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FROM THE ACTING HEAD’S DESK
I would like to start by congratulating all the
pupils involved in yesterday’s Carol Service, which
was a very special occasion and one which I am
sure everyone present will remember as another
highlight of the year. Well done to the choirs from
lower, middle and upper school who all sang
beautifully. There is clearly a great deal of talent
within the school and I am grateful to Mrs Jones
and Mrs Bowerman for their effort and hard work
to provide the children with the opportunities to
perform in this area. Well done also to the
readers who spoke with real poise and clarity. It is
not a simple task to speak in front of numerous
peers, parents and staff and I was very impressed with
their efforts.
Today, after our traditional final assembly of the term,
and inaugural staff pantomime of Cinderella (oh yes we
did!), we look forward to the Christmas Fayre. This is
an event that our pupils thoroughly enjoy and is a
perfect way to round off the term. Thank you to the
Friends for organising the fayre and indeed for all their
help and support over the course of the year.
Finally, to the Friends, parents, staff and pupils, I would
like to thank you all personally for the unrelenting
support you have shown the school, in our most
challenging of years. Through the most difficult of
times, staff and pupils alike have pulled together and
continued to move the school forward in order to maintain Mr Bown’s legacy. For those efforts, it has
consolidated my view of what a wonderfully special school Saint Nicholas is, and what a privilege it is to
work here. I would like to wish you the very best for the Christmas holiday. As we start to think about the
New Year, we look forward to welcoming Mr Petty to the school, and the children back on Tuesday 7 th
January. Have a wonderful Christmas and a Happy New Year!
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LOWER SCHOOL TRIP TO THE PANTO
Lower school pupils had a fantastic outing to see the pantomime, ‘Peter
Pan’, at the Civic Theatre in Chelmsford on Monday. Oh no they didn’t!….
Oh yes they did!
Favourite characters included Tinkerbell, Smee, Eliza the maid, Nana the
dog and, of course, the ticking crocodile! Everyone loved the singing, the
dancing, the gorillas and throwing (soft) rocks at mean Captain Hook. A
fun-filled time was had by all.

FOOD BANK DONATIONS
Last week, the Kindness Elves in Reception asked the children to
donate food items to the food bank and the teachers were
overwhelmed with the generosity of the parents. Mrs Perkes
kindly took our impressive donation of food items to the food
bank which they were very grateful for.

The Elves have also been spreading kindness beyond school.
Jessica in RSK told her Rainbows pack about them and as a result,
the children decided to collect food for the local food bank as well
as toys and games for the children's ward.
Look what a wonderful collection they made! Well done Jessica
and her Rainbow friends.
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ANTI-BULLYING POSTER WINNERS
Congratulations to the winners of our lower school anti-bullying poster competition. The winners were
announced as follows:
First place - Luke J, Class 1B and Desmond, Class 5BM

Second place - Aria, Class 1B and Ruby S, Class 5BM
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MARY POPPINS

COLOURING
COMPETITION

Report by Rhhian and Xanthe, Year 7
On 5th December, Year 7 pupils were fortunate
to go and see the theatre production of Mary
Poppins. We left school after an early lunch at
11.30am and after what seemed like a short
coach journey, we arrived at the Prince Edward
Theatre. We took our seats and couldn’t wait for
the show to begin. The show started with the
amazing entrance of Bert and his fellow chimney
sweeps and ended with a spectacular final
appearance from the cast. A very well-earned
round of
applause
followed.

The winner of Harrisons’ breakfast club
colouring competition was announced this week
as Isabella from Form RSP. Well done Isabella!

The show
definitely
exceeded our
expectations.
It was a great
day out and a
great show.

BRAVE THE SHAVE
A message from George, Head Boy
Dear Parents,
On Thursday, Jack and I took part in ‘Brave the Shave’ for Macmillan Cancer
Support.
Macmillan is a fantastic charity that is very close to the school's heart. Your
support means Macmillan can be there for people living with cancer,
providing physical, financial and emotional help, in order for them to live
life as fully as possible.

We are attempting to raise £1000 in aid of this amazing charity. All
donations would be greatly appreciated.
Please help us to support this charity by following this link:
https://bravetheshave.macmillan.org.uk/shavers/saint-nicholas-school
Alternatively, you can donate at the Christmas Fayre.
Thank you very much for your generosity.
From George (Head Boy) and Jack (Charity Prefect).
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CHRISTMAS IN PRE-SCHOOL
On Tuesday afternoon, the pre-school welcomed family members to their Christmas performance and
their festive workshop. They began by singing Christmas songs in the theatre before returning to the
pre-school where there were plenty of Christmas crafts to get stuck into. It was lovely to see the event
so well attended, and what a lovely festive afternoon it was.

