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FROM THE ASSISTANT HEAD’S DESK
As Year 11 pupils are in full examination mode and approaching the end of the first week of their mocks,
the rest of the school have been focusing on ‘Anti-Bullying’. This is the theme for this half term with an
emphasis on ‘Being Kind’ and ‘Change Starts with Us’. Lessons have incorporated the theme this week
including: in English, looking at the racial treatment of Huck in Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain; in History,
the speech by Eleanor Roosevelt and her role in the development of Human Rights; looking on the apple's
importance in physics, namely its inspiration for Sir Isaac Newton, and also using it to demonstrate how
trauma bullying can affect what goes on inside even if the outside looks fine; in maths, designing
questionnaires for bullying audits and lots more. Pupils have also taken part in ‘Who Wants to Be a
Millionaire’ and looked at what lies behind the bully within form groups. The lower school are also joining
in with an anti-bullying poster competition and kindness awards.
On Thursday, we welcomed ‘The 2 Johns’ into school who spent time with pupils delivering important
internet safety messages. Thank you to those parents that gave up their time to attend the ‘Keeping
Children Safe Online’ session. We cannot emphasise enough how important internet safety is and
monitoring our children’s online use is paramount.
To finish off the week, the senior school have been
wearing odd socks today. The day helps to symbolise
that we are all different and that children should be
themselves, accepting of one another and celebrate
difference. Anti-bullying is such an important aspect of
school life and we want every member of the Saint
Nicholas community to understand the serious impact
bullying can have, along with educating pupils on how to
deal with bullying in and out of school.
Finally, please take a moment to enjoy our Christmas
lights on the roof of Hillingdon House. Our pupils have
created these with our resident artist Mr Keenleyside.
They have reused single use plastic bottles to create
colourful lights. I’m sure you’ll agree, a much better use
than sending the plastic to landfills.
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MATHLETICS
Congratulations to Oliver in Year 4 and Luke and Dylan in Year 1 who have all earned their Mathletics
certificates this week. Well done!

YEAR 2 ART
In art last week, Year 2 pupils started to make their 3D model castles. They measured and cut the
cereal boxes to the right size, cut the tops of the tubes to create turrets before sticking all the pieces
together to make the castle shape.
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KINDNESS ELVES

MORNING WORK OUT

Reception children were very excited by the
arrival of the ’Kindness Elves’ this week. The
elves wrote a letter to the children asking them
to help Santa Claus spread Christmas kindness
and cheer. They had even decorated the
classroom as well as having left Christmas
dressing up clothes and decorations to decorate
the Christmas tree. Each night when the children
sleep, the Kindness Elves will think of ways to
help everyone spread kindness.

This week, Form 4HM pupils have been starting
their mornings with their classroom workout
routine, to wake themselves up and get their
brains and bodies ready for any challenges the
day may bring.

YEAR 5 SCIENCE FUN
This week in science, Class 5BM worked with Class 1P and Class 3LC children to conduct experiments in
order to test whether reaction times change with age. Great work Year 5.
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THE FRIENDS GIFT SALE
On Wednesday morning, the Little Saints visited the Friends Christmas gift sale where they enjoyed
choosing items for their families. Everyone is starting to feel very festive!

NATIVITY PERFORMANCES
The infants are busy rehearsing this year’s Nativity performances.
The dates and times for the various year group Nativities are as
follows:
4th December (2.30pm and 6pm) - Year 1 and 2 pupils
5th December (2pm) - Reception pupils

YEAR 2 SCIENCE
On Tuesday, Form 2N children completed a floating and sinking experiment. The children made boat
shapes using plasticine before predicting whether it would sink or float. They then tested their boat
and recorded their results. Lovely work Year 2.
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THIS WEEK IN YEAR 1
This week in Mrs Peckham’s maths group, Year 1 pupils learnt to
recognise coins up to £2 by identifying and naming each type of
coin and sorting them into sets. They then worked in pairs to add
the coin totals. Super mental maths this week Year 1!

Pupils got creative in their art lessons this
week, by making superhero hand puppets.
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YEAR 4
The Year 4 children have been learning about Thanksgiving celebrations. They very much enjoyed
making some turkey biscuits and Stetson chocolate biscuit hats.

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS PROJECT
As mentioned in Mrs Howe’s ‘From the Assistant Head’s Desk’ piece on page 1, this week saw the
installation of the new Christmas lights on Hillingdon House, made entirely out of colourful plastic
bottles. Pupils have been working very hard on this project, which was led by our Artist In Residence,
Mr Keenleyside. A lovely festive addition to the school.

6

A TRIFLE DELICIOUS!
Last week, Year 6 pupils made trifles with some amazing outcomes. Well done everyone. Here’s a small
selection of the creations.

SAVE THE DATES


30th November - National ISA swimming finals at London Aquatics Centre



2nd - 4th December - Year 9 and 10 history and German pupils Berlin trip



2nd December - Pre-school trip to see Father Christmas



4th December - Year 8 to see the Lion King (Noon - 7.30pm)



4th December - Year 1 and 2 Nativity production (2.30pm and 6pm)



5th December - Reception Nativity production (2pm)



5th December - Year 7 to see Mary Poppins (Noon - 7.30pm)



5th December - Year 6 to see School of Rock (Noon - 7.30pm)



6th December - Reception trip to Van Hages



6th December - Christmas party for the local elderly



6th December - Deadline to buy a Christmas Fayre wristband



9th December - Lower School to the Pantomime (Chelmsford)



10th December - Pre-school Christmas workshop (2pm, theatre)



11th December - Year 11 GCSE drama pupils ‘Page to Stage’ (2pm - 4pm, theatre)



12th December - School Christmas lunch



12th December - Carol Concert (2pm - 3.30pm, St Mary’s Church)



13th December - Pre-school Christmas party



13th December - Christmas Fayre (12.30pm - 3pm)



13th December - End of term*

*Last day of term finishing times, if your child is not7 attending the Christmas Fayre, are as follows:
Pre-school at 11.30am, Reception to Year 2 at 11.45am, Year 3 to 5 at 12 midday and Year 6 to 11 at
12.15pm. School buses will depart at 12.30pm.

SPORTS REPORT
FOOTBALL
Report by Ella, Year 8
On Thursday 21st November, girls from Year 8 and 9 took part in a football
fixture at Passmores. The team comprised Sophie, Rose, Ella, Nisha, Lyla,
Olivia, Lily and Ella P.
Despite the cold, our team morale stayed strong and we tried as hard as we
could. Sophie and Ella P were awarded players of the match.
Thank you to Miss Dutton and Shak for coaching us. We look forward to the
next fixture.
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