fantastic work.

PIANO EXAMINATION SUCCESS
We are delighted to be able to report that we have
three happy piano pupils who are celebrating their
recent examinations success.
Ishaan and India in Year 5 both passed their ABRSM
Prep Tests and Bethany in Year 6 passed her ABRSM
Grade 2 with a merit. Congratulations to you all.
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YEAR 2 SCIENCE
Year 2’s new science topic for this term is plants. On Wednesday, the children took a walk around the
school grounds to see what types of plant could be found, before then using iPads to show their
findings.
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YEAR 4 SCIENCE
In their science lesson this week, Form
4HM pupils have continued their
investigations into switches. They had to
make a slide switch using a paper clip
and a flick switch using a foldback clip.
They predicted which would be the
easiest to break and reconnect the
circuit. They concluded that the foldback
clip was the easiest, as the slide clip was
fiddly and tricky to move. Fantastic
work, well done.

SAVE THE DATES
Please see below useful save the dates for the next two weeks:


15th January - Year 2 trip to Harlow Garden Centre



16th January - Fossils Galore (Year 1 and 3 pupils) (10.45am - 1.45pm)



17th January - Year 11 driving lesson (12.45pm - 4.30pm)



23rd January - Year 10 Forest School Careers Fair (1pm - 4.30pm)



24th January - Year 11 driving lesson (12.45pm - 4.30pm)



24th January - Young Voices Choir (02, London)

SPORTS NEWS CORRECTION
In the last newsletter of last term we failed to mention that Grace in Year 4 was part of the winning
team at the ISA swimming finals held at the London Aquatic Centre at the start of December. Grace was
in fact the youngest member of the Saint Nicholas team and did the school proud! Congratulations
5 list.
Grace and we’re so sorry for missing you off the team

SPORTS CLUBS
Please see below the sports clubs and activities timetable for this half term. A full clubs list with many
other activities may also be seen on the parent area at https://sites.google.com/a/
saintnicholasschool.net/saint-nicholas-school---parent-area/home/clubs-activities

6

SAFEGUARDING
UPDATE
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/resources/platform-guides/
Dear Parents/Guardians,
As we start the new year, many of our pupils have returned to school with lots of enthusiasm. It is always nice to
hear their stories of the wonderful Christmas they have had with their family. In many cases, pupils have been
given a range of smart devices as gifts. I would like to draw your attention to the two documents on the following
two pages (which can also be found by clicking on the above website link) as they could provide a basis for
conversation with your child on how to stay safe online, along with a short piece of information about the apps
that pupils can now download on to their phone, smart watches etc.
I do hope this information is helpful to you and your family when navigating the complexities of smart devices and
the rapid changes in technology.
Kindest regards,
Mrs Hopkins
Deputy Headteacher (Designated Safeguarding Lead)
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