UNIFORM SALE
We would like to inform all parents that there will
be a second hand uniform sale in the café on the
first two days of the new term.
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BERLIN TRIP
Report by Alfred, Year 10
On Monday 2nd December, the history and German pupils from Years 9 and 10 arrived at school at
5am, as we were catching an early flight to Berlin. After going through security at Stansted airport, we
quickly grabbed some breakfast before we boarded the flight.
After an hour-and-a-half long flight we arrived in Berlin. Our first
stop was The Reichstag Building, which was an amazing piece of
German history. Sam and Simon, our two amazing tour guides,
gave us a fascinating insight on the building before we were
allowed to have a look around the place. A few stops later we
went to the Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe in the
centre of Berlin, which was a very powerful memorial, consisting
of concrete slabs of different sizes and uneven ground. This left
us all wondering what it could symbolise.
We then stopped
off at a university where students participated in a book
burning back in the 1930s. After a long, but very
interesting day, we went back to our hotel to have
dinner and prepare for the Christmas market, which
was full of Christmas decorations and German foods to
purchase.
The next day we woke up at 7 o’clock to the banging of
doors and Mrs Hopkins’ ‘lovely’ singing. We had our
breakfast and got ready to go to Sachsenhausen
concentration camp. We learnt about the appalling
conditions that those persecuted by Nazis had to live in, and the horrifying ways they were killed. After
spending a few hours at Sachsenhausen concentration camp, we went to the mall of Berlin, which gave
us all a chance to spend some time and some euros, if we hadn’t already spent all of our money at the
market the day before! Bowling was next on the agenda, where I believe I really excelled - perhaps a
career as a professional bowler awaits me? We got back to the hotel, played some pool and watched
the football highlights in the basement until it was time to sleep.
On our final day we got an extra hour in bed, but that didn’t stop Mrs Hopkins from singing her way
through the corridors to wake us all up. We had our breakfast, packed our lunches and bags and
headed out for our last day in Berlin. The Museum of Jewish Heritage was our first and main stop of
the day, and was an emotionally and architecturally powerful masterpiece. There were many
interactive videos and physical activities which was quite an experience. We then went to the
Christmas markets again for a few hours, where Conor was approached by a camera crew for dancing
to drum and bass at the market. The German pupils were given the challenge of buying a list of things
in the market, and those who did this successfully won a prize.
The airport was sadly our last destination in Berlin, so we boarded our flight at around 5.30pm and got
back to our parents at around 9pm. On behalf of the rest of the Year 9 and 10 German and history
pupils, I would like to thank Mrs Hopkins, Mr Tucker, Mrs Johnson, Mrs Sherriff, and Sam and Simon for
putting up with us for three whole days, along with any other people who helped organise the trip.
The memories will stay with us for the rest of our lives and we had an amazing time.
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FESTIVE YULE LOGS
Year 6 pupils have been putting their festive baking skills to the test and have produced some
wonderful Yule Logs!

SAVE THE DATES


7th January - Back to school



7th and 8th January - Second hand uniform sale (café)



10th January - Reception trip to Aerozone, Stanstead



15th January - Year 2 trip to Harlow Garden Centre



17th January - Year 11 driving lesson (12.45pm 7- 4.30pm)

SPORTS REPORT
BALL BOYS
Report by Thomas, Year 10
On Tuesday 26th November, a number of Year 10 boys were
fortunate to be given the opportunity of being ball boys at
Tottenham Hotspur, for the U19s Champions League group
match against Olympiacos. We arrived at the venue and were
astonished with the training ground. We were positioned
around the pitch to collect footballs and distribute them to
the players. An added bonus was that we had a great view of
the game. The game was a thrilling and competitive match
with Tottenham winning 1-0. It was an amazing experience for
my friends and me and many thanks to Mr Tucker for
arranging this experience.

SWIMMING
Report by Jago, Year 8
On Saturday 3rd December the swimming team went to the ISA national
finals at the Olympic Park in London. We were representing the East
Anglia region and were swimming against five other regions. The team
comprised Charlie, Olivia, Rose, Jago, Larna, Elise, Steve and Claudia. We
won a total of seven medals with Olivia, Charlie, Larna and Steve
winning medals in their relay races, Elise in the para-freestyle, and me
winning two silvers and a bronze. East Anglia finished fourth overall,
which was a good result. Everyone competing did really well and we
hope to have an even stronger team next year. Thank you to Mrs Oakley
for her support as team manager on the day.
We would like to apologise to Charlie in Year 6 for failing to mention the
silver medal he won for the medley relay in last week’s newsletter.
Congratulations Charlie!
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RUGBY
Report by Lewis, Year 11
On 22nd November a group of Year 10 and 11 boys travelled to Bedfordshire to compete in the
national 7s tournament. We got off to an unfortunate start. In our first game against St David’s College,
we were leading throughout the game, however they managed to score a try in the last minute,
causing us to lose 17-15. The next three games resulted in three losses, however the boys battled hard
and we were only losing by one or two tries. Special mentions must go to Jacob for his five tries on the
day and George for his outstanding performance.

RUGBY
Report by Mr Tucker
On Friday 22nd November, the U11 rugby team
travelled to Bedford Athletic for the national ISA
schools rugby competition.
Saint Nicholas was drawn in a tough pool against some
strong opposition. However, we won our first fixture
against the hosts, which came about through a great
team effort and an amazing halfway line score by
Monty. This gave us some momentum going into the
next three games.
Unfortunately, we conceded early in the second game
and left it too late to pull off a victory, losing by one try.
The next two fixtures went very much the same way,
with narrow losses by either one or two tries.
All in all, it was a great day for all involved and it was
good to see the future of rugby looking bright for Saint Nicholas.
A number of rugby colours were achieved - congratulations to all!
